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Burnsville had an eventful 2014

Burnsville celebrated a birthday, churches celebrated milestones, an election shuffled the political
deck and Big Liquor came to town.
2014 marked the 50th anniversary of Burnsville's incorporation, which followed a prolonged
annexation dispute with aggressor-neighbor Bloomington.

Burnsville's biggest fight this year was over Total Wine & More, a liquor superstore chain that was
opposed by smaller competitors but won City Council approval to open a store on County Road 42.
2014 brought a life sentence for the man convicted of the 2013 Nina's Grill murder and awaiting
trial in the killing of 20-year-old Anarae Schunk.

It also brought more tragedy, with the accidental deaths of three widely mourned young people.

Here's a look at the year's city and community news in Burnsville from the pages of Sun Thisweek
Bu rnsville-Eagan.

50th anniversary

Residents voted on June 17, L964, to incorporate as the village of Burnsville. This year Burnsville
celebrated its 50th anniversary with a series of events that began in April and continued into
September.

Since winning the "Battle for Black Dog" * the annexation fight that began with Bloomington's
attempt to capture the tax-rich Black Dog power plant on the Burnsville side of the Minnesota
River - the farming community of L0,700 has grown into a thriving suburb of more than 50,000
residents and 2,600 businesses.

Both the city and the Burnsville Historical Society presented anniversary-year exhibits and events.
Students from three American history classes at Burnsville High School conducted three dozen
interviews with residents and community leaders who have witnessed or influenced local events
over the last half century.

TotalWine

Minnesota's liquor-store industry turned its attention to Burnsville, the latest battleground in a
campaign by members of the Minnesota Licensed Beverage Association to keep the Maryland-
based national superstore chain out of their market. Burnsville liquor retailers joined the battle.

The City Council voted 4-1 April 22 to grant a liquor license allowing the chain to open its 104th
store in Burnhaven Mall, next to Super Target. The council voted 3-2 to allow the land use. Efforts
to derailTotal Wine's entrees into in Roseville and Bloomington also failed this year.

The MLBA tried to incriminate Total Wine's business practices and record as a licenseholder in

other states. The MLBA joined Burnsville store owners in contending that Total Wine's location



would cause an overconcentration of liquor stores in the Burnsville Center retail area that the
council didn't intend when it revised its off-sale liquor ordinance in 2009.

"We were raised to believe in community," said Mary Hilla, who with her brother, Scott, owns

Crosstown Liquors on Burnsville Parkway near County Road 5, which their father opened in the
late 1960s. "And I believe strongly, approvingthis license would be damagingto the city and the
community."

TotalWine opened in September.

Life without parole

Shavelle Oscar Chavez-Nelson was found guilty of murder and sentenced to life in prison Nov. L2

for the Sept. 22, 2073, fatal shooting outside Nina's Grill on Horizon Drive in Burnsville.

The jury deliberated for about two hours before finding Chavez-Nelson, 32, guilty of first- and

second-degree murder in the killing of 23-year-old Palagor Obang Jobi of Savage in an altercation
outside the bar.

Charges in Schunk killing

Chavez-Nelson and his 24-year-old girlfriend, Ashley Marie Conrade, of Rosemount, were charged

June27 with intentional second-degree murder in the Sept. 22 stabbing death of 20-year-old

Anarae Schunk, of Burnsville.

The trio left Nina's Grill together at closing time the morning of Sept. 22 and went to Conrade's

Rosemount townhome. ln the kitchen, they killed Schunk sometime between 3:30 and 4:30 a.m.,

Dakota County Attorney James Backstrom said.

The Dakota County grand jury added first-degree murder charges against both in July.

Schunk, who had dated Chavez-Nelson but ended their relationship, was stabbed 22 times. Her

body was found in a ditch Sept. 30 in rural Rice County. Chavez-Nelson and Conrade are accused of
"aiding each other" in the murder, Backstrom said.

"From all that l've learned about Anarae Schunk since her disappearance and death, I can tell you

she was a lovely, intelligent and kind-hearted young woman," Backstrom said of the 20L1

Burnsville High School graduate, tournament chess star and University of Minnesota sociology

student. "She may, unfortunately, have been a little too kind-hearted when she began a

relationship with a man now charged with her murder."

Church anniversaries

River Hills United Methodist Church and Lutheran Church of the Ascension held 50th-anniversary
celebrations this year. But the granddaddy in Burnsville is St, James Lutheran, which celebrated its
75th.

The congregation, which started in Savage, moved across the border to Burnsville in 1963 - and

not without dissent.

"That's why an anniversary celebration is important for a church," said the Rev. Walt
Lichtenberger, the current full-time pastor. "lnstead of making the past a golden thing, anniversary



celebrations give us a chance to say, 'We struggled with that way back when, and we were still
able to be a church.' "

Tragedies

Three young Burnsville residents were widely mourned in 2014.

Nnamdi Brian Okolue,?5, was killed in a head-on crash in Orono on April 1"1. Tributes soon
poured in from friends, classmates, coaches, colleagues, teachers and teammates for the 2007
Burnsville High School graduate, who captained the Blaze boys basketballteam his senior year
and won a partial scholarship to play at Luther College in Decorah, lowa, where he was also a

senior captain and earned a bachelor's degree in accounting.

Lauren Li, a 2011 BHS graduate and former co-gaptain of the Blazettes dance team, apparently
drowned Jan. L3 in the Chicago River.

She and some friends traveling to New Jersey had stopped in Chicago. Li's friend Ken Hoang, 26,
was reportedlytaking photos of the river when his phone dropped onto a piece of ice. He slipped
and fell into the river trying to retrieve the phone. Hoang died shortly after rescuers pulled him
from the river.

Li and another friend, a 23-year-old man whose name wasn't released, went after Hoang. The 23-
year-old man survived; Liwas missing and presumed dead. An excellent student in high school, Li

was studying pharmacology at the University of Minnesota.

Ty Alyea, a L7-year-old baseball player at BHS, was killed in a one-vehicle rollover Aug. 6 south of
Rosemount.

Alyea was one of four Burnsville teenagers, all BHS athletes, who were returning from a day at the
Cannon River when the Grand Jeep Cherokee they were riding in lost control and overturned on
Highway 52 near 180th Street.

Alyea and Cole Borchardt, L8, weren't wearing seatbelts and were ejected from the vehicle.
Borchardt, a2OL4 BHS graduate and hockey star drafted by the United States Hockey League's
Chicago Steel, is recovering from his critical injuries.

Borchardt undergoes daily physical, occupational and speech therapy at Courage Kenny
Rehabilitation lnstitute in Golden Valley and is showing improved movement on his left side, the
Steel reported on their website this month.

A campaign called #Burnsvillestrong was launched this summer to support students and
community members mourning the losses of several young people in recent years.

Award for courage

PaulTraub, who survived a brutal attack by home invaders at his Burnsville townhome in May
2008, went to Washington, D.C., in Aprilto receive the Special Courage Award from the Justice
Department's Office for Victims of Crime.

He was nominated for the award by Dakota County Attorney James Backstrom, who called Traub
"a remarkable man" for showing more "strength, courage and absolve than I could ever hope to
do under similar circumstances."



Traub was stabbed at least 20 times, beaten and left to die amid flames set by two assailants who
entered the townhome in the early-morning hours through the garage door Traub had accidentally
left open. The assailants set their sights on his 2006 Chevrolet Impala and went into the
townhome to find the keys. When the assault was over and Traub heard the invaders leaving in his

car, he struggled through the flames to a neighbor's house.

The invaders are now serving prison sentences of 29 and L7 years. Traub said he hasn't suffered
post-trau matic stress.

"So it's just a matter of moving on," said Traub, a father of two adult sons who still lives alone in
the same townhome. "l can't change what happened. But I don't need to make it control me or
stop me."

Elections

State Rep. Will Morgan, DFl-Burnsville, was unseated in November's House District 568 race.
Lakeville Republican Roz Peterson won 54 percent of the vote in a rematch of their 2O12race,
which Morgan won by a scant 170 votes.

Peterson's victory, more lopsided than many had predicted, was part of a20t4 Republican wave
that put the party back in control ofthe House of Representatives.

District 56A state Rep. Pam Myhra, R-Burnsville, didn't seek re-election. lnstead she ran for
lieutenant governor as the running mate of gubernatorial candidate Marty Seifert.

The Seifert ticket ran third in August's Republican gubernatorial primary.

Myhra will be replaced in District 56A by the House's youngest member in history * 2L-year-old
Drew Christensen of Burnsville. The Republican, who grew up in Savage, defeated DFLer Dan

Kimmel in a district that includes northwest Burnsville and all of Savage.

ln the Burnsville City Council election, Dan Kealey and Bill Coughlin were re-elected, with a strong
third-place showing from newcomer Cara Schulz in the four-person race.

Child killed

A Burnsville mother and her boyfriend face charges in the death of the woman's 4-year-old son.

William Alphonso Warr, 26, was indicted in January on eight murder counts in the 2013 death of
Key'ontay Miller. ln February, his mother, Sha'reese Monique Miller, 24, was charged with three
counts of second-degree manslaughter alleging child neglect, failure to seek medical care,
permitting physical abuse and child endangerment.

Key'ontay suffered homicide caused by complications from blunt-force injuries to the abdomen
and chest, according to the Hennepin County medical examiner. He died on June L1.. The boy "was
left with this injury long enough for him to develop sepsis and infection," the criminal complaint
said. "Had the injury been treated in a timely manner? it may not have been fatal."

Met Council

Burnsville officials denounced Metropolitan Council proposed transportation and housing plans as

edicts that sap local control, deprive the suburbs of highway dollars and ignore market forces.
Lakeville, Dakota County and other suburban governments joined this year in blasting the Met
Council's THRIVE MSP 2040 plan.



At a City Council work session in September, Burnsville officials said the regional body's blueprint
for future growth shortchanges suburban highway funding, lays out overly prescriptive criteria for
future transit-oriented development and proposes "performance scores" for affordable housing.

The Met Council is tying its housing and transportation plans together in unprecedented ways to
pressure cities to meet its goals, officials said.

This month the Met Council approved the housing portion of its plan.

Katy Perry at Skateville

On Aug. 21 pop superstar Katy Perry came to Skateville, the venerable Burnsville roller rink, for an
evening of throwback fun. The occasion was a birthday party for Kacey Musgraves, the opening act
on Perry's concert tour, which came to the Target Center Aug.22. Musgraves made the hush-hush
arrangements for the private skating party.

"Gettin' our 8th grade on," is how the 26-year-old country singer put it in a post-event tweet.

Perry received an inflatable green alien and light-up sunglasses from Skateville's gift shop. The 29-
year-old hitmaker was smitten by the venue's kiddie car.

"Actually, lthink lpopped in a quarterfor her," said Skateville co-ownerJason McKenzie. "She
crammed herself in there and took a ride in the kiddie car."

Youth programs

The Burnsville Youth Collaborative was unveiled in July. lt will link the city, School District 191 and
the Burnsville YMCA in providing after-school and summer programs for seventh- and eighth-
graders to replace offerings at The GARAGE, the city-run teen center. Programs will initially be
offered at Nicollet junior High.

The new plan replaces longtime efforts to plant the first suburban location of the Twin Cities Boys
and Girls Club in Burnsville.

The GARAGE's music legacy will continue. lt is slated to become a nonprofit, all-ages music club
that will continue weekend shows. Youth collaborative officials have proposed a city contribution
of federal grant money to add a recording studio and renovations to The GARAGE space in the
maintenance center near City Hall. The nonprofit is a member of the collaborative.

Goodbye

Evelyn Kjos, hailed as an indispensable city employee during Burnsville's early years and a

chronicler of city history, died Aug. 27,2014. She was 86.

She was hired in 1965 as secretary to the first city manager and served as city clerk from 1983 to
1990, when she retired. But Kjos, who in her later years lived at Glendale Place in Savage,
remained active in the community, working as a records-management consultant for Burnsville
and other cities and helping the Burnsville Historical Society compile its archives.

Burnsville resident Laurie Cummings, a 5l"-year-old mother of three, succumbed to cancer a dozen
years after her first diagnosis.

She was the inspiration for the Marvelous Myrtle Girls, a support team for the Cummings family
and a squad that walked for years in the annual Susan G. Komen Twin Cities 3-Day.



Laurie walked in the event 1.0 times after her first diagnosis. She died on Aug.24, the last day of
the 2014 walk, after her daughters Anna and Carley had completed it and returned home to be
with their mother.

"We were alljust holding her hand and we told her she could go, and she went," said Anna, who
had turned 21 the day before.


