
Renovation of 40-vear-old park awaits

Longtime Burnsville residents involved in establishing Bicentenniol Gsrden Park are, from left: front -
Charlotte Bock and Mimi Nachmon. Back - Chuck Bock and Len Nochmon. (Photo by John Gessner

lBicentennial Garden not forgOtten- pubtished August z0,zalr5

Mimi Nachman said she hadn't seen Chuck and Charlotte Bock in 40 years. She called out as they
approached Bicentennial Garden Park, Chuck with the aid of a cane. "The Bocks, I presumel"

The Bocks and Nachmans - Mimi and husband Len - reunited Monday in the small, decorative
Burnsville park that wouldn't have been built four decades ago without their community activism.

Now the park is due for fix-ups and a facelift - most notably replacement of the stone fountain that
is the centerpiece of the garden setting.

"lt's just that it's old and the fountain is leaking," Mimi Nachman said. "Just like everything else and
everyone else, when you get old, your plumbing starts to leak."

The City Council approved the S155,000 project earlier this month. The work, to be done this fall and
next spring, was initiated by the city, not the founders.

But for good measure, Nachman added her support during a Parks and Natural Resources
Commission meeting last month.

"l've met no opposition at all," said Nachman, who served on the citizen commission from 1982 to
L995 and whose husband is now a member. "People have been very supportive. l'm just so glad it's
there."

Bicentennial Garden Park, tucked into the southeast corner of Nicollet Avenue and L30th Street, was
part of a three-pronged citizen project to add a local imprint to the nation's 200th birthday in !976.

Mimi Nachman was a key figure in two projects: a community history book (the first of two) and
Bicentennial Garden. Other members of the so-called Horizons Committee that helped plan the park
were the Bocks, who are expert rose-growers; Joan Acres, a landscape architect; and Danielle Tkach,
Nachman said.

"We were doing something for the present, something for the past and something for the future,"
she said. "The past was the history book. The present turned out to be the Fire Muster (Burnsville's
annual community festival). And then the future was to have a place that was different from the



other parks, which were all devoted to athletics. lt was a young community, so that was the
emphasis. At the time, Ralph Clover was the head of the Parks Department. He said there's this little
square patch of land on 130th and Nicollet that's not been designated for anything."

Chuck Bock, a resident of Burnsville's Leisure Estates area since L967, affirms Nachman's recollection.

"l was bound and determined to put a real park in Burnsville other than baseball and soccer," said

Bock, a retired plant inspector for the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.

The park was built with private donations, volunteer labor, and city matching funds and in-kind

services. The fountain structure was built from large stones reminiscent of what Burnsville farmers
found in their fields. Not everyone was crazy about it, Nachman said, recalling a critical opinion piece

by Mary Ziegenhagen in the Burnsville Current newspaper.

"There were some remarks made in the newspaper about, Why would people want to look at a pile

of rocks?" said Nachman, a resident of Burnsville's Ville Du Parc area since 1968. "Actually, we had

thought originally of something more ornate, three geyser fountains, but that turned out to be too
expensive."

Sometimes a prankster's bubble bath would add froth to the fountain. "That was a high school

tradition on graduation night," Charlotte Bock said.

The founders' plan to maintain a rose garden in the park lasted three years, before the work became

too much for a small number of people, Len Nachman said.

"My job in the fall was to come out and bury the damn things," he recalled. Since 1980, plantings

around the fountain and the park's perimeter have been maintained by the Sweet Sioux Garden Club.

Most are perennials, with some annuals added for color.

Bicentennial Garden Park has been used for countless wedding and graduation photos. A Memorial
Day ceremony is held annually at the park, which bears the U.S., state and city flags on three poles.

But now the fountain leaks, and some of the landscaping is sparse and overgrown. Much of the water
that should be recirculating is instead going into the ground.

"We looked at replacing allthe plumbing lines," said Jeff Radick, assistant public works director and

project manager. "What we came up with was it would be cheaper to take the fountain down,
replace the plumbing and put the fountain back up."

The rock formation will be kept, though new rocks may be needed, he said. A sundial feature that has

fallen under the shade of maturing trees will be relocated back into the sunlight. A new, stepless

walkway into the park will bring it into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

New landscape plantings chosen from a colorful selection of perennials will go in next spring, when
the fountain burbles again after a long winter.

"ljust like the sound of the water," Mimi Nachman said. "lt's very sedating."


