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E V E N T S
Impressions on Ice
The Best of Broadway
Impressions on Ice is a collaboration between the Burnsville Ice Center and 
the Burnsville Minnesota Valley Figure Skating Club. This year’s Broadway-
themed show boasts more than 30 skating numbers that highlight students’ skills 
performed to Broadway hits.

Who: All ages
When: April 26 – 27 • 7 p.m.
Where: Burnsville Ice Center, 251 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: Adults $10 • Students/Seniors $5 • 4 years and under FREE

To purchase tickets call the Burnsville Ice Center at 952-895-4651 or visit www.burnsvilleicecenter.org.

Be Clutter Free
This workshop for 62+ participants will provide advice on how to restore order 
to homes that have become cluttered, unsafe or unsanitary – including tips on how 
to emotionally “let go” of possessions.

Who: Ages 62+
When: Wednesday, May 15 • 9 – 11 a.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE
Register By: Friday, May 10

To register visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/recreation or call 952-895-4500.

Homeowner Building Workshop
Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer, or are planning to hire a licensed 
contractor, this workshop will provide tips, tricks and information to help set 
expectations on projects such as home remodels; basement finishes; windows 
and insulation; and basic plumbing, electrical, HVAC and building code 
requirements.

A member of Burnsville’s Building and Protective Inspections Division will 
lead the presentation and answer specific questions related to your project. 
Those who attend will be eligible for a $25 discount on their next residential 
building permit.

When: Wednesday, May 1 • 6:30 – 8 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

Registration is recommended at www.burnsvillemn.gov/workshop. 
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Pickleball Grand Opening Picnic
Celebrate Burnsville’s new pickleball complex, which includes six pickleball courts, one combination court and one tennis 
court – all lit to provide the ability to play at night. Play pickleball and enjoy a free picnic with Burnsville Police, Fire 
and City staff! All abilities welcome and equipment will be provided. Special recognition will be given to the Burnsville 
Lions Club for their generous donation of a shade shelter.

Who: All ages
When: Thursday, May 30 • 5 – 7 p.m.

6:30 p.m.: Special Police vs. Fire Pickleball Match!
Where: Red Oak Park, 12100 River Hills Drive
Cost: FREE

Summer Playground Program Kick-Off
Burnsville offers two exciting, fun-filled playground programs each summer 
– “Kids of Summer” and “Camp Explore.” This event is for those who want to 
learn more about the programs and are thinking about signing up.

Parents, caregivers and children are invited to stop by to ask questions, 
check out the facility, meet program staff and socialize with other 
participants. Pop-in games and activities will be taking place for the kids. 

Who: Parents and children; all ages
When: Saturday, May 18 • 10 – 11:30 a.m.
Where: Vista View Park, 1501 Circle Lane
Cost: FREE

For more information visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/recreation.

Native Plant Market
Native plants bring birds, butterflies and bees singing and buzzing around the yard. 
These plants beautify yards, provide food for pollinators, help improve water quality 
and require less care than traditional garden plants.

Native wildflowers, ferns and grasses will be on sale from multiple vendors at this 
farmer’s market style event. Some vendors accept cash or check only.

Master Gardeners, Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District and Burnsville 
Natural Resources staff will also be on hand to help answer native plant questions. 

Who: Residents and non-residents
When: Saturday, May 18 • 9 a.m. – noon
Where: Across from Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: Plant prices vary

For information and a list of plant vendors visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/nativeplants.

E V E N T S
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More meeting and event details on the 
City calendar at www.burnsvillemn.gov.

Friday Night Boogie
These select “Flicks on the Bricks” are for those looking 
to boogie! The nights will include Zumba instruction, music 
and then the show. Onsite face painting and hairstyling 
for kids by Jessica Nehring of WHOO Hair.

Who: All ages
Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE

Date: Friday, June 14
Time: 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Zumba by Naseema

7 – 9 p.m. Salsa lessons by 
Esti Salsa Band

Dusk: “Take the Lead” (PG-13)

Date: Friday, July 26
Time: 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Zumba by Naseema

7 – 9 p.m. DJ by 
Entertainment Plus Co.

Dusk: “Hairspray” (PG)

Thursday Rockin’ Lunch Hour 
& Rockin’ Readers
Lunchtime mini-concerts are back! Prior to concerts, 
Burnsville-Eagan-Savage School District 191 principals 
and staff will read books to kids. 

Who: Parents and children
Geared toward preschool ages

Dates: June 6* — The Bazillions
June 13 — Kidsdance (Beach Party)
June 20 — Will Hale
June 27 — Bob the Beachcomber
July 4 — No Show
July 11 — Kidsdance (Disney Day)
July 18 — Sticks and Tones
July 25* — Wendy’s Wiggle Jiggle Jam
Aug. 1 — AlphaBits
Aug. 8 — Rain Makeup Date
Aug. 15 — Teddy Bear Band
Aug. 22 — Bob the Beachcomber
Aug. 29 & 
Sept. 5

— Rain Makeup Dates

Time: Rockin’ Readers – 11:15 a.m.
Concerts – Noon

Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE

*In conjunction with “Party on the Plaza.” 
More information on page 7.

E V E N T S
Friday Flicks 
on the Bricks
Relax and dive into some of your favorite movies. 
Popcorn will be available for purchase from Kalli’s 
Popcorn Shop. 

Who: All ages
Dates: June 14 — “Take the Lead” (PG-13) 

Friday Night Boogie
June 28 — “The Croods” (PG)
July 12 — “Angels in the Outfield” (PG)
July 26 — “Hairspray” (PG) 

Friday Night Boogie
Aug. 9 — “Little Monsters” (PG)
Aug. 23 — “Trolls” (PG)
Aug. 30 & 
Sept. 6

— Rain Makeup Dates

Time: Seating begins at 7:30 p.m.
Show begins at dusk

Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE

Let’s Play, Burnsville!
Looking for more fun summer activities 
for youth, adults, seniors and families? 

View the 2019 Recreation Times online at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/rectimes. 
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Can’t Help Falling in Love with Burnsville
I Love Burnsville Week brings family, friends and neighbors together to celebrate our 
great community! This year’s events include:

Tails on Trails 
Take a run with your pup during Burnsville’s first-ever “Tails on Trails” run. This 1-mile 
family friendly run/walk welcomes dogs and their two-legged companions. Live 
music will help get you and your pet warmed up before hitting the trail. All dogs 
must remain leashed, and you must bring proof of your pet’s rabies vaccination.

Who: All ages
When: Saturday, June 1 • Noon – 2 p.m.
Where: Alimagnet Dog Park, 1200 Alimagnet Park Drive
Cost: Adults $35 • Youth (under 18) $20 • Children 3 and under are FREE

Registration includes a souvenir

Presented in partnership with Run N Fun and Essentia Health Go Far Woman. 
To register visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/recreation or call 952-895-4500. 

Intro to Pickleball
Get a taste of Pickleball! Equipment will be provided, and experienced players 
will be on hand to help out the beginners.

Who: All ages
When: Tuesday, June 4 • 10 a.m. – Noon
Where: Red Oak Park, 12100 River Hills Drive
Cost: FREE

Registration is encouraged but not required. To register visit 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/recreation or call 952-895-4500. 

BCTV PSA Day
Non-profit organizations are invited to the Burnsville 
Community Television (BCTV) studio to create a free 
video public service announcement (PSA) for their 
organization.

When: Wednesday, June 5 • By appointment
Where: Burnsville High School

600 Highway 13 E.
Cost: FREE

To register visit www.burnsville.tv/psa 
or call 952-895-1354. 

Fitness Party in the Park
Enjoy fun and fitness with a walk, fitness demonstrations, 
wellness education, lunch and music!

Who: Ages 62+
When: Wednesday, June 5 • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park

12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE with pre-registration; $5 at event
Register By: Friday, May 31

To register visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/recreation or call 
952-895-4500. 

*NEW*
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Buck Hill Summer 
Kick-Off Party
The whole family can kick off the summer at Buck 
Hill with live entertainment, games, food and drink, 
summer tubing, a bonfire and more!

Who: All ages
When: Friday, June 7 • 4 – 8 p.m.
Where: Buck Hill, 15400 Buck Hill Road
Cost: FREE

Presented in partnership with Buck 
Hill Ski & Snowboard Area.

Spring Appliance & 
Electronics Drop-Off
Recycle refrigerators, microwaves, TVs, 
computers and more at the annual Spring 
Appliance & Electronics Drop-Off.

When: Saturday, June 8 • 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Where: Burnsville Maintenance Center

13713 Frontier Court
Cost: FREE or a small, per item fee

Cash or check only

Accepted items include washers, dryers and water heaters 
($5); all other appliances (FREE); scrap metal (FREE); monitors 
and televisions ($20-$40); electronics ($5); bicycles (FREE).

Non-accepted items include hazardous waste, batteries, paint, 
light bulbs, furniture, construction debris, vacuums and tires. 

Full list of accepted items at www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org.

For a full list of  I Love Burnsville Week 
events visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/love.

*NEW*

‘Party on the Plaza’ Kicks Off June 6
Let’s Party, Burnsville! This new all-ages, family-friendly summer festival series – Party on the Plaza – 
will be an opportunity to celebrate our great community. The day-long events, taking place in Nicollet 
Commons Park and the Ames Center Plaza, will include mobile food vendors, craft and market 
vendors, live music, entertainment, and much more!

Who: All ages
When: June 6, July 25 & a grand finale in August • 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE admission; food and vendor items available for purchase

For event details and information on sponsorship/vendor opportunities visit
www.burnsvillemn.gov/party.
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Changes are coming to a Burnsville landmark – visible by car and by 
plane – later this summer. Between May and September, Xcel Energy 
will be removing the last remaining smoke stack from the Black Dog 
Power Plant. The demolition is the final piece of the plant’s transition 
from coal to natural gas that was completed in 2018. 

“Xcel Energy has a lot of history in the Minnesota River Valley 
community, and we’ve been a good neighbor here for more than a 
half century,” said Michelle Swanson, Community Relations Manager 
for Xcel Energy. “Converting our Black Dog plant from coal to natural 
gas is part of our long-term plan to reduce carbon emissions while 
maintaining reliable electric service for our customers. Since the 
conversion was completed last year, we’re generating electricity more 
efficiently at this plant and significantly reducing air emissions.”

Black Dog was built in the 1950s as a coal-fired power plant. The conversion from coal to natural gas began when two 
coal units were replaced with a natural gas combined cycle unit in 2002. Xcel Energy says one of the biggest benefits 
of natural gas is it allows the plant to integrate more renewable resources onto its electrical system. By providing 
energy generation 24/7, the plant is able to start, stop and ramp up quickly when the wind isn’t blowing and the sun 
isn’t shining.

Internal work on the stack began in February. It is expected to be completely removed by September.

Black Dog Smoke Stacks to Come Down This Summer

Applications Open for City Advisory Commissions
Burnsville’s City government can’t work without people like you! The City Council is once again looking for residents 
interested in serving on its advisory commissions. Openings are available on:

Economic Development Commission: 
• Two Regular Members (three-year term)
• One Alternate Member (two-year term)
Advises on economic development and business  
development issues.

Parks and Natural Resources Commission:  
• Two Regular Members (three-year term)
• One Regular Member (one-year term)
• One Alternate Member (three-year term)
• Two Youth Members (one-year term) 
Reviews and makes recommendations on issues 
related to park, recreation, open space and 
natural resources needs.

Planning Commission: 
• Two Regular Members (three-year term) 
Reviews, researches and makes recommendations on issues 
related to land use and development.

  
Terms begin July 1, and are open to Burnsville residents 18 and older. Youth commission appointments are open to 
any Burnsville resident that will be a high school junior or senior in the fall of 2019. Membership on the Economic 
Development Commission is allowed to non-residents who own a business or property in Burnsville. 

The application deadline is Monday, May 6 at 4:30 p.m. The City 
Council will conduct interviews for appointments later in May.  

For more information or to apply online visit 
www.burnsville.gov/commissions or contact the City Clerk at 
macheal.collins@burnsvillemn.gov or 952-895-4490.

Black Dog Power Plant. 
Photo provided by Xcel Energy.
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Community Members Come Together for a 
Dialogue on Race
Conversations about race can be tough – however, they can also have 
the power to educate, heal and ultimately transform. Members of the 
Burnsville community participated in a facilitated discussion earlier 
this spring at Burnsville City Hall that explored issues related to race 
in a safe, supportive environment. 

Nearly 120 people attended the event titled “Building Together: 
Community Dialogue on Race,” which was hosted by the Burnsville 
Police Department and Burnsville community members. Participants 
engaged in intimate discussions that helped provide a better 
understanding of how race plays out in the community; an opportunity 
for all voices to be heard; a deeper awareness of diversity, culture 
and equity; and a deliberate space for participants to identify tactics 
to help reach equity goals.

The conversation began with student leaders of the Burnsville High School Black Student Union and Satya Balroop 
from the Minnesota Hindu Milan Mandir sharing first-hand experiences about race and racism. Representatives from 
the Burnsville Police Department also spoke on the importance of these types of conversations in making stronger 
community connections.

Next, in small group discussions, participants explored issues and impacts of race and racism. The event concluded by 
identifying actions that can be taken to create stronger, more resilient, welcoming communities.

Understanding the 
Opioid Crisis
The misuse of and addiction to opioids – which include 
prescription pain pills, heroin and synthetic drugs such as 
fentanyl – has become a serious national crisis.

Burnsville is not immune to this crisis. This panel discussion will 
include testimony from experts, information on how police 
and emergency personnel respond, treatment options and 
resources for combating the crisis locally.

Speakers will include Burnsville Fire’s Medical Director, drug 
and alcohol counselors, addiction psychologists and emergency 
responders. The discussion will help define the problem, 
understand its impacts and provide resources to combat it. 

When: Thursday, June 20 • 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall

100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

For information or to RSVP visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/fire.

Nearly 120 people attended ‘Building Together: 
Community Dialogue on Race.’
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Credit Available for Smart Irrigation Controllers
Your in-lawn irrigation system could be wasting water and money. Most sprinklers run on a timer, but they don’t take 
into account whether or not the lawn actually needs watering. Irrigation systems can run too long or too often – leading 
to overwatering. This can be a drain on your water bill, a waste of water, and create shallow root systems that are 
bad for your lawn. 

Smart irrigation controllers – which can be purchased at most home improvement stores – act like a thermostat for 
your sprinkler system. They use local weather reports and forecasts to determine how much it has rained in recent days 
and how much it’s expected to rain in the near future. Using this information, the controller can then turn on and off 
automatically when it will be most effective for the lawn.

Water Bill Credit Available
Burnsville residents can receive a credit of up to $200 on their water bill by purchasing and installing a smart 
irrigation controller. To request a credit, residents must:

• Have an in-lawn irrigation system that is connected to the City’s water supply
• Purchase and install a WaterSense-certified smart irrigation controller  

(controllers purchased between Jan. 1 – July 15, 2019 qualify for the credit)
• Fill out and submit an online request at www.burnsvillemn.gov/water
• Include a photo/scan of the receipt/proof of purchase
• Include a photo of the irrigation controller’s box showing the WaterSense logo alongside 

the installed controller

Irrigation controllers require a smart phone for set up and a Wi-Fi connection to monitor weather conditions.

For more information or to request a credit visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/water. Requests are due by Monday, July 15.

Look for 
the logo

Top 5 Things 
     You Can Do To 

Protect Ponds
Adopt a Storm Drain
Keep leaves, grass clippings and 
other debris off the street and storm 
drain in front of your house. Debris 
can clog storm drains or end up as 
pollution in your neighborhood pond.

1

Stop the Drops
Increase the amount of rain that soaks 
into the ground by installing a rain 
barrel (and using the water for your 
garden), or by directing downspouts 
onto your lawn or into a rain garden.

2

Conserve Water • Save Money • Help the Planet

Background photo provided by Joshua Johnson.
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Pledge to Conserve Water
Join the Challenge at MyWaterPledge.com

Burnsville is joining cities across the 
country in asking residents to make 
a long-term commitment to reduce 
water use. 

As part of the annual Wyland 
National Mayor’s Challenge for 
Water Conservation – residents can 
take an online pledge to reduce 

their personal environmental impact. Those who enter will 
have a chance to win $3,000 toward home utility payments, 
water saving fixtures and hundreds of other prizes. Residents 
can also nominate a local charity for a chance to win a 2019 
Toyota Highlander Hybrid.

The challenge, which runs through April 30, is a non-profit, 
national community service campaign that encourages 
residents to make a series of simple pledges to use water 
more efficiently, reduce pollution, and save energy.

The National Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation 
is presented by the Wyland Foundation and Toyota, with 
support from the U.S EPA WaterSense, The Toro Company, 
National League of Cities, Conserva Irrigation, EcoSystems 
Inc., and Earth Friendly Products (makers of ECOS).

Pledge to reduce your water use on behalf of the City of 
Burnsville and enter to win prizes at www.mywaterpledge.com.

Fertilize Lawns... Not the Street
Fertilizer that ends up on hard 
surfaces will likely be washed into 
a storm drain and sent to your 
neighborhood pond, which causes an 
explosion of algae growth.

Walk Your Dog, Bring a Bag
Clean up your dog’s droppings so 
they don’t wash down a storm drain. 
Not only is it gross to step in, but your 
dog’s waste harbors harmful bacteria 
and boosts algae growth in ponds.

Don’t Feed the Storm Drain
Only rain down the storm drain! Don’t 
dump yard waste, motor oil or paint 
down the storm drains. Also, wash 
your car on the lawn so soapy water 
doesn’t run into the street.

3 4 5

Lawn Watering 
Restrictions in Effect
Watering restrictions help ensure an adequate 
water supply in the hot summer months. 
Burnsville’s watering restrictions are in effect from 
April 1 to Sept. 30 each year.

• Homes with even-numbered addresses may 
water their lawns before 11 a.m. or after  
3 p.m. on even-numbered calendar dates

• Homes with odd-numbered addresses may 
water their lawns before 11 a.m. or after  
3 p.m. on odd-numbered calendar dates

• If there are 31 days in a month, both even 
and odd addresses can water on the 31st

• No lawn or garden sprinkling or other 
irrigation can take place between 11 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on any day

• Hand-watering of flower pots/baskets and 
vegetable gardens is permitted at any time

• Residents with newly seeded lawns or new 
sod and landscaping can contact the Public 
Works Department at 952-895-4550 to be 
placed on a 20-day restriction exemption list

The City’s annual Drinking Water Report is available at www.burnsvillemn.gov/waterreport.
Individuals may request a paper copy by calling 952-895-4550.

Drinking Water 
Certified Safe
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Environmental Guide
Environmental Guide for Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

D a k o t a V a l l e y R e c y c l i n g . o r g   |   Tw i t t e r :  @ D V R e c y c l i n g   |   9 5 2 . 8 9 5 . 4 5 5 9  

We hear the words “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” A LOT. But did you know that phrase is actually telling us the preferred order in which to 
take those actions? While it’s true recycling is a very important way to keep waste out of the landfill, it is just as (or more) important to 
prevent waste from being created in the first place!

Learn how to stop waste in its tracks with these tips on how to Reduce and Reuse in your home and on the go.

This guide is partially funded by Dakota County, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and the Cities of Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

Don’t Trash it - Reuse it!
 
Implement these easy reuse ideas to give your stuff a new life.

Repair: Try to repair an item before throwing it away, keeping it useful and  
functional for as long as possible. Dakota County’s Fix-It Clinics are a great way  
to do this!

Creative Reuse: Think outside the box and take discarded, worn  
or broken items and turn them into something new, like turning old t-shirts into  
a rug or quilt.

Reuse Opportunities: Whether discarding or acquiring,  
prioritize reuse opportunities like; Thrift Stores, Community Exchanges, Garage  
Sales, Auctions, Consignment Shops, Swaps, and more. Your old items may  
be someone else’s treasure! 

Reuse Resources: 
iFixit.com · ReuseMN.org · Bridging.org · Dakota County Green Guide

 

Making the switch from single-use plastics and other items to more 
sustainable choices is a GREAT way to reduce the amount of waste 
that is sent to landfills.

See how much waste you can prevent from going to a landfill for an 
entire year by making these simple swaps: 

Make Single-Use Swaps

When you’re shopping, ask 
yourself these 4 questions.

1. Do I truly need this, or can I get  
 by without it?

2. Can I borrow, rent, or trade for  
 this item?

3. If I really need to buy it, can I  
 get it second-hand?

4. If I do buy new, how long will  
 it last/can I get a lifetime  
 warranty?

Source: MPCA, 5 High Impact Actions You Can Take

the BinBeyond

1 Reusable water bottle prevents 

175 plastic water bottles
1 Reusable mug prevents

350 coffee cups
1 Reusable bag prevents 
170 plastic bags

1 Reusable straw prevents

540 plastic straws 

Source: Green Dream Foundation

buy less stuff
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RECYCLING AT HOME 
These guidelines apply to residents in Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

Maybe: Depends on your Hauler
For an up-to-date list of what items are accepted in your curbside bin, visit DakotaValleyRecycling.org/curbside.  
Click on your hauler’s logo to see the items you can recyle.

Never: Plastic bags, garden hoses and Styrofoam®

PAPER
• Office and school paper 
• Mail and envelopes
• Newspapers, inserts, magazines and catalogs 
• Phone books
• Dry food boxes (cereal, crackers, pasta, etc.)
• Boxes from toothpaste, medications, etc. 
• Empty paper towel and toilet paper rolls
• Refrigerated food and beverage boxes
• Cardboard boxes (flattened)

PLASTIC 
Leave caps & lids on 
• ALL plastic bottles 
• ALL milk, juice and water jugs 
• Margarine, cream cheese  
 and other tubs
• Yogurt, pudding and fruit cups
• Clear produce and deli containers

GLASS
• Glass beverage bottles and  
 food jars

METAL
• Aluminum beverage cans
• Steel soup and food cans 

CARTONS
• Milk and juice cartons
• Juice boxes
• Soup, broth and wine 
 cartons

651-905-4520 
3365 Dodd Road

Eagan, MN

www.dakotacounty.us 
Search: Recycling Zone

Hours:
Wed: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Thurs: Noon – 8 p.m.
Fri: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sat: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

To schedule a free  
Educational Experience  

call 952-891-7557

Household Hazardous Waste Area
Paint, cleaners, chemicals, batteries,  
gasoline, automotive fluids and fluorescent 
bulbs accepted for free (households ONLY)

Recycling
Glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles/jugs/
tubs, metal cans, paper, cardboard, scrap 
metal and cooking oil (Free).

Home Sharps
Sharps (needles, syringes, lancets) in a  
rigid, sealed container with the label “Do 
not recycle: household sharps.” Accepted 
for free from residents only.

Electronics Recycling
Computers & accessories, laptops, VCRs, 
DVD players and game systems (Free 
households ONLY). Small household 
electronics such as toasters, coffee makers, 
hair dryers and vacuum cleaners are also 
accepted. Remove batteries and glass parts. 

TVs and computer monitor fee: $10/each

Not Accepted: major appliances,  
microwaves, exercise equipment,  
humidifiers, dehumidifiers, water heaters, 
medical waste.

Reuse Area
Products brought in for disposal—such  
as paint, cleaners, fertilizers and solvents—
are available for free to visitors if they are 
still useable.

Check out these other services: 

· Eyeglasses Recycling

· Lead Sinker Exchange

· Mercury Thermometer Exchange

For a full list of items that can be  
disposed of at The Recycling Zone,  
go to www.dakotacounty.us and search 
“materials accepted.”

Services Offered at The Recycling Zone 
A valid driver’s license is required to bring items to The Recycling Zone.
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Wetland Monitoring
Volunteers are also needed for Burnsville’s Wetland Health Evaluation Program 
(WHEP). Volunteers will visit several wetland sites to collect samples, identify aquatic 
insects and survey wetland plants. 

The average total time commitment is between 10 and 30 hours from May through 
August. No experience is required; all volunteers will receive training, equipment, 
and will be guided by an experienced team leader. 

Application deadline is Wednesday, May 15. Learn more or register at 
www.mnwhep.org or call the Dakota County Water Resources Department at 
952-891-7000.

Storm Drain Stenciling
Many people don’t know that storm drains – located on roadways – drain directly to 
local ponds, rivers and lakes without any sort of treatment. This lack of understanding 
can result in illegal dumping of pollutants into storm drains.  

Volunteers are needed to help educate neighbors by storm drain stenciling. The City 
has stenciling kits available for small or large volunteer groups.   

Using stencils and a map provided by the City, volunteers will mark storm drains with 
messages such as “Only Rain Down the Drain.” 
  
For more information or to volunteer visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/stencil. Report any 
suspected illegal dumping in storm drains. Signs of dumped pollutants include water 
with a strange color and odor, as well as stains around storm drains. Suspected illegal 
dumping can be reported to Burnsville’s Public Works Department at 952-895-4550.

Volunteers Needed to Protect Local Water Quality

Stenciling helps discourage 
illegal dumping in storm drains.

Learn about wetland plants and 
animals – and make friends with 
a tree frog or two!

Online 
Presale for 

Trees Closes 
Soon

Trees protect water quality, reduce energy bills and add beauty to yards. To 
encourage tree planting in Burnsville, the City hosts an Arbor Day Tree Sale. A 
variety of bare-root trees are available.

New in 2019, all trees are being sold by pre-order only. No day-of purchases. 

Who: Burnsville residents only
Order Deadline: Friday, April 26 at noon
Pick Up Date/Time: Friday, April 26 • 3:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Pick Up Location: Across from Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: $25 – $60 per tree

There is a maximum purchase of two trees per household. Locally-grown, bare-
root trees will range from 5 to 12 feet tall. 

To order trees, and for a complete list of available trees, pricing, tips and 
information on boulevard planting visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/treesale.
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Food waste is the largest component of our trash in 
Minnesota at 18 percent. Through the ongoing “Save 
the Food” campaign, created by the Ad Council and 
National Resources Defense Council, residents are 
encouraged to get to know their fridge a little better. 

Overall, from farm to fork, we throw away 40 percent 
of the food we grow. Residents alone make up 25 
percent of the food tossed. That’s like buying four bags 
of groceries, dropping one in the grocery store parking 
lot, and not picking it up.

There are many great online resources and phone apps with ideas on how to use your leftovers. From soup to 
shepherd’s pie, get inspired at BigOven.com or Allrecipes.com to use up ingredients before they have to go in the trash.

For more information visit www.savethefood.com. 

Save the Food

Kick those unwanted items to the curb during Burnsville’s 
2019 Curbside Collection Week. Residents will get a 
discount on curbside pickup of bulky items, appliances 
and electronics. 

When: June 10 – 15
Where: Your residence, at the curb
Cost: Per-item fee; cash or check only

Contact Certified Recycling at 952-894-1448 or 
Buckingham Disposal at 952-226-6441 to schedule 
a pickup and arrange payment. Mention the “I Love 
Burnsville Curbside Collection” to receive a reduced 
rate on items.  

Pickup will be on the same day as your weekly garbage 
collection. Call by 2 p.m. the day before to use this 
promotion.

For pricing and a list of accepted items visit  
www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org and search  
“I Love Burnsville.” 

Questions? Call Dakota Valley Recycling at 952-895-4511 
For directions or specific item information, call  at 952-890-1100 

 

Expires 12/31/19. One per household. No copies or  
reproductions will be accepted. Burnsville residents only. 

Businesses are not eligible for this promotion. 

: Appliances, electronics, 
hazardous or yard waste. 

: Burnsville Sanitary Landfill, 2650 West Cliff Rd. 

: Mattresses, furniture, carpeting,  
windows, doors, and small amounts of lumber.  

Burnsville Driver’s License required. 
Limited to one pickup truck load 

(or trailer of equivalent size) 

: During business hours from  
May 31, 2019 to December 31, 2019 
 

: Monday-Friday 7:00 am-4:30 pm          

Redeem this IBurnsville disposal coupon at  
the Burnsville Sanitary Landfill to drop off 

 one pickup truck load of bulky items for FREE! 

Curbside Collection
TRASH YOUR TRASH
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Warning! 
There is a trio of criminal monsters that can attack your home. The 
slippery gang goes by the name of “FOG,” which is short for Sir Fats, 
Mister Oils and Gangster Grease. FOG is dangerous and does its 
dirty work underground. This gang is lurking… wreaking havoc… 
waiting for the opportunity to meet you in person. If that happens, 
there will be a real mess!

How does FOG Attack?
When fats, oils and grease are poured down the sink (or the toilet) 
they solidify and build up in the pipes. The build-up continues to grow 
and create clogs, which can lead to costly sewer back-ups.

Protect Yourself from FOG
• Cool pans, dishes, fryers etc., then scrape or wipe food, oil and 

grease into a trash bin
• Put used oil and grease into covered collection containers
• Prewash dishes and pans with cold water before putting them in 

the dishwasher
• Never pour or wash oil or grease down any drain

For more information on fats, oils and grease protection visit  
www.burnsvillemn.gov/FOG.

BURNSVILLE
WATER AND SEWER DIVISION

BURNSVILLE
WATER AND SEWER DIVISION

BURNSVILLE
WATER AND SEWER DIVISION

Water and Sewer Division
presents

Burnsville’s

“Most Wanted” graphic courtesy of the City of Palm Bay, Florida

Avoid putting food down the drain even if  there 
is a garbage disposal. Food particles can get 
caught in FOG build-up, and can lead to a higher 
chance of  sewer back-ups and overflows.
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City-owned fire hydrants are flushed in the spring and fall to 
ensure they are in working order for fire protection, and to 
remove mineral deposits that may accumulate in water mains.

Spring 2019 Hydrant Flushing
Dates: April 22 – May 31 (weather permitting)
Hours: Between 5 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Days: Monday through Friday 

(plus some weekends if necessary)

What to Expect
Most residents won’t notice much difference in their daily lives during hydrant flushing; however, it can stir up mineral 
deposits and may temporarily cause:
• Changes in water flow patterns and water pressure
• Increased chlorine odor
• Discolored water

Hydrant flushing does not create health concerns, but may impact the aesthetic quality of the water. If discolored water 
is present, residents may correct the problem by opening all cold water faucets and allow them to run at the same time 
until the water clears.

During hydrant flushing, residents are encouraged to check the color of their water prior to doing laundry. Discolored 
water may stain clothes, particularly whites. Rust remover is available from the Burnsville Maintenance Facility, 13713 
Frontier Court, for residents whose laundry has become discolored as a result of hydrant flushing.

View a progress map to see if hydrant flushing is happening in your neighborhood at www.burnsvillemn.gov/hydrants.

2019 Hydrant Flushing

Appliance, Furniture and Electronics Removal
Burnsville residents 62 and older may be eligible for grant funding for 
the removal of old appliances, furniture and electronics in their home. To 
qualify, applicants must be 62 years old or older, live in Burnsville and be 
physically or financially unable to dispose of the items.

For more information or to request a grant application call 952-895-4575.

Free Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors
The Burnsville Fire Department, in partnership with DARTS, is offering free 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to Burnsville residents 62 and older 
(other qualifications may apply). A DARTS employee will deliver and install 
the detector(s) in homes.

DARTS is a nonprofit organization providing personalized and professional 
services for older adults and their loved ones.

To learn more or to find out if you qualify call DARTS at 651-234-2233.

Household Help for Older Adults
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A decade of concerts, comedians, conferences and a commitment to arts and culture were celebrated 
this spring as the Ames Center marked its 10th year of operation.

More than 200 residents, city officials, donors and businesspeople took part in the Ames Center 
10th Anniversary Celebration on March 20. Coined, “A Night to Celebrate the Arts, 

Entertainment and Culture,” the event included hors d’oeuvres, pop-up performances 
by Twin Cities Ballet of Minnesota and Dakota Valley Symphony and Chorus, and 

a headlining performance by ABBARAMA.

“This was truly a milestone worth commemorating, and I am so 
proud of the work that has been put in by so many people 

over the last 10 years to help this venue – and the 
entire Heart of the City area – reach its current 
success,” said Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth Kautz. “It 
was a great opportunity to celebrate the facility’s 
journey, and look forward to its bright future.”

AMES CENTER 
Celebrates 10 Years
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Ames Center History
The idea of a performing arts center in Burnsville was first discussed in 
1998, as the City was developing a concept for its largescale Heart 
of the City development. At the time, Kautz says it was unique and 
controversial – but the idea all along was that a public performing 
arts center would serve as a draw for visitors, an engine for economic 
development in the area, and a landmark to help Burnsville stand out.

“For the last 10 years, that idea has been a reality,” said Kautz

In 2014, the Burnsville Performing Arts Center became the Ames Center, 
thanks to a $1 million naming rights agreement with Butch and Dick Ames 
and Ames Construction – long-time Burnsville community and business 
members. 

Dick Ames, who passed away in January 2019, was recognized at the March 20 event.

“We are honored to have the Ames family name grace this wonderful 
building,” said Kautz during her remarks. “While Dick will be missed dearly, 
he will always be remembered – and we hope the Ames family will continue 
to look on this building with pride.”

Stability in Management
Since opening its doors in 2009, the Ames Center has been managed by 
VenuWorks. Brian Luther has been the facility’s executive director since 2011, 
and has been instrumental in helping the venue increase revenues; attract 
local, regional and national touring acts; and increase attendance. 

“The growth of the Ames Center over the last 10 years has been remarkable, 
and I’m proud to have worked with so many great people in my time here,” 
said Luther. “We are excited to see this beautiful facility continue to shine in 
the next 10 years – and beyond!”

The Ames Center 10th Anniversary event was made possible by donations from 
Ames Construction, Inc., Firefly Credit Union and VenuWorks. All ticket proceeds 
were directed to the Ames Center programming fund. For information on 
upcoming shows and programs visit www.ames-center.com. 

Mayor Elizabeth Kautz during the Ames 
Center’s 2008 “Beam Signing” ceremony.

Ames Center Executive Director  
Brian Luther and Mayor Elizabeth Kautz 
at the 10th Anniversary Celebration.

Construction on the Ames Center (formerly the Burnsville Performing Arts Center) began in 2008. The facility held its 
opening night reception on Jan. 21, 2009.
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A number of new development and construction projects are 
underway in Burnsville. Here are a few of the projects you 
will see taking shape around the city.

• Hertz Car Sales will be replacing the former Perkins 
restaurant at 12750 W. Frontage Road.  

• Five Guys (burgers), Jersey Mikes (subs) and Sprint 
are remodeling and moving into the former Precision 
Tune Auto Care building at 1404 County Road 42 W. 

• Park Nicollet at 14000 Fairview Drive is expanding 
their space to include an 80,000 square-foot building 
and new parking structure.

• Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is expanding their 
location at 13801 Fairview Drive to include new offices, 
meeting rooms, classrooms, music, workshop and storage spaces.  

• Roers Companies is building two new, high-amenity rental properties. A 134-unit senior living facility at 14401 
Grand Ave. S. and and a 137-unit apartment complex with retail space at 7 Travelers Trail. 

• United Properties is building an 18,500 square-foot medical office at 14451 Grand Ave. S. 
• Walser Subaru is building a new dealership and carwash at 14900 Buck Hill Road. 

Burnsville Means Business
Current Projects Underway

Starting or growing a small business isn’t easy, and hiring a trusted advisor to help get a business off the ground is 
usually very expensive. To encourage small business growth, Burnsville continues to offer free, one-on-one small business 
consulting through its “Open To Business” initiative.

“Open to Business” provides free business consulting to existing small businesses and aspiring entrepreneurs. The 
program wrapped up its sixth year in 2018. Since its start in 2012, it has assisted 167 clients from Burnsville! The 
program offers free support in marketing, start-up planning, financial planning/loan support and business consulting.  

“Open to Business” assisted 19 new clients in 2018. Examples of small businesses helped include:

• Marketing agency
• Auto repair 
• Gravesite care 
• Laundromat 
• Retail 

• Personal care 
• Cellphone repair
• Veterinarian
• Tutoring 
• Information technology

• Cleaning service
• Pet care
• Fitness
• Consignment sales

For more information on the services offered or to schedule a free consulting 
appointment contact Laurie Crow, Business Advisor at 952-484-3107 or lcrow@mccdmn.org.

‘Open to Business’ Initiative Continues Success

The City of Burnsville has recently launched a new 
development-tracking map. The map shows the location 
and progress of projects taking place around Burnsville. 
Take a look at www.burnsvillemn.gov/whyburnsville. 
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• ALLSound Hearing
• Capitol Café 
• Fuzion Print 
• Helpertech Cell Phone Repair 
• Kazoku Japanese Cuisine 

• RZ Industries 
• Sounds Good! 
• Sprint 
• Stevens Family Law & Mediation 

PLLC

Welcome to These New Burnsville Businesses

If you have a new business in Burnsville contact Economic Development Coordinator
Skip Nienhaus at 952-895-4454 or skip.nienhaus@burnsvillemn.gov to schedule a welcome visit.

In late 2018, the City of Burnsville completed its “Burnsville Center Village Vision.” The vision plan outlines short, mid- 
and long-range goals for redevelopment in the retail corridor along County Road 42, which includes the Burnsville 
Center. 

About the Burnsville Center Village Vision
This exciting plan – in its very early stages – will 
help reimagine, reestablish and reinvigorate this 
important retail corridor as a local and regional 
destination. Currently in the concept stage, the 
plan is designed to be flexible by accommodating 
existing large-footprint stores while, over time, 
evolving to the changing needs in retail, new 
technology and consumer shopping habits. 

Over the next several years, the City will work 
with property owners and other stakeholders in the 
area to partner on development opportunities and 
growth. The hope is that the Burnsville Center Village 
Vision will be a catalyst to transform development 
and spur positive change in the area.

Strategies of the Vision Plan
Among the strategies outlined in the plan, the City hopes the framework will lead to:

• Reimagined connections, such as a bridge or underpass crossing County Road 42 
• Improved access points for jobs, goods and services in the area
• A broader mix of allowed land use, including new neighborhoods and housing mixed with retail, parks, hotels, 

clinics, co-sharing work places, start-up offices, brew pubs and maker spaces
• A future Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit Station and enhanced transportation choices such as walking, biking, 

personal transit modes and bus travel

To view the Burnsville Center Village Vision and other exciting development projects taking place in Burnsville visit 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/WhyBurnsville.

Work Continues on Burnsville Center Village Vision

This artist’s sketch shows a potential concept of how the Burnsville 
Center Village area may look with future redevelopment.
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After three decades of giving his heart and soul to one police department, 
Burnsville’s sixth Police Chief will step into his next chapter in life… something 
he hopes is a little quieter. On April 30, 2019, Eric Gieseke will turn in his 
badge, phone, and requirement to be on-call 24/7, 365 days a year as he 
retires from the Burnsville Police Department.

Humble Beginnings
As an eight year old child 
growing up in Brooklyn Park, 
Gieseke says his doorbell 
would ring often, and 
standing in the doorway 
would be his best friend, 
crying and afraid. Growing 
up in an abusive household, 
the child would often seek 
out the Giesekes to provide 
a safe haven. 

“I remember once, when the 
police were called, seeing 
the relief in my friend’s eyes 

when the sirens grew louder and louder,” said Gieseke “She knew that the 
police were there to help.”

Those moments of terror provided inspiration for Gieseke. He wanted to be 
one of those rescuers in a uniform that came when you needed them most.

A Path Toward Policing
In middle school, Gieseke says he would often get into trouble and would 
be asked to leave class. Being ousted from class more and more frequently, 
he was noticed by the school’s police liaison, Andy Anderson, a Champlin 
Police Officer. Anderson could see that Gieseke needed an outlet that 
would focus his energies, and that outlet ended up being gymnastics, which 
Anderson coached.  

Gymnastics not only focused Gieseke’s middle-school energy, but also 
led him to a full-ride scholarship to the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Having that officer in the school, he says, literally changed the direction of 
his life. 

Early Career
Gieseke began his career in Burnsville as an entry-level cadet in 1989. He 
says he was hungry to work his way to becoming a patrol officer. 

Police Chief Bids Burnsville 
a Fond Farewell

Police Cadet Gieseke leads children through 
a Bicycle Safety Rodeo course. 
From the Sun current, May 16, 1990

“I’ve known Eric as a ball 
of energy that had no “off 
switch” since we started 
with the Burnsville Police 

Department as Police Cadets 
in the late 80s. He was a 

definite “go getter” that was 
excited about serving the 

people of Burnsville. We grew 
up together as young cops 

and faced a lot of “firsts” 
together while learning to be 
the best officers we could be. 

He always had my back and 
he still does today. Eric made 
coming to work enjoyable. He 
knew when to be serious and 

he knew when to have fun. 
Both are needed with all the 

stresses involved in policing.” 
– Christi Carpenter
Burnsville Detective

“I call on Eric to speak at Public 
Safety Leadership classes 
that I teach at St. Thomas. It is 
always great to have Eric there. 
He is straight-forward about 
his experiences and the role of 
law enforcement leadership. 
He provides students with a 
true sense of the highlights and 
challenges of the world they are 
aspiring to get into.” 
– Tim Leslie
Dakota County Sheriff
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“Back then, I never thought I would be a police chief,” he said. “I just 
wanted to get in a squad car and out on the streets to help people,” said 
Gieseke. 

He was promoted to a sworn police officer two years later in May 1991. 
Gieseke worked 12 years on the night shift as a patrol officer. His climb 
up the law enforcement ladder included a promotion to Sergeant in 2003; 
promotion to Captain in 2006; and in 2012 he beat out 15-20 nationwide 
applicants for the Chief of Police position, which he has held for seven 
years. During his tenure, Gieseke has also worked as a Field Training 
Officer (FTO) and a member of the Emergency Action Group (better known 
as SWAT). 

His Legacy
Throughout his career, Gieseke has watched the department grow, develop 
and diversify. He worked with numerous mentors and mentored others. 
When asked about his biggest accomplishment he responded, “Simple. 
It is the modernization of the police facility,” referring to the large 
redevelopment of the police building, which included a 30-squad garage 
and concluded in February 2018.

Gieseke helped lead and champion the concept of community and 21st century policing, which focuses on community 
relationships and the training and well-being of officers. 

He also lead the adoption of body-worn officer cameras, which made Burnsville 
the first in the state, and one of the first in the nation, to use them as a part of 
daily policing. 

During his time at the Burnsville Police Department, Gieseke was named Burnsville 
Police Officer of the Year, State Officer of the Year by the Minnesota Police 
and Police Officers Association, and received the John R. Finnegan Freedom of 
Information Award from the Minnesota Coalition on Government Information. 

Farewell
“The minutes and hours go by 
slow… the years go by fast,” said 
Gieseke as he reminisces about 
his career as his retirement date 
nears.  He says that he will miss 
the people that served beside him 
the most, but that the memories of 
calls, camaraderie, residents and 
making a positive impact on the 
lives of many, will be with him 
forever.

Burnsville is in the process of 
hiring its seventh police chief. 

Chief Gieseke stands with Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth Kautz, Dakota County Attorney Jim Backstrom, and residents Michael and Nancy Huddleston during Night to Unite, Aug. 7, 2018.

“Like many others in the 
department, Eric trained me 
as a new officer. From day 
one, Eric held me accountable. 
Over the last 19 years I have 
been here, Eric has guided 
me out of my comfort zone 
on numerous occasions. He 
has challenged me, supported 
me, and at times pushed me. 
I learned and grew from all of 
it. Eric has been my biggest 
mentor in life.”
– Chris Wicklund
Burnsville Police Sergeant

“His high energy and positive 
attitude were infectious to 

those around him.  He is 
incredibly selfless and made 

many sacrifices over the years 
to better serve the community 

and the department. I was 
blessed to work with Eric for 

more than 23 years. As a 
partner, I trusted him with my 
life, knowing that he would be 

there for me.” 
– Bob Hawkins

Former Burnsville Police Chief

For more information on the Burnsville Police 
Department visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/police.
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For ticket information visit
www.ames-center.com or call 952-895-4680

Sinatra and Company
Music from the Rat Pack Era

A Colleen Raye Production
Masquerade Dance Theater

Saturday, June 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $28

Colleen Raye, Tim Patrick, Debbie O’Keefe along with the 
10-piece Blue Eyes Band present an entertaining evening 
of music and tales from the 50s and 60s crooners – guys 
and gals – in the legendary Rat 
Pack. You’ll hear songs 
from Frank Sinatra, 
Judy Garland, Dean 
Martin, Marilyn 
Monroe, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and more!

Get the Led Out: 
The American Led Zeppelin

Masquerade Dance Theater
Friday, Oct. 18 at 8 p.m.

Tickets: $30 – $50

From the bombastic and epic, to the folky 
and mystical, Get The Led Out, dubbed 
“The American Led Zeppelin,” have 
captured the essence of the recorded music 
of Led Zeppelin and bring it to the stage in 
Burnsville this fall!

Narnia: The Ballet
Presented by 

Twin Cities Ballet of  Minnesota
Masquerade Dance Theater

May 10 –12
Tickets: $22 – $38

Senior and youth discounts available

Based on the classic novel, 
“The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe” by C.S. 
Lewis. Twin Cities Ballet 
of Minnesota’s production 
features an original story 
adaption of the book, original 
music compilation
and production design.


