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Burnsville Police Captain Tanya Schwartz 
Named New Chief of Police
As a long-time member of the Burnsville Police 
Department, Tanya Schwartz will tell you that she wasn’t 
immediately thinking about becoming Police Chief when 
she began her law enforcement career as a Cadet in 
1995. Now, more than 23 years later, she welcomes 
her role as Burnsville’s seventh Chief of Police – and the 
first woman to hold the position. Schwartz succeeds Eric 
Gieseke, who retired in April 2019. 

“I am honored and privileged to have been offered 
this position,” Schwartz said. “I am so grateful for the 
City’s and community’s investment in me throughout my 
career, and am excited to give back and continue this 
department’s strong culture of service and excellence in 
policing.” 

Since her time as a police cadet, Schwartz has worked 
her way through the ranks in Burnsville as Patrol Officer 
(1996), Patrol Sergeant (2001), Detective Sergeant 
(2009) and Captain (2012). 

As Captain, Schwartz led the patrol, investigations and 
professional standards divisions of the department. 
She also represented the department on a number of 
committees and advisory boards, including the Dakota 
County Electronic Crimes Task Force Board, Dakota County 
Drug Task Force Board, Coordinated Community Response 
Committee, 1st Judicial Equal Justice Committee and more. 

Schwartz holds a Master’s degree in Public Safety 
Administration from Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, 
a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Augsburg 
College and a Law Enforcement Certificate from 
Metropolitan State University. She is also a graduate of 
the 264th FBI National Academy in Quantic, Va. 

“I am proud of the men and women in our department 
and the work they do each day,” said Schwartz. “I look 
forward to working with them and the rest of the City 
on the priorities they have identified as important to our 
agency moving forward.”

Tanya Schwartz was sworn in as Burnsville’s seventh  
Chief of Police on May 31, 2019.
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International Festival of Burnsville
Celebrate Burnsville’s global community with music and dance groups 
representing cultures from around the world. Event-goers can also purchase 
food, view cultural exhibits and participate in kid-friendly activities.

When: Saturday, July 20 • 3 – 9 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE admission; food and drinks available for purchase

Entertainment
3 p.m. Parade of Flags 5:20 p.m. Somali Museum Dance Troupe (Somalia)
3:30 p.m. Mariachi Centenario de MN (Mexico) 6 p.m. Jagoron (Bangladesh)
4 p.m. Sisters of the Sahara (Middle East) 6:40 p.m. High 48s (North American Bluegrass)
4:15 p.m. Rince Na Chroi (Ireland) 7:15 p.m. Siama’s Congo Music (Congo)
4:45 p.m. Sampson Brothers Arts (Native American) 8:15 p.m. Alma Andina (South America)

For more information visit https://intlfestburnsville.org.

Buck Concert Series
Buck Hill in #MyBurnsville will be hosting their second annual Buck Concert 
Series. Entertainment includes Lou Gramm (the original voice of Foreigner), 
Don Felder (formerly of the Eagles), and The Guess Who.

When: July 11 – 13
Where: Buck Hill, 15400 Buck Hill Road
Cost: Ticket prices vary

Visit Experience Burnsville at 
www.burnsvillemn.com for the full 
concert lineup and additional details.

Wildflower & Wildlife Nature Walk
Learn about the natural environment at Rudy Kreamer Nature Preserve while 
looking for wildlife and native wildflowers. Wear comfortable shoes and bring 
binoculars. Participants should expect to walk on gravel and woodchip trails.

Who: Ages 62+
When: Thursday, July 18 • 9 – 10:30 a.m.
Where: Rudy Kraemer Nature Preserve, 12799 Chowen Ave. S.
Cost: FREE
Register By: Monday, July 15

To register visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/recreation or call 952-895-4500.

E V E N T S

Photo credit: Mark Walentiny Photography
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E V E N T S

Night to Unite
Night to Unite gives neighbors the opportunity to get together; get to know one another; 
heighten awareness of crime, drug and violence prevention; and strengthen community 
partnerships. 

Residents are encouraged to lock their doors, turn on 
their exterior lights and spend the evening outside with 
neighbors. Register your neighborhood to get party 
handouts and the chance to have police, fire, City staff 
or other representatives visit your party.

When: Tuesday, Aug. 6 • 5:30 – 9 p.m.
Cost: Registering a party is FREE
Register By: Friday, July 26

For more information or to register your neighborhood 
party visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/NTU.

June’s Party on the 
Plaza was a rockin’ good 
time and we can’t wait 

to see you in July!

More meeting and event details on the City calendar at www.burnsvillemn.gov.
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Art and All That Jazz 
After a six-year hiatus, Art and All That Jazz is returning! 

The finale of Burnsville’s summer festival series, the event 
will include a day-long music and art fair with several live 
performances, vendors, food and beverages.

When: Saturday, Aug. 17 • Noon – 10 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE admission; food and vendor items available for purchase

For more information visit www.burnsvilleartjazz.com.

Burnsville Fire Muster
Burnsville’s longest-running festival, the Burnsville Fire Muster 
is a four-day event featuring a community block party, beer 
tasting and car show, live music, carnival, kids activities, safety 
demonstrations, food and beverage vendors, a fireworks display 
and the community and fire truck parades that started it all!

When: Sept. 4 – 7
Where: Most events at Civic Center Park
Cost: FREE admission to all events

For a full lineup of events visit www.burnsvillefiremuster.org. 

Schedule Highlights
Wednesday, Sept. 4 Thursday, Sept. 5

Walser Block Party featuring food, beer and  
The Pan-handlers Steele Drum Band

Red Lion Beer Tasting & Classic Car Show

Friday, Sept. 6 Saturday, Sept. 7
Food, beverage, carnival, entertainment and headliner 
the Johnny Holm Band

Parade, food, beverage, carnival, entertainment, kids 
activities, safety demonstrations, fireworks and music by 
World According to Garth and headliner 8 foot 4

E V E N T S

Entertainment
Outdoor Stage Indoor Stage
12:15 p.m. The Jack Brass Band 1 p.m. Lakeville South Big Band
1:15 p.m. Steve Clark and the Working Stiffs Presents 

The All-Star High School Jazz  Band
1:45 p.m. High School Band (TBD)

3:20 p.m. Merele and More 2:30 p.m. Rhaelee Gronhoiz
4:40 p.m. Patty Peterson Presents The Jazz Women All Stars 3:30 p.m. Joyann Parker
6 p.m. Steeling Dan 4:45 p.m. Johnnie Brown Experience
7:15 p.m. AMY – A Heartfelt Tribute to Amy Winehouse 

featuring Cate Fierro
6 p.m. Jaedyn James and the Hunger

8:30 p.m. Mick Sterling Presents A Billy Joel State of Mind 
featuring the Dakota Valley Symphony

7:30 p.m. The Big Explosion Big Band
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Heart of the City Race
The annual Heart of the City Race is a non-profit event to help the Boys and Girls Clubs of the 
Twin Cities and Kids Feeding Kids organization. The 5K, 10K and 15K certified courses take 
participants on residential streets through the Heart of the City. 

When: Saturday, Sept. 7
Time: 7:45 a.m. – 15K race

8 a.m. – 10k race
8:10 a.m. – 5k run/walk
9:15 a.m. – kids fun run

Where: Burnsville City Hall
100 Civic Center Parkway

Cost: $55 – 15k
$45 – 10k
$35 – 5k
$10 – kids fun run 

Save $10 when you sign up before July 31; save $5 when you sign up July 31 – Aug. 31. 
Learn more and register at www.HOTCRace.org.

Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Day
The City of Burnsville, in partnership with Dakota County 
and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, will accept a 
wide variety of items for proper disposal and recycling 
during the annual Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off. 

Accepted items include household cleaners, household and 
auto batteries, paint, CFL light bulbs and tubes, household 
electronics, cell phones, TV and computer monitors ($10), 
appliances (some $5), fire extinguishers, propane cylinders, 
lawn chemicals, gasoline, oil/oil filters, scrap metal, bicycles, 
tires, paper documents and more. 

Who: Dakota County Residents
When: Saturday, Sept. 28 • 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Where: Burnsville Maintenance Center

13713 Frontier Court

For a full list of accepted items and prices visit 
www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org “Updates and Events.”

E V E N T S

Don’t miss the Safe Summer Nights Community Grill Out on Aug. 15! 
Details on page 13.
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Just like any household or business, the City of Burnsville 
sets an annual budget. Based on community priorities, 
Burnsville’s budget typically puts a heavy focus on 
important services such as police, fire/emergency response, 
streets and parks.

The City will hold a number of public meetings to discuss 
the tax levy, services and priorities. Residents are 
encouraged to participate by attending meetings – or 
offering questions, comments or suggestions to City staff at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/budget.

All City Council meetings begin at 5:30 p.m., are cablecast 
live and replayed on Burnsville Civic Television Channel 
16/HD859 (for cable subscribers) and streamed online at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/meetings.    

For more budget information visit 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/budget. 

Burnsville Begins Work on 
2020 Budget

Nominate a Burnsville 
Community Builder
Big or small, community building comes in a variety 
of shapes and sizes. Do you know someone who has 
helped make Burnsville a better place to live, work 
and raise a family? 

The Burnsville City Council is currently accepting 
nominations for its 2019 Community Builder 
Award. The recognition is presented each year 
to individuals, community groups and businesses 
who – through their volunteer or work life – build a 
brighter future for Burnsville.

Who: All ages – individuals,  
community groups or businesses

Deadline: Friday, Aug. 30 at 4:30 p.m.

Examples of community building include displaying 
environmental stewardship, working with youth, 
teaching/mentoring, contributing to events and 
building community pride. 

The award has no age limit and has been presented 
to individuals from youth to senior citizens. Burnsville 
residency is not required. Awards will be presented 
during the Burnsville City Council Meeting Tuesday, 
Oct. 22 at 5:30 p.m.

Submit a Nomination
• At www.burnsvillemn.gov/communitybuilder OR
• Send a typed or printed letter, including the 

name of the nominee, your contact information 
and reason for the nomination to:

Community Builder Award
City of Burnsville
100 Civic Center Parkway
Burnsville, MN 55337 

For more information contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
952-895-4490 or macheal.collins@burnsvillemn.gov.

Meetings on the 2020 Budget: 
(dates are subject to change)

Tuesday, Sept. 10 Tuesday, Sept. 17

Discuss possible level for 
the maximum property 
tax levy

Consider adoption of the 
maximum property tax levy

Tuesday, Oct. 29 Tuesday, Nov. 12
Review all funds and 
capital improvements

Follow-up discussion 
(if necessary)

Tuesday, Dec. 3
Consider adoption of the 2020 budget
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The Minnesota Association of Government Communicators (MAGC) recognized the City of Burnsville Communications 
Department and Burnsville Community Television with three awards during its 37th-Annual Northern Lights Awards. 

Northern Lights Award – 1st Place
Online Communications (Website Design/Redesign)
BurnsvilleMN.gov
The City of Burnsville’s website had not been redesigned since 2011. The 
site’s look and functionality were outdated. Overall, the site was no longer 
serving the public efficiently and effectively. The City sought to create a 
new site with several key features:

• A modern, simple look-and-feel
• An emphasis on content that’s easy to find and relevant to site visitors
• A responsive design that’s mobile and tablet friendly

In addition to the new look, which launched in December 2018, the City 
also took the opportunity to change the website’s address to  
www.burnsvillemn.gov. The change makes the website’s address consistent 
with the domain used for staff email addresses.

Bronze Award – 3rd Place
Video (Promotional Video)
Sustainability Man Ep. 26 – Buckthorn-Munching Goats
In 2012, the City of Burnsville introduced “Sustainability Man” – a tights-
wearing superhero in search of “green projects and sustainable resources.” 
The series keeps viewers entertained by presenting topics in a creative 
format while educating about projects that support sustainable practices. 

This specific episode – Buckthorn-Munching Goats – was filmed in the fall 
of 2018 when 17 hungry-for-action goats arrived in Burnsville to battle 
buckthorn in Civic Center Park.

Award of Merit – Honorable Mention
Video (Video Short or Social Media Campaign)
No Overnight Parking PSA 
This video was created in early 2018 to inform and remind Burnsville 
residents of the City’s policy of no overnight street parking (between  
2 a.m. – 6 a.m.) year-round. 

Burnsville Community Television wanted to present the message in a fun 
and memorable way. The video follows a resident who rushes to move 
their vehicle before 2 a.m., while emphasizing the hours a vehicle can and 
cannot be parked on a residential street. 

Check out “Sustainability Man” and the “No Overnight 
Parking PSA” on the City’s YouTube channel, 
www.youtube.com/cityofburnsvillemn. On-street overnight parking is not allowed 

in the City of Burnsville year round.

Burnsville’s environmental hero in an 
episode about the buckthorn pilot project.

Burnsville Shines Bright at Northern Lights Awards

Website after redesign

Website before redesign
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Burnsville’s Heart of the City has always been a 
place where people can come to recharge their 

mental batteries with relaxing park spaces,  
delicious dining, and unique shopping experiences. 

Now, the Heart of the City is a place where  
electric vehicles can recharge as well.

lectrifying AdditionsE

In response to the growing popularity of electric and hybrid vehicles, Burnsville has installed three ChargePoint 
charging stations around the Heart of the City. The City received a grant from the State of Minnesota to pay for the 
charging stations.

“There are people with electric vehicles who visit the area and stay for a few hours,” explained City Engineer Jen 
Desrude. “It’s a good opportunity for them to charge their vehicle.” 

Using the Charging Stations
Charging stations have been installed in three locations:

• One station, two plugs in the Heart of the City Parking ramp  
(Level 2)

• One station, two plugs in the Heart of the City Parking deck  
(Top Level)

• One station, one plug in a surface lot on the corner of  
Nicollet Avenue and East 125th Street

MnDOT estimates that there are 6,000 electric/hybrid 
vehicles in Minnesota, but the agency has a goal to 
increase that number to 200,000 by the year 2030.

Heart of the City charging station locations.

126th Street West

Travelers Trail
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On average, an electric vehicle creates half  as 
much carbon pollution as a gas-powered vehicle.
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to the Heart of the City

The City of Burnsville’s fleet currently includes eight hybrid and electric vehicles. While the 
Toyota Prius makes up a majority of the City’s hybrid fleet, a newcomer has recently come 
to town. The City’s Proactive Inspections Division recently purchased the City’s first plug-in 
electric vehicle, a Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV, to help 
reduce the City’s fuel usage and costs while  

   increasing environmental sustainability efforts.

“We’re in our cars all day driving around the city,” explained Inspector Ted 
Oakland. “The Outlander can go about 30 miles on an electric charge before 
switching over to gas power. I can get a lot of work done in 30 miles.”

The Outlander is larger than the Prius and uses its electric battery as the 
primary power source. The Proactive Inspections Division is optimistic that the 
vehicle will work well for their needs. The City’s Fleet Maintenance Division will 
also be keeping an eye on the vehicle to determine if the Outlander is a good 
candidate to replace other aging City vehicles.

The City’s new electric vehicle charges 
in the staff parking lot at City Hall.

Electric vehicle drivers can travel from the Twin Cities metro area to Duluth thanks to a 
“Charging Corridor” – a series of  fast-charging stations along I-35.

Drivers can register their electric vehicles with ChargePoint.com 
and pay directly through the ChargePoint app. Cars will be 
charged a nominal fee to help the City cover maintenance.  
Costs start at:

• 10 cents per kilowatt hour while charging  
(an average electric car uses approximately 7 kilowatt hours 
while charging)

• Free one-hour grace period after car is charged
• $2 per hour after the one-hour grace period

“We’ve installed these stations to try to meet demand and 
promote green alternatives,” said Desrude. “Installing these 
stations helps us meet goals in the City’s Sustainability Plan, and 
we feel it’s the right thing to do.”

Measuring Success
ChargePoint will provide the City with data such as how many charging hours are used and how many customers are 
first-time versus returning visitors. The City will use that information to determine if additional charging stations are 
needed in Burnsville.

Electric vehicle drivers can use the Heart of the City’s charging stations by using the ChargePoint app (available in the 
Apple App Store and Google Play Store) or creating an account at www.chargepoint.com.

The charging station on Nicollet Avenue and  
125th Street.
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Building Relationships in Burnsville
Community Resource Officers Focus on Community-Oriented Policing

It’s 10 a.m. on a Wednesday in May, and the Burnsville 
City Council Chambers is filled with inquisitive older adults 
getting the “low-down” on Burnsville’s K-9 program. 
Members of the Burnsville Police Community Resource Unit 
(CRU) watch as the department’s K-9 expert captivates 
the audience during the “Senior Safety Academy.” They 
helped create this moment – and their pride is evident. 

Burnsville’s CRU is comprised of two uniformed officers – 
Sergeant Dan Anderson and Officer Melissa Archambault. 
These Community Resource Officers should really be 
called Burnsville’s “Community Relationship Officers,” 
because building relationships is the core of their jobs. 

Positive Policing Builds Positive Relationships
“This unit is specifically designed to promote positive 
relationships and lasting partnerships with all members 
of our community,” explained Police Chief Tanya 
Schwartz. “The work that Sergeant Anderson and Officer 
Archambault do each day is critical to enhancing our 
department’s relationship and trust within our community.”

Instead of seeking out the “bad,” the CRU creates 
opportunities to connect and promote the “good.” They 
work with individuals, neighborhoods and organizations 
to provide crime and fire safety prevention seminars; 
participate in speaking engagements; and attend 
community events to better get to know the community. 
These interactions help the community get to know the 
person behind the badge.

“I love this position because I’m doing something different 
every day,” Anderson said. “One day I’m working with 
preschools, the next with seniors and the next reviewing 
construction plans for proper parking, lighting and other 
safety issues.” 

According to Schwartz, the work of this unit aligns with 
and promotes 21st Century Policing, which focuses on 
building relationships. It also provides the opportunity 
for residents to see police officers as people and not just 
someone who may have given them a ticket.

“I wish all Burnsville officers could experience this 
position,” Anderson said. “It shows a much different 
perspective of how law enforcement, City staff and the 
community work together.”

For more information on the Burnsville Police Department 
visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/police.

Citizens Academy
Citizens Academy is one of the most popular programs 
coordinated by Burnsville’s Community Resource Unit. This 
nine-week course allows community members to get a 
“behind-the-scenes” look at police work and learn how 
they can help prevent crime.

Participants learn policing techniques that are not 
normally presented to people outside of law enforcement. 
The academy is comprised of both lectures and hands-on 
exercises. 

Who: Adults ages 18+ who live or work in Burnsville
When: Thursdays, Oct. 10 – Dec. 12 • 6 – 9 p.m.

(Last October class held on Wednesday,  
Oct. 30. No class on Thursday, Nov. 28)

Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE (must pass a background check)

 
The application period opens July 15 at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/citizensacademy. Citizens Academy is 
always at capacity so apply early. A submitted application 
does not guarantee a spot.

Officer Lauren Smith shares information about the Burnsville 
K-9 unit at the 2019 Senior Academy.
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Safe Summer Nights
Community Get-Together and Grill Out

When: Thursday, Aug. 15
Time: 5 – 7:30 p.m.
Where: Neill Park, 13501 Upton Ave.
Cost: FREE

Questions? Contact Burnsville Police Captain Jef Behnken at 952-895-4634 
or jef.behnken@burnsvillemn.gov, or Police Sergeant Dan Anderson at 952-895-4596 
or daniel.anderson@burnsvillemn.gov.

The event will include members of the Sheriff’s 
office, Police and Fire departments, police 
cars, fire trucks, the Mobile Command Post, 
demonstrations and more.

Join the Burnsville Police and Fire departments, 
along with the Dakota County Sheriff’s Office for 
an evening to promote safety, crime prevention 
and positive community relationships.

Enjoy hamburgers, hot dogs, snacks and beverages while getting to 
know your local emergency responders.

13



Buckthorn is an invasive plant that has many negative impacts on the environment. 
Removing buckthorn is a challenge, but for those looking to help local wildlife, 
prevent erosion and make the woods more usable – it’s worth the battle!

Residents are invited to team up to organize a buckthorn removal project on 
private property in their neighborhood. Groups selected for the program will have 
their cut buckthorn picked up by the City free-of-charge.   

Neighborhoods must apply and be approved to qualify for free pickup. A 
minimum of three participating homeowners is required. Pick-up options may also 
be available for individual property owners with large lots.  
 
Applications are due by Wednesday, July 31. For more information or to apply visit 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/nominate or call 952-895-4543.Buckthorn stacks up fast when you 

start cutting. Apply to get help 
hauling it away from your property.

Knock Out Invasive Plants and Support Pollinators

Neighborhood Buckthorn Pickup Program

City Compost Site Open for 
Buckthorn Disposal
Burnsville’s compost site will be open for buckthorn disposal the last weekend 
of every month July through September, and every weekend in October. 

Who: Burnsville residents
When: July 27 – 28; Aug. 24 – 25; Sept. 28 – 29; Oct. 5 – 6;  

Oct. 12 – 13; Oct. 19 – 20; and Oct. 26 – 27
Time: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: Behind the businesses at 121st Street and Pleasant Avenue
Cost: FREE

 
For a map to the compost site, images of buckthorn, removal tips and more 
information visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/buckthorn.
14



Volunteers are needed to help remove buckthorn from City park land.
Find more information or apply to volunteer at www.burnsvillemn.gov/volunteer!

This workshop will be led by Bre Bauerly, land manager and invasive species 
expert with Minnesota Native Landscapes, Inc. Bauerly has worked on many large 
and successful buckthorn removal and habitat restoration projects around the state.
  
Participants will learn how to successfully remove buckthorn, how to bring back 
native plants and what City programs are available to assist with buckthorn 
removal. 

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Thursday, Sept. 12 • 6:15 – 7:30 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

 
Register online at www.burnsvillemn.gov/buckthorn. 

Take Back Your Woods:
How to Win the Buckthorn Battle

Bre Bauerly is a land manager 
and invasive species expert with 
Minnesota Native Landscapes.

Protecting Pollinators:
Selecting Native Trees & Shrubs that Support Pollinators and Birds

Want to learn how to have a positive impact on pollinators and 
birds? Attend the upcoming Burnsville Pollinator Workshop. Join 
expert and award-winning author Heather Holm for an engaging 
discussion on selecting native trees and shrubs.
 
Holm will discuss the answers to questions such as “what are the 
habitat and food requirements for local pollinators and birds,” and 
“what native trees and shrubs provide these resources?”   

This workshop is for anyone who is interested in supporting 
pollinators in their yard! 

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Thursday, Aug. 1 • 6:15 – 7:15 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

 
Register online or learn more at www.burnsvillemn.gov/nativeplants. 

Willow flowers are an important spring forage 
plant for bees.
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Help Complete First Responder Sculpture
‘HOMAGE’

The Burnsville Community Foundation is seeking 
support to help complete “HOMAGE,” a life-
size, bronze sculpture depicting a police officer, 
firefighter and a paramedic. Once complete, the 
sculpture will stand outside the Burnsville Police 
Department and Burnsville City Hall as public 
thanks and respect for the brave men and women 
who serve and protect the community.

Donations Sought
The Community Foundation is in its last round of 
fundraising, and plans to unveil and dedicate the 
sculpture this fall. In addition to the sculpture, the 
project will include new landscaping in front of 
Burnsville City Hall and a new, raised concrete 
base for the statue. The proposal also includes five 
new park benches. 

Park bench sponsorships are available 
for $10,000 each. Other donations of any 
denomination will also be gratefully accepted. 

The Community Foundation will raise $178,000 
for the project. Those who contribute $100 or 
more will have their names placed on a plaque/
monument acknowledging their contribution.  

About the Artist/Sculpture
Artist, Mary Pat Fay-Lutz, a long time Burnsville 
resident, has been commissioned to create the 
sculpture. She explains her perspective and 
inspiration for the piece as follows.  

“Police, firefighters and paramedics count on each 
other. They have each other’s backs. This is why I 
have chosen to position them this way. They are 
reaching out to all of our community. We, in turn, 
pay homage to the brave men and women who 
put our welfare and safety above all.” 

For more information on the Burnsville Community 
Foundation or to donate visit 
www.burnsvillecommunityfoundation.org. 
Questions can be directed to 
info@burnsvillecommunityfoundation.org.
Pictured: The bronze castings of the statues.
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One of the City of Burnsville’s defining characteristics 
is the vast number of parks for a community its size. 
Burnsville is home to 76 parks spanning more than 1,750 
acres. With a population of around 61,000, nearly every 
resident is within short walking distance of a park. 

Unfortunately, not everyone knows this! For those who 
do, they may not be fully aware of the many amenities 
offered at each park.

New Way to Promote Parks
As part of a campaign to promote City parks, staff from 
Burnsville’s Communications and Recreation departments 
created a “Pocket Parks Map” to help residents and 
visitors become more familiar with park locations and 
their offerings.

While of course, all of this information is available in an 
easy-to-peruse format on the City’s website 
(www.burnsvillemn.gov), the idea was for this piece to be 
kept in a pocket, glove box, cycling bag, or running pouch 
for those who are out exploring the park system. The map 
folds down to 3.5 by 4.5 inches, and opens to 12 by 18 
inches to give a large view of the City’s park system.

Once unfolded, the map itself is found on the front side. In 
addition to identifying all 76 city parks, it also highlights 
schools and playground areas, walking and hiking trails, 
preservation and natural areas, and major roadways and 
connections throughout Burnsville. On the back of the map, 
a chart indicates which amenities can be found at each 
City park – ranging from fields, rinks, and courts to picnic 
shelters, trails, and even Wi-Fi.

Good Reviews
The map was introduced 
in 2017 at the grand 
opening ceremony for 
Burnsville’s newest park 
and trail – Minnesota 
Riverfront Park and 
the Minnesota River 
Greenway. That 
particular park features 
a regional greenway 
trail, and the event 
was heavily attended 
by bicyclists and trail 
enthusiasts. Many people commented that they liked the 
map’s size – and that the paper was flexible enough to 
refold but thick enough so that it doesn’t rip easily.

Since its launch, the City has distributed nearly 3,000 
pocket maps to residents and visitors. At a printing cost 
of only 55 cents per map, it’s extremely affordable to 
reproduce. People often come into Burnsville City Hall 
seeking a parks map, and are happy to find something 
professionally printed rather than something straight off 
the office printer.

Engaging and Tangible
In an environment in which it is easy to become 
oversaturated with online information and marketing, 
the City has found that print still has a purpose. In 
addition to being engaging and tangible – something 
you can actually hold in your hands – a printed piece 
can also help reach a specific target market when used 
strategically.

In this case, the City was trying to build awareness of 
Burnsville’s park and trail system, starting with those who 
are already prone to explore the outdoors. By providing 
them with a printed map that is both useful and efficient, 
the hope is that they’ll explore even more of the parks 
and amenities offered throughout Burnsville and, of 
course, tell their friends.

Pick up your copy of the parks pocket map at City Hall.

This article was originally published in the May/June 2019 
issue of Minnesota Cities magazine.

Burnsville’s Pocket Parks Map Helps Raise 
Awareness of a City Treasure
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June 6, 2019 turned out to be a perfect day for a party – specifically, Burnsville’s 
first-ever ‘Party on the Plaza’ at Nicollet Commons Park. The day-long event 

had the perfect weather for an outdoor street fair complete with live music, food 
trucks, kids activities and fun. 

While event organizers estimate that around 5,000 people came out to party 
at the park – even more were able to take in the sights and sounds thanks to 

Burnsville Community Television (BCTV). With a brand new television production 
truck providing a crystal clear high-definition (HD) picture – viewers got the next 

best thing to being there.

Bringing the Community 
Into F   cus

18



Local Source for Local Information
BCTV – part of the City of Burnsville’s Communications Department – is the 
hyperlocal public, government and educational program provider for the 
Burnsville community. Through a variety of sources – (cable channels 14, 16 
and HD 859; YouTube; Roku; and online webstreaming at  
www.burnsville.tv/live) – BCTV brings stories, sports, concerts events and public 
meetings to viewers in Burnsville and beyond.

Cities of Burnsville and Eagan Partner on TV Truck
One way BCTV provides this local television coverage is through a mobile 
television production truck. The truck – essentially a television studio on wheels 
– allows BCTV staff and volunteers to bring sports and events (like Party on 
the Plaza) from the field or stage directly into viewers’ living rooms. 

Since 2005, BCTV has shared a television truck with Eagan Television (ETV). 
The partnership allows both communities to provide an amenity they may not 
have the financial or physical resources to provide on their own. The two cities 
share costs for equipment, maintenance and fuel – and then split the use of the 
truck to provide important programming to residents of both communities. 

After nearly 15 years, the current television truck’s equipment had seen better days. In a world broadcasting in digital 
and HD, BCTV and ETV were using failing analog, standard definition (SD) equipment and resources. 

New Truck Launched Early 2019
In 2018, the two cities expanded their partnership to jointly purchase a new truck and equipment that would meet 
their communities’ needs for another 15 to 20 years. The new truck, a 2018 Ford F-650 with a custom built box, rolled 
into town in late December 2018. 

During the first quarter of 2019, local audio/visual company AVI, Inc., equipped the truck with modern, HD equipment 
(cameras, switchers, graphics, replay, audio, monitors and more). BCTV took the new truck on its inaugural shoot – a 
Burnsville High School boys’ basketball game, on March 1.

Providing Crystal Clear HD
Most programs produced using the new mobile production truck can be viewed on BCTV Ch. 14 for cable subscribers. 
Currently, Frontier cable subscribers will see the immediate difference from SD to HD. Comcast subscribers will have to 
wait just a little longer – as Ch. 14 will launch in HD on Comcast mid-August. 

However, anyone with internet access can view these truck-
produced programs in HD today. Both live BCTV channel feeds 
and on-demand programs are available at www.burnsville.tv 
and for Roku users by downloading the PEG.TV app. 

“The difference between video and production quality from 
the old truck to the new truck is amazing,” said Marty Doll, 
Communications & Community Engagement Director for the 
City of Burnsville. “We are so thankful to have this asset at our 
disposal, and we’ll continue to look for creative, cost-effective 
and innovative ways to provide this type of one-of-a-kind 
programming and information to residents.”

For more information on Burnsville Community Television visit 
www.burnsville.tv. 

The City’s first-ever Party on the Plaza 
event was captured in HD thanks to 
BCTV’s crew and the new mobile truck.

The new truck is equipped with modern, high-definition 
cameras, switchers, graphics, audio and more.
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A number of new development and construction projects are 
underway in Burnsville. Here are a few of the projects you will 
see around the city. 

Burnsville Means Business
Current Projects Underway

• Five Guys Burgers & Fries
• Jersey Mike’s Subs

• Morgan Planning Group LLC
• Retro Fitness

Welcome to These New Burnsville Businesses

If you have a new business in Burnsville contact Economic Development Coordinator
Skip Nienhaus at 952-895-4454 or skip.nienhaus@burnsvillemn.gov 
to schedule a welcome visit.

The Burnsville Center Village Vision was recognized in April 
by the American Society of Landscape Architects. Damon Farber 
Associates, the consultant that developed the vision plan for the 
City, was awarded a Planning and Urban Design Merit Award. 
Members of Damon Farber Associates pictured from left to right: 
Andrew Montgomery, Chris Sticha, Rachel Blaseg, Joan MacLeod 
and Bob Close.

Learn more about the Burnsville Center Village Vision at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/whyburnsville.

Planning for Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit in Burnsville is 
moving forward. A number of local elected officials, Metropolitan 
Council members and various project partners conducted a bus 
tour of the route in May.

Gallery on the Parkway, a 109-unit apartment building located 
at 200 Burnsville Parkway E. in the Heart of the City is currently 
under construction by Chase Real Estate.

The City has recently launched a new 
development-tracking map. The map shows 
the location and progress of  projects taking 
place around Burnsville. Take a look at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/whyburnsville.
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What Makes Burnsville, ‘Burnsville?’
The City of Burnsville – with assistance from AE2S Communications – is working to 
determine what makes Burnsville, “Burnsville.” What is the community’s personality? Why 
do people choose to live here? 
What are people’s favorite 
things to do? These questions 
and more were asked of 
nearly 2,000 residents, 

businesses and visitors this summer using surveys, event 
booths and more.

The goal of this initiative is to refine Burnsville’s image and 
perception to help promote the City as an attractive place 
to live, work, locate a business and raise a family. Input 
has been gathered from residents, the Burnsville Chamber 
of Commerce, Experience Burnsville (Convention & Visitors 
Bureau), business owners and managers, School District 
representatives and more. 

The results of this project – which was one of the primary 
goals of Burnsville’s Economic Development Strategic Plan 
adopted in 2018 – will be on display at the Burnsville Fire 
Muster Sept. 4 – 7. 

Watch for updates on the City’s 
Facebook page, @cityofburnsville. 
For more information on this and 
other ongoing projects and initiatives 
throughout the city visit  
www.burnsvillemn.gov/whyburnsville. 

Attendees at June’s “Party on the Plaza” and “Back to the 
80s” events shared what they love about Burnsville.

“The location is great! 
It’s the perfect hub 
between both our jobs.”
-Burnsville resident

“The neveplast 
surface at Buck 
Hill is awesome.”
-Burnsville visitor
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Imagine being in the first year of college, sitting in class, 
and a fellow student starts to have a seizure. The class 
erupts in chaos. Several students have ideas about what 
should be done next. Tension rises quickly. However, 
one student takes over and knows exactly what to do… 
nothing. 

She calms the class, tells everyone the seizure will pass, 
and it does. This was the first real-life application of 
Osseo High School Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 
program graduate, and current Burnsville Firefighter/
Paramedic, Maggie Majewski.

High school EMT programs throughout the nation have 
prepared many young adults to react and respond to 
medical emergencies. This year, Burnsville High School 
started its own EMT program as a part of their Health 
Sciences/Human Services Career Pathway. The class, 
taught at the high school through Inver Hills Community 
College, prepares students to take the EMT certification 
test and earns each student nine college credits. Once 
certified, they are qualified to work on an ambulance.

“Students can come out of high school with a career,” said 
BJ Jungmann, Burnsville Fire Chief. “This provides post-
high school options and is great real-world experience.” 

According to Jungmann, the need for EMTs and 
paramedics is continually rising. 

Partnerships Make it Happen
The Burnsville EMT program would not be possible without 
partnerships and a community that has helped with 
donations, grants and hands-on opportunities.

The Burnsville Fire Department is one of those partners. 
Firefighter/paramedics mentor students, assist with 
teaching the class, provide stories of real-life application, 
and help with skills training and testing. The department 
also provides an opportunity for students to ride along 
with ambulance crews, and has helped to coordinate the 
opportunity for students to work an eight-hour shift in the 
Fairview Ridges emergency room.

How Becoming an EMT Works
1. Students must pass a written and practical exam/

hands-on skills test to complete the course at Burnsville 
High School.

2. Students must pass the National Registry written and 
practical exams to become a certified EMT

3. Certification needs to be renewed every two years, 
along with proof of continuing education classes 
throughout those two years of certification.

Fire Chief Jungmann – who took an EMT course at his high 
school – says that this class is a good introduction into any 
medical field. 

“I’m excited to give kids the opportunity to have the same 
experience I had,” said Jungmann. “It’s a great way to 
give kids a sustainable career path, and it allows those 
who are driven by service a great way to take care of 
their community.”

For information on the Burnsville Fire 
Department visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/fire.

EMT Program Gets High School 
Students Career and Life Ready

EMT students practice backboarding during skills class. 
Left to right: Boris Valle-Pagan, Samira Elmi, Zeytun 
Abdirahman (patient), Samantha Schiltz, Chief BJ 
Jungmann and Vladimir Lind.
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Stories From the Program
Vladimir Lind | Age 17
Vladimir Lind wants to become an emergency room 
doctor. The EMT program has solidified that dream. 

“I’m proud of everything I learned,” Lind said. “It’s intense. 
You learn about the basics of anatomy and body systems 
and each session builds on what you learned in the 
previous class.”

Lind plans on becoming an EMT and doing as much 
work in the field as he can while attending Moorhead-
Concordia College. He lists his best skills as putting on a 
tourniquet and backboarding. For him, the most exciting 
part of the program is the ambulance ride-along. 

“It is amazing being able to go out on an ambulance 
and assist with a real patient,” Lind exclaimed. “Being a 
part of that in-the-moment decision making is intense and 
incredible at the same time.”

Boris Valle-Pagan | Age 18
Boris Valle-Pagan’s grandfather ran a hospital in the 
Dominican Republic, and Valle-Pagan wanted to be of 
service to the world like his grandfather. However, he isn’t 
interested in going into the medical field. Instead, he will 
be attending the University of Bemidji, pursuing a degree 
in Business Administration with a dream of owning his own 
business. 

Even if he does not become an EMT, he will leave the class 
with knowledge that will help others and himself for the 
rest of his life. 

“The skills you learn in this class are skills that can 
be applied to everyday life,” shared Valle-Pagan. 
“Techniques for studying, analyzing information, dealing 
with stress, you take all of those skills with you regardless 
of where you go in your future.”

Valle-Pagan lists his best skills as gathering information 
and communicating with the patient.

Anne Werner-Dempsey | Program Teacher
Anne Werner-Dempsey, EMT Program teacher, said the 
most common question she gets is, “what type of student 
takes this class?” 

“I get the kids that are going to run into the fire. The kids 
that want to help people, miraculous kids. Gender or 
cultural heritage does not matter,” she shared.  

The class requires learning body systems, quick decision-
making and completing a 1,400 page book along with 
taking a variety of skills tests.

“Once they walk in the door, they are my kids,” Werner-
Dempsey explained. “I’m going to push them. Whether 
they finish or not, they grew, they learned, they made 
mistakes and they made better decisions every day.”  

EMT students participate in scenarios to practice skills. 
Left to right: Boris Valle-Pagan, Samira Elmi and Zeytun 
Abdirahman (patient).

EMT students practice backboarding and neck stabilization.
Left to right: Samira Elmi, Samantha Schiltz, Zeytun 
Abdirahman (patient), and Valdimir Lind.

For information on the Pathways Program 
visit www.isd191.org/pathways.

23



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #44

Burnsville, MN

ECRWSSEDDM
Postal Customer

City of Burnsville
Burnsville Bulletin

100 Civic Center Parkway
Burnsville, MN 55337-3817

ECRWSS

For ticket information visit
www.ames-center.com or call 952-895-4680

The Fabulous Armadillos present
What’s Going On? Songs from the Vietnam War Era

Masquerade Dance Theater
Saturday, Oct. 19 at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets: $40 & $30

“What’s Going On” is a moving concert 
experience that incorporates live music, live 
narration and video to provide the audience a 
multi-media deep dive into the 60s and early 
70s and of course, the Vietnam War. Through 
song and imagery, this concert examines the 
tumultuous time period, but concludes on a note 
of hope and inspiration for a better tomorrow.

Moon River: The Best of Andy Williams
Featuring Ben Utecht
Masquerade Dance Theater
Sunday, July 28 at 3 p.m.
Tickets: $40, $30, $25

Join Dove Award-Nominated Singer and Super Bowl XLI 
Champion Ben Utecht for an unforgettable show featuring 
Andy Williams’ greatest songs like “Moon River,”  
“(Where Do I Begin) Love Story,”  
“Born Free,” 
“Can’t Take  
My Eyes Off  
of You” and  
many more.

The Voice of the Moody Blues 
Justin Hayward

Featuring Mike Dawes
Masquerade Dance Theater
Tuesday, Aug. 6 at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $72.50, $42.50

Having chalked up nearly fifty years at the peak 
of the music and entertainment industry, Justin 

Hayward’s voice has 
been heard the world 
over. Known principally 
as the vocalist, lead 
guitarist and composer 
for the Moody Blues, 
his is an enduring 
talent that has helped 
to define the times in 
which he worked.


