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Summer Fun Continues!
E V E N T SParty on the Plaza

Live Music
Food Trucks
Fun and Games
The Book Buggie
Community Booths
Craft and Market Vendors
And More!

4 - 9 p.m.

Nicollet Commons Park
burnsvillemn.gov/party

Tune in for summer concerts, sports, local programming and more!
burnsvillemn.gov/tv

International Festival of Burnsville
Join us at the July 22 Party on the Plaza when we partner with 
International Festival of Burnsville (IFB) to showcase entertainment 
representing cultures from around the world. 

In addition to the July 22 in-person event, IFB will be hosting a variety of 
free virtual events in July. 

July 24: Guatemalan Woven Bracelets, ages 10-18 and their families
Enjoy learning and making two weaved bracelets with artist 
Raquel Kaprosy from Guatemala.

July 30: Scandinavian Stenciled Table Linens, adults
Handcraft a set of napkins with textile artist Kirsten Aune.

July 31: Czech Finger Puppets, ages 10 and under and their families
Enjoy making and learning about Czech finger puppets with 
Doreen McKenny, illustrator and Czech folk artist.

To register for any of these virtual classes or learn more visit https://intlfestburnsville.org.
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E V E N T S

Night to Unite
Night to Unite gives neighbors the opportunity to get together; get to know one another; 
heighten awareness of crime, drug and violence prevention; and strengthen community 
partnerships. 

Register your neighborhood party for the opportunity to 
receive handouts and goodies to share with participants 
and to request a visit from  Burnsville Police, Fire, City 
staff or elected officials.

When: Tuesday, Aug. 3 • 5:30 – 9 p.m.
Cost: Registering a party is FREE
Register By: Friday, July 23

For more information or to register your neighborhood 
party visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/NTU.

Friday Night 
Flicks on the Bricks

Relax, enjoy summer nights and dive into some of 
your favorite movies during these outdoor shows!

Day: Friday
Date: July 9 — “The Mighty Ducks” (PG)

July 30 — “Aladdin” (2019, PG)
Aug. 13 — “Harry Potter and the 

Sorcerer’s Stone” (PG) 
Friday Night Boogie*

Where: Nicollet Commons Park
Time: Seating begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Show begins at dusk. 
*Aug. 13 Friday Night Boogie music
 starts at 7 p.m.

Cost: FREE

Thursday 
Rockin’ Lunch Hour
Lunchtime mini concerts for preschoolers are back.    
Join us for a rockin’ good time!

Day: Thursday
Date: July 8 — Bob the Beachcomber

July 15 — Teddy Bear Band
July 22 — Kids Dance
July 29 — Wendy’s Wiggle Jiggle Jam
Aug. 5 — Sticks and Tones
Aug. 12 — The Bazillions
Aug. 19 — Kids Dance
Aug. 26 — Rain Makeup Date

Where: Nicollet Commons Park
Time: Noon
Cost: FREE

  NEW! Follow the City of Burnsville on Instagram @burnsvillemn
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E V E N T S

More meeting and event details on the City calendar at www.burnsvillemn.gov.

Yappy Hour at Alimagnet Park *RETURNS*
Ages: All ages 
Alimagnet Park, 1200 Alimagnet Park Drive

No bones about it – you and your pup will be howling with joy at this 
dog-friendly Yappy Hour. This event will be full of dog-themed vendors, 
food trucks, giveaways and more. Food, beverages and alcohol will be 
available for purchase. 

All dogs must remain leashed. No registration is required!

Date: Saturday, Sept. 25
Time: 3 – 5 p.m.
Cost: FREE

Burnsville Fire Muster — Celebrating 40 Years
Burnsville’s longest-running festival, the Burnsville Fire Muster, returns to Civic Center Park! 
Join us Sept. 8 – 11 for a community block party, beer tasting, car 
show, live music, carnival, kids activities, safety demonstrations, food and 
beverage vendors, a fireworks display and the community/fire truck 
parade that started it all!

For a full lineup of events visit www.burnsvillefiremuster.org. 

Heart of the City Race - a run to remember
The annual Heart of the City Race is a non-profit event to help the Boys and Girls Clubs of the 
Twin Cities and Kids Feeding Kids organization. The 5K, 10K and 15K certified courses take 
participants on residential streets through the Heart of the City. 

When: Saturday, Sept. 11
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall

100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: $55 – 15k

$45 – 10k
$35 – 5k
$15 – kids fun run 

Save $10 when you sign up before July 31. Learn 
more and register at www.HOTCRace.org.
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Food Waste Drop-off 
Now in Burnsville

Say “hello” to the newest organics collection location in Dakota County at Civic Center Park, 201 Civic Center Parkway, 
behind the Burnsville Ice Center. The site is now open and residents can bring food scraps to the site for free. 

Organics collection goes beyond backyard composting by accepting meat, bones and dairy products. Food waste 
goes to a commercial compost facility in Rosemount where it is processed at higher temperatures that kill bacteria and 
break down larger pieces.

All participants receive helpful tips and free compostable bags to use at home. Signing up is easy:
• Online sign-up: dakotacounty.us
• Phone: 952-891-7557
• Email: organics@co.dakota.mn.us

Visit www.dakotacounty.us and search organics for more information.
Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.

Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Day
The City of Burnsville, in partnership with Dakota County and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, will accept a 
wide variety of items for proper disposal and recycling during the annual Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off. 

Accepted items include household cleaners, household and auto batteries, paint, CFL light bulbs and tubes, household 
electronics, cell phones, TV and computer monitors ($10), appliances (some $5), fire extinguishers, propane cylinders, 

lawn chemicals, gasoline, oil/oil filters, scrap metal, bicycles, tires, paper documents and more. 

Who: Dakota County Residents
When: Saturday, Sept. 25 • 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Where: Burnsville Maintenance Center

13713 Frontier Court

For a full list of accepted items and prices visit www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org.

Summer Community Events 
Looking for the latest on community activities and events? 

Wondering about this year’s Art and All That Jazz, the Buck Concert 
Series or the Relief Sessions summer concerts? Check out the Experience 

Burnsville event calendar! 

Visit Experience Burnsville at www.burnsvillemn.com for trending 
adventures, upcoming events, the latest hot spots and ideas for local fun! burnsvillemn.com
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Batteries Are Hot Right Now – 
and Not in a Good Way
Batteries – mostly lithium ion – are causing fires daily at waste and recycling facilities across 
the U.S. When your batteries, cell phone or other battery-powered gadgets are dead, don’t 
toss them in the trash or recycling carts.

Bring all types of batteries and electronic devices to The Recycling Zone in Eagan. Tape both ends of each battery with 
any kind of tape. This prevents short circuiting and a possible fire if a battery end touches another battery or metal 
object. Use a container such as a cardboard box that can be left at The Recycling Zone and put it in your trunk or back 
seat. Stay in your vehicle while dropping off and let staff unload for you.

Other items accepted at The Recycling Zone include:
• Automotive products like motor oil and gas
• Computers, TVs and other electronics
• Paints and stains
• Household cleaners
• Yard and garden chemicals

The Recycling Zone, 3365 Dodd Road, Eagan, is open all year long, four days a week. For a complete list of accepted 
items and drop-off hours, visit www.dakotacounty.us, search Recycling Zone.
Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.

GROW BURNSVILLE Update
burnsvillemn.gov/grow

New community gardens have been added to Crosstown East Park! Soil was prepped 
in early June, separation fences were placed and plots opened for reservations! 
Interested in growing your own vegetables? Learn more and check availability on our 
website at burnsvillemn.gov/grow or call 952-895-4400.

On May 10, Mayor Elizabeth Kautz, Council Member Dan Kealey, Council 
Member Vince Workman, City Manager Melanie Lee, Urban Roots, Burnsville 

Forestry and several City staff planted the start to Burnsville’s future Food 
Forest at Civic Center Park across from Burnsville City Hall.

And work continued on June 5 when staff and volunteers continued the planting 
of fruits and vegetables and prepped the area for continued growth.
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Buckthorn is an invasive plant that has many negative impacts 
on the environment. Removing buckthorn is a challenge, but for 
those looking to help local wildlife, prevent erosion and make the 
woods more usable – it’s worth the battle!

Residents are invited to team up to organize a buckthorn removal 
project on private property in their neighborhood. Groups 
selected for the program will have their cut buckthorn picked up 
by the City free-of-charge.   

Neighborhoods must apply and be approved to qualify for free pickup. A minimum of three participating homeowners 
is required. Pick-up options may also be available for individual property owners with large lots.  
 
For more information or to apply visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/nominate. Volunteers are also needed to remove buckthorn on 
City parkland – more information on volunteering is available at www.burnsvillemn.gov/volunteer.

Knock Out Invasive Plants and Support Pollinators

Neighborhood Buckthorn Pickup

Volunteers are needed to help remove buckthorn from City park land.
Find more information or apply to volunteer at www.burnsvillemn.gov/volunteer!

This workshop will be led by local land manager and invasive species expert Bre 
Bauerly with Minnesota Native Landscapes, Inc. You will learn how to successfully 
remove buckthorn, how to bring back native plants and what City programs are 
available to assist with buckthorn removal. 

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Wednesday, Sept. 15 • 6:15 – 7:30 p.m.
Where: via Zoom – link will be emailed to registered participants
Cost: FREE

 
Register online at www.burnsvillemn.gov/buckthorn. 

Take Back Your Woods: How to Win the Buckthorn Battle
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City Compost Site Open for Buckthorn Disposal
Burnsville’s compost site will be open for Burnsville resident buckthorn disposal the last weekend of every month July 
through September, and every weekend in October. 

When: July 24 – 25; Aug. 28 – 29; Sept. 25 – 26; Oct. 2 – 3;  
Oct. 9 – 10; Oct. 16 – 17; Oct. 23 – 24 and Oct. 30 – 31

Time: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: Behind the businesses at 121st Street and Pleasant Avenue
Cost: FREE

 
For a map to the compost site, images of buckthorn, removal tips and more visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/buckthorn.

Beware of Blue-Green Algae 
Blue-green algae, normally present in lakes and ponds throughout the state in various seasonal levels, does not always 
produce harmful toxins. However, under the right conditions such as warm and calm weather, a harmful bloom can 
form. Toxins produced by the blue-green algae can make humans and animals sick, particularly if ingested but also 
from skin contact. Users are advised “when in doubt, keep out” – if you suspect a blue-green algae bloom, it is safest 
for you and your pets to stay out of the water.  

A blue-green algae bloom may look like pea soup or spilled green paint. Not all blooms look the same or are the 
same size and density – they may float and form on the surface or be more distributed throughout the water.  

Blue-green algae cannot be eliminated from a lake but the harmful blooms are temporary. Changes in weather 
conditions (like cooling and wind) can cause a bloom to subside, and reducing overall pollution from nutrients may help 
reduce the frequency and intensity of blue-green algae blooms.  

So if you plan to visit lakes this summer, in Burnsville and throughout the region, it is important to be familiar with 
the risks and physical characteristics of blue-green algae blooms. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is a good 
resource to learn more, www.pca.state.mn.us.

Protecting Pollinators: Supporting Bumble Bees
Curious what all the buzz is about? Bumble bees are by far our most charismatic and 
recognizable native bee species.  Like many pollinator species though, their numbers are in 
decline. Join award-winning author Heather Holm for a fascinating discussion on the life cycles 
of bumble bees including how to select the best plants for them.

Heather Holm is a biologist, pollinator conservationist, and award-winning author. Heather’s expertise includes the 
interactions between native pollinators and native plants, and the natural history and biology of native bees and predatory 
wasps occurring in the Upper Midwest and Northeast. 

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Wednesday, July 28 • 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Where: via Zoom – link will be emailed to registered participants
Cost: FREE
Register: www.burnsvillemn.gov/nativeplants 
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Have a Community 
Builder Story? We Want 
to Hear!
From big initiatives to small, everyday efforts, 
community building is the backbone of Burnsville. 
It is what makes Burnsville a great place to live, 
work, learn and visit. Do you know someone making 
a difference in the community? Submit them for the 
Community Builder Award! 

The Burnsville City Council is currently accepting 
nominations for its 2021 Community Builder 
Award. The recognition is presented each year 
to individuals, community groups and businesses 
who – through their volunteer or work life – build a 
brighter future for Burnsville.

Who: All ages – individuals,  
community groups or businesses

Deadline: Friday, Sept. 3 at 4:30 p.m.

The award is open to all ages and Burnsville 
residency is not required. Awards will be presented 
during the Burnsville City Council Meeting Tuesday, 
Oct. 19 at 5:30 p.m.

Submit a Nomination
• At www.burnsvillemn.gov/communitybuilder OR
• Send a typed or printed letter, including the 

name of the nominee, your contact information 
and reason for the nomination to:

Community Builder Award
City of Burnsville
100 Civic Center Parkway
Burnsville, MN 55337 

For more information contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
952-895-4490 or macheal.collins@burnsvillemn.gov.

Join the City of Burnsville in 
celebrating the international cuisine 

and diverse flavor options in our 
community! The 2nd Annual Tour de 

Flavor will be held July 15 - 31. 
Tour de Flavor will celebrate local 

businesses by highlighting 
restaurants, the people, and of 

course, the local flavor.

burnsvillemn.gov/TourdeFlavor

July
15-31
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2022 Budget Planning 
Growing Toward Organizational and Community Health

City Council Meetings on the 2022 Budget: 
(dates are subject to change)

Tuesday, Aug. 10 Tuesday, Sept. 21

Discuss possible level for the 
maximum property tax levy and 
review Capital Improvements Plan

Consider adoption of the maximum 
property tax levy

Tuesday, Oct. 26 Tuesday, Nov. 9
Department presentations at 
Council work session

Work session on the 2022 Budget 
and Capital Improvements Plan

Tuesday, Dec. 7
Council adopts final tax levies 
and budget

Just like any household or business utilizing smart financial planning, the City of Burnsville sets an annual budget to 
make sure we meet community needs for a vibrant, welcoming city. This includes a focus on important services such 
as police, fire/emergency response, streets and parks.

Interested in learning more? The City will hold a number of public 
meetings to discuss the tax levy, services and priorities. Residents 
are encouraged to participate by attending meetings – or offering 
questions, comments or suggestions to City staff at 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/budget.

All City Council meetings begin at 5:30 p.m., are cablecast live and 
replayed on Burnsville Civic Television Channel 16/HD859 (for cable 
subscribers) and streamed online at www.burnsvillemn.gov/meetings. 

For more budget information visit 
www.burnsvillemn.gov/budget. 

In addition, a new financial dashboard will be debuting 
later this summer. So whether you prefer a good 
snapshot overview or a deeper dive into numbers, you 
will have the opportunity to engage with the budget 
process and see your tax dollars at work.
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Progress continues on the new Fire Station No. 1! 
Watch for updates in the fall edition on the new park art 
installation, the station grand opening and more.

Innovative Sustainability

Burnsville is building a new fire station near Rose Park, less than 1.5 miles from the current station. The innovative 
design is aimed toward addressing the City’s future fire and EMS safety and security needs and also incorporates a 
number of features specific to the City’s sustainability goals.

Location and Transportation:
To encourage bicycle use, the station provides bicycle storage for occupants that use the building as well as
shower facilities for City staff use.

Water Efficiency:
The station utilizes a rainwater recycling system that takes rainwater from the building roof and stores it in 
the underground tank connected to the site irrigation system. This reuse of rainwater significantly reduces 
the amount of city water used for site irrigation.

In addition, the station will use high efficiency urinals and dual flush water closets to minimize water usage.

Sustainable Sites:

Energy and Atmosphere
The station was designed with high levels of thermal insulation, tight air-barrier detailing, low energy LED 
lighting and high efficiency mechanical units. The roof was designed to allow for installation of future solar 
panels to offset energy use.

Materials and Resources
Recycled materials used in the station include cast-in-place concrete, steel structure, carpet tile, solid 
surfacing, ceramic tile and rubber tile. In addition, there are several designated areas throughout the 
building to collect and store recycling paper, corrugated cardboard, glass, plastic and metals.

• A plan was created and implemented for erosion and sedimentation control that conforms with local 
watershed standards and MPCA codes to lessen the impact on surrounding water resources.

• The northeast corner of the site was left undisturbed to protect the existing oak savanna area and 
provides natural views from the residence portions of the building.

• Two outdoor patios, a meditation plaza and an outdoor fitness area provide recreation, social 
interaction, focus, physical health and connection to the outdoor environment.

• Raingardens and underground stormwater infiltration basins provide natural filtration reducing 
contaminants and increasing infiltration of stormwater on site.

• The lighting around the site has full cutoff heads to direct all lighting down and light fixtures are 
strategically placed around the site to provide safety and comfort while minimizing light pollution.
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The City of Burnsville cares about the health of our staff, community and visitors. Over the 
past several years, there has been significant scientific and medical research regarding the 
environmental impacts our indoor spaces have on our health – healthy environments lead to 
healthier people.

It is our priority to make innovative updates to City buildings to advance our healthy building efforts. To that objective, 
we’ve developed a variety of building management standards for each of our City facilities. These standards serve as 
a roadmap to optimize health, wellness, productivity and sustainability goals through targeted management practices 
and improvements to workplace design, policies and plans.

Learn more at www.burnsvillemn.gov/bwell.

Interested in sustainability and saving energy costs in your own home?  We’ve partnered with the Center 
for Energy and Environment (CEE) to offer discounted Home Energy Squad Visits!
Call 651-328-6220 or visit www.mncee.org/hes to learn more.

Indoor Environmental Quality

• The station design achieves indoor air quality by controlling the sources of air brought into the 
building and effectively circulating outdoor and indoor air throughout.

• The building zones exposed to contaminations from fire department operations are separated to 
minimize firefighter exposure to toxins and cross contamination into clean building zones.

• As a City facility, smoking is prohibited inside the building and on city property.
• The station uses low emitting VOC adhesives and sealants for interior finishes such as plastic 

laminates, toilet compartments, solid surfacing, rubber wall base, luxury vinyl tile flooring, standard 
paint and high performance coatings, wood doors and joint sealants throughout the building.

• The station doors and cabinetry are made from products that do not have added urea-
formaldehyde, a known carcinogen.

• Ducts are protected during the construction to prevent contamination and HVAC filters are replaced 
prior to occupancy.

• Efficient LED lighting is used to provide comfortable light levels for a variety of tasks through dimmer 
switches and daylight harvesting utilizing natural light when possible.

• Circadian lighting using different colored temperature light at different times of day is used in 
residence areas to support natural wake and sleep cycles, improving their rest and mental health.

• The station is designed to allow natural daylight into all spaces where firefighters spend significant 
amounts of time, including the apparatus bays, offices, meeting rooms, dorm rooms and stairwells. 

• Acoustical ceilings are used in offices and meeting rooms to help absorb sounds and sound 
separation walls help dampen noise in the common spaces, such as the kitchen and dayroom, from 
the dorm rooms allowing firefighters to relax and have uninterrupted sleep.
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Kudos for a Job Well Done
Multiple Departments Receive Achievement Awards

Captain of Professional Standards, 
Chris Wicklund, holding Burnsville’s 
Lexipol Connect Gold award. 

Burnsville PD Receive Policy and Training Award 
Congratulations to the Burnsville Police Department for achieving Gold-level 
recognition for 2020 as part of the Lexipol Connect Customer Recognition 
Program which recognizes law enforcement agencies for excellence in policy 
maintenance and training.

Up-to-date policy and ongoing training are a priority for the department 
and they are honored to be recognized for their continued commitment to 
serving the community of Burnsville in this way. This recognition would not be 
possible without the dedication of all personnel to reading, understanding 
and acknowledging policy updates and completing Daily Training Bulletins 
(DTBs). 

This is the highest level of recognition currently offered by Lexipol.

Officer Medlicott Receives Meritorious Service Award
Burnsville Police Officer Adam Medlicott was recently honored with the 2020 
Meritorious Service Award for exceptional achievement and extraordinary valor, 
service, professionalism and leadership from the Minnesota Chiefs of Police 
Association. Thank you for your dedication to our community.

The Minnesota Recreation and Parks Association Awards Burnsville Parks, 
Recreation and Facilities With Two Awards of Excellence 

Burnsville’s Yappy Hour event, which debuted last September, won for the programming 
and events category. A second honor was given to Red Oak Park’s inclusive playground and 
Bankshot™ Court in for the parks and facilities category.

The projects were selected by the awards committee from over 100 
applications from Parks and Recreation departments around the 
state. A MRPA Awards Committee member will be presenting the 
Awards of Excellence at a future public meeting.

Community Development is Honored for Tour de Flavor
With so many events canceled in 2020 and the strain the pandemic caused small businesses, 
the City looked for innovative ways to celebrate cultural diversity and support our local 
restaurants. Tour de Flavor offered a fun way to encourage residents and visitors to enjoy 
the many culinary delights throughout the community while maintaining social distance 
guidelines. Developing an around-the-world-without-leaving-Burnsville campaign involved 
a lot of moving parts including detailed design elements. Our Community Development 
team partnered with AE2S Communications to create a variety of visuals to support Tour de 
Flavor, resulting in a Northern Lights Award, first place in the category of illustration/graphic 
in the annual Minnesota Association of Government Communicators awards competition.
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Shogun Sushi 
& Hibachi

Pho Real

Buca di Beppo

India Palace

Cam Rahn Bay

Taqueria La
Hacienda

House
of Wu

Chinese Gourmet
Restaurant

Kazoku Japanese
Restaurant

El Loro Mexican
Restaurant

El Super
Taco

Nawal Restaurant

Los Mangos 
Fruteria y Cafeteria 

Canton
Restaurant

Taco Chon Mexican Grill

Giuseppe’s Restaurant

Discount Coffee & Deli
 / Black Sea Deli, Inc.

El Camino Taco Deli

Golden Wok

Byblos Lebanese Grill

Tawakal 
Restaurant

Los Grandes 
Mexican Restaurant

Hidalgo
Taqueria

Nha Sang

Mediterranean
Cruise Cafe

Chianti Grill

E 134th St
Saigon Palace

La Paz Market 
/ Mana Bakery

Leeann Chin

• Pharaohs Gyros
• The Cave Café
• West Indies Soul

Green flags 
represent 
participating 
restaurants 

FOOD 
TRUCKS

Join the City of Burnsville and Experience Burnsville in celebrating the 
international cuisine and diverse flavor options in our community! 
Tour De Flavor will be held July 18 - 25. This week will celebrate local businesses 
by highlighting restaurants, the people, and of course, the local flavor. You can find 
the tour map online, or at any of the participating restaurants.  
#TourDeFlavor   #YouBelonginBville   #MyBurnsville  

July
18-25

burnsvillemn.gov /
TourDeFlavor

Check burnsvillemn.gov/calendar 
for dates and locations of trucks
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Northern Lights Awards
A behind-the-scenes spotlight on communications and engagement
The Burnsville Communications and Community Engagement Department consists of three areas: multimedia, 
communications and community engagement. Each of these teams received recognition for 2020 projects from the 
Minnesota Association of Government Communicators with their annual Northern Lights Awards.

Northern Lights Award (First Place) in the annual reports category: 
Focus on Burnsville, our 2020 report to the community
Focus on Burnsville is a re-imagined way to highlight the City of Burnsville’s 
efforts and initiatives throughout the past year that support our strategic 
priorities. It showcases the actionable steps and collaboration across City 
departments based on our framework of safety, community engagement, 
community development, sustainability, transportation and infrastructure, and 
organizational services.

Our 2020 community report takes this sharing of information to a new level of interest, engagement and substance by 
allowing viewers both an overview and the opportunity for a deeper dive into our Council Strategic Priorities as well 
as each of our six city departments. 

Silver Award in the community engagement category: 2020 Night to Unite
One of the many COVID challenges we faced in 2020 was how to transform our annual Night to Unite event into a 
safe, socially-distanced celebration of community. Traditionally, Night to Unite includes City staff, Police, Fire, City 
Council and others visiting over 125 neighborhoods, getting to know our residents in an informal way while neighbors 
also get to know each better. This results in better communication, less crime and a comfortability for residents in 
reaching out to City staff. This event was too important to cancel so we explored a new way of celebrating community.

  
Our Communications and Community Engagement Department partnered with Police and Fire on this 
project to reach our residents by offering community bags.  Neighborhood organizers were able to 
request bags online and have them dropped off at their door by City staff to be distributed to their 
neighbors. The community bags consisted of City handouts along with sidewalk chalk and playing 
cards. Additional information and a list of ideas for neighborhood organizers on how to safely 
connect with their neighbors was also provided on our website and sent out via email. There were 
89 Burnsville neighborhoods that requested almost 3,000 bags!  

Bronze Award in the short video category: Burnsville Bike Lanes
We created this video to let residents know about the three newly-installed bike 
lanes within city limits and to provide an overview of safety reminders and proper 
usage for both cyclists and motorists.

Northern Lights Award (First Place) in the communications plan category:
Communications and Engagement Plan

With the new structure of Burnsville’s communication and engagement division, the City, in 
partnership with AE2S Communications, designed distinct goals to increase engagement of residents 
and reach of messages; execute effective and efficient internal and external communications 
where the right tactics are used at the right time; create effective organizational structure around 
communications strategies; and to elevate the importance of communications and engagement. The 
plan also includes a roadmap of current and future strategies to evolve as technologies, tools and 
trends change.
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As the City of Burnsville continues along its path to a 
healthy, safe and vibrant community, it requires multi-
modal planning efforts that represent the current voices 
and needs of its people. To develop a more inclusive 
transportation system and meet the objectives of the 
Sustainability Guide Plan and 2040 Comprehensive Plan, 
the City is beginning: 

• A multi-modal study to identify gaps, barriers and 
opportunities in existing walking and biking networks 
to help prioritize resources based on community 
needs such as equity, safety and accessibility. 

• Development of a complete streets policy to 
demonstrate the community’s commitment to 
supporting safe travel for people of all ages and 
abilities, regardless of mode of transportation.

The multi-modal study and complete streets policy will 
be driven by data and feedback from the community to 
identify the top needs, opportunities and priorities for 
future projects.

Multi-Modal Transportation looks at transportation from 
all modes as opposed to the historically car-centric 
focus of the past. This includes considering diverse 
transportation options such as walking, biking, taking 
public transit and driving. It also considers factors such as 
land use, income, race/ethnicity, age and physical ability 
that affect access to travel. By investing in a more robust 
multi-modal transportation system, the City of Burnsville 
aims to improve the community’s ability to safely and 
conveniently get to work, school, parks, the grocery store 
and more!

The City of Burnsville has recently been engaged 
in significant planning, policy and infrastructure 
improvements that support multi-modal transportation, 
public health and safety across the community. These 

opportunities in Burnsville have set the stage to enhance 
the community’s health and quality of life, while improving 
transportation for all modes.

• New on-street bicycle facilities have been identified 
and implemented, and existing trails have been    
resurfaced.

• ADA-compliant traffic signals and crossing devices 
have been added to streets.

• A new traffic calming policy is being developed 
that will promote active transportation, safety and 
livability in our neighborhoods.

• The City is working to identify future improvements 
for walking, biking, transit and more, and to assist 
the city in making improvements in a consistent and 
equitable way.

The outcome of the study will be a set of 
recommendations and clear direction for the City to 
prioritize, fund and implement improvements that will: 

• Increase safety and comfort for all modes of 
transportation

• Address network gaps to expand multi-modal access
• Improve facilities in known poor states of repair
• Integrate existing and programmed projects for 

bicycle, pedestrian and trail projects to improve 
efficiency 

• Connect the network of regional trail and other 
active transportation facilities

• Help bring Burnsville’s vision to life for a complete, 
connected multi-modal transportation system. 

Learn more about Burnsville’s planning efforts for an 
effective multi-modal system on our website at 
www.walkbikeridebville.com.

Walk. Bike. Ride.
Burnsville Multi-Modal and Complete Streets Study
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Beginning in the fall of 2020, City Council started on a journey to develop 
their cultural competence. They partnered with the YMCA Equity Innovation 
Center, a national center of excellence that seeks innovative ways to solve 
problems around inequity, intolerance and exclusion. Council members 
participated in two sessions in October for conversation and learning.  
During these experiences, they learned about cultural identities and cultural 
competence, and explored the concepts of bias and belonging.

The third session, held in May, focused on the Intercultural Development 
Inventory tool, which helps participants understand their capacity to shift perspective and adapt to cultural differences. 
Council members had the opportunity to take the assessment and received an overview of group results.

The final two of five sessions are scheduled this summer.  In June, Council will visit the Equity Innovation Center in St. 
Paul to develop a deeper understanding of the foundations of our country and how historical concepts on culture, 
history and race continue to influence current realities. A final session puts learning into action. Council members will 
identify and understand components of systems change processes, and recognize the actions leaders need to take to 
move forward.

After concluding these formal development experiences in inclusion and belonging, we look forward to increasing 
internal inclusion efforts and using the best practices learned to engage and make connections with our diverse 
community in a variety of City initiatives.

Let’s Connect!
Exciting opportunities are on the horizon in Burnsville – a chance to shape the future of 
our community engagement. Do you have thoughts on how to expand our relationships and 
communication outreach? If so, we want to hear from you!

Reach out to our Experience and Engagement Manager, Amber Jacobson, at 
Amber.Jacobson@burnsvillemn.gov or 952-895-4575.

Diverse Voices Belong Here

Coming Late July... Your Personal Water Use Portal!
Watch your mail and online water bill 
for an introduction to WaterSmart!

This free, online customer portal allows 
you to view your up-to-date water use, 
get leak alerts, compare your use to 
others and much more!

This new service is part of our ongoing 
commitment to providing the best tools 
to manage your water use.

18



Project Updates
A Freshly Painted Water Tower
The rehabilitation of the Heather Hills Water Tower is complete. The tower is 
the largest above ground steel reservoir in Minnesota and this rehabilitation 
work is expected to keep the tower in good condition for another 15-20 
years! 

In addition to the tower’s functionality, Burnsville residents can take pride 
in their community identity with both the City logo and the new You Belong 
Here brand freshly painted on various sides of the tower. 

Photo taken from McAndrews 
Road bridge over I-35E

Let’s Make a Splash!
By the time this newsletter goes to press, construction at Nicollet Commons 
Park should be complete as we anticipate a July 4 opening as we welcome 
the return of summer events and the ever-popular splash pad!

Cool off with new water domes, vertical fountains, additional dancing 
waters and fun LED lighting! We look forward to seeing you this summer at 
Nicollet Commons Park!  

Alternative Urban Areawide Review
The City of Burnsville is in the process of conducting an 
Alternative Urban Areawide Review (AUAR), an environmental 
review for the 46-acre Center Village Area located in the area 
north and south of County Road 42 generally between County 
Road 5 and I-35W.

The AUAR is a state-required process for developments of a 
certain size and scale. The Center Village Vision Plan (adopted 
by the City in 2019) identified a future redevelopment scenario 
for this area of Burnsville with a mix of apartments, hotels, 
commercial and non-commercial office, medical and institutional 
uses. The AUAR process is a tool to analyze cumulative impacts 
of anticipated development scenarios within a given geographic 
area to inform local planning and zoning decisions based on 
environmental analysis. 

To learn more about the AUAR and how you can participate in 
the process visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/AUAR.

The Burnsville Center Village Area is 
located north and south of County Road 42 
between County Road 5 and I-35W

19



Convenient Online Permits

Welcome to These New Burnsville Businesses

If you have a new business in Burnsville contact Economic Development Specialist Beth Weber at 
952-895-4455 or beth.weber@burnsvillemn.gov to schedule a welcome visit.

• Midwest Podiatry
• Sleep Number
• Powerblock, Inc.

• Rize on Grand
• Boost Mobile
• Starters Sports Training

If you’re looking for a way to stay in the know about all the new development and 
redevelopment in Burnsville, be sure to sign up for the biweekly Opportunity Belongs 
Here electronic newsletter. Articles feature new businesses, developments under 
construction, events, business resources, available land and more! 

Signing up is easy! Visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/business.

Opportunity Belongs Here Newsletter

Coming soon - the launch of OpenGov! Contractors, 
developers and homeowners will have the ability 
to apply for any permit, project or license online.  
Comments and reviews will be electronically 
communicated in real-time and inspection requests 
can be made via a public portal. The ability to 
look up past or present permits by address will 
also be available.

Zoning Code Update
Confused on City Code language? We are embarking on a process to make them easier to understand. Over the past 
two years City Council has expressed the desire to update the entire City Code. The Planning Commission is charged 
with reviewing and providing recommendations on the changes to Title 10 (Zoning) and Title 11 (Subdivision). The City 
has engaged WSB & Associates Inc. to lead the public engagement and zoning and subdivision code rewrite alongside 
City staff.   

The review of these code sections by the Planning Commission is a separate, but parallel process with the larger City 
Code overhaul. The full City Code overhaul will include a citizens committee and be led by City Manager Melanie 
Lee and the City Attorney. A goal of both processes is to transition to plain language, clean up outdated language, 
simplify processes and eliminate unnecessary barriers to residents, businesses, property owners and developers.

Learn more and share your thoughts at www.burnsvillemn.gov/planning.
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Ready to Make a Splash? 
Did you know...? Man-made pools have provided relief from those hot 
summer days for nearly three thousand years! The first heated pool was 
built in Rome in the first century B.C.; the first public pools opened in England 
in the 1820s; and swimming became an Olympic event in 1896. And they 
have also presented hidden dangers, especially to children. If you have a 
backyard pool, stay safe with these important reminders:

Install Pool Safety Fences
City code requires that a “barrier” or fence not less than 
4 feet in height be installed around the pool closely fitting 
to the ground and not easily climbable. A self-latching 
gate at least 54” high is also required. Do not fill the 
pool until all fencing is inspected to be secure, in good 
condition and maintained.

Supervise Children
Many memorable summer days can end in tragedy 
resulting from inattentive guardians. If kids are in the 
pool, don’t get distracted. Something as simple as a 
phone call or chatting with a neighbor could be disastrous. 

Safely Store Pool Chemicals
Pool chemicals can be deadly and cause injury. Always 
store pool chemicals in a safe location. Read all 
instructions for use and storage and be aware of first aid 
practices for exposures.

Maintain Water Balance
Pool water must be capable of effective sanitizing so 
that disease-causing organisms are destroyed. Know how 
to maintain pH and active chlorine in your pool at the 
appropriate level to keep your family safe.

Keep It Clean
Filtration systems must be maintained and back flushed 
when necessary. Remove leaves and other debris daily 
and vacuum the pool bottom. This will also make it easier 
to maintain your pool water balance with less chemicals.

Use a Pool Cover
Covering a pool when not in use will reduce evaporation 
and degradation of the pool chemicals. Remember that a 
pool cover is not a substitute barrier to keep children out 
of the water. 

Practice Pool Deck Safety
Pool decks should be kept free of trip hazards and 
slippery spots. Remind children to walk-not-run on these 
surfaces. Do not permit glass objects in the pool area.

Regularly Check Ladders and Steps
Ladders and steps should be secure and maintained.  
Inspect them and tighten them if they are loose. Replace if 
damaged or corroded.

Take No Chances with Electricity
Electrical connections must be in good condition, properly 
grounded and installed. Water and electricity are not a 
good combination and can be deadly.

Prep for Winter
Pools can be dangerous at all times of the year. Follow 
all recommendations to prepare your pool for winter 
storage. Many in-ground pools are seriously damaged 
each year from improper preparation for winter. 

Selling your home? Drain the Pool
If you intend to sell or vacate your home, drain the pool 
and ensure it is safe. Do not leave it full of water for 
the new owner to deal with. In a short time, a pool can 
become a stagnant breeding ground for mosquitos, algae 
blooms and odors. 

Use Sunscreen
Sunburn is preventable. Use plenty of sunscreen if you 
are out in the sun. Provide shade and monitor children 
to avoid painful burns. Remember, even cloudy days can 
lead to sunburn.

Questions on rules and city requirements when it comes to 
your backyard pool? Reach out to City Code enforcement 
at 952-895-4440 or code@burnsvillemn.gov.

Find additional homeowner resources at burnsvillemn.gov/homeowner.
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An impressive new black and red fire truck has hit the 
streets of Burnsville. It lives to serve and protect Burnsville 
residents, businesses and property. This 53,800-pound, 
mean-machine made its debut in June and we call it 
Engine 2. It has an updated configuration, a single-stage 
1,500 gallon per minute pump and is the talk of the town. 

“I love the look of this truck! Everyone who sees it is in 
awe,” says Terry Ritchie, Assistant Fire Chief. “It is a low-
profile monster that looks just as tough as it is.”

Let’s Get Techy
Pump Location
The pump is under the cab instead of the back of the 
truck. This change lowered the height of the truck, 
allowing ground-level fire hose access. This decreases the 
potential for injury seen on other trucks by eliminating 
twisting, weight-shifting and jumping down from the 
bumper while quickly deploying the hose. 

Pump relocation also allowed an overall better 
configuration for emergency response tools. Ladders that 
used to be on a hydraulic arm above the hoses are now 
simply slid into internal compartments at the back of 
the truck. Advanced Life Support (ALS) and extrication 
equipment are also located in the rear. 

Safety Upgrades
An easy-access compartment for used equipment was 
added near the hose storage to isolate contaminants 
on the exterior of the truck. The cab of the truck itself 
is outfitted with vinyl seats and a light-based cleaning 

system to eliminate potential contact with toxins.
Drop-down steps were added to decrease potential injury 
when getting into or out of the cab. They are similar to 
fold out steps on recreational vehicles (RVs). The steps 
help minimize impact on responders’ knees and legs.

Technology Upgrades
Technology and sustainability went hand-in-hand with the 
idle reduction technology (IRT) incorporated into this build. 
Burnsville fire trucks respond to accidents, medicals and 
fires. While on-scene a truck can sit idling for long periods 
of time. The IRT pairs the automatic diesel engine controls 
with high performance lithium-ion batteries and lead–
acid batteries. This fire truck can be parked on-scene at 
an emergency and the main will engine shut itself off if 
not in use – it will never shut off if the pump is in use. The 
lithium-ion batteries provide the power for emergency 
lighting for up to 60 minutes. 

An internal sensor located in the cab provides climate 
control to maintain appropriate storage temperatures 
for medications kept in the cab for medical response. The 
sensor cues the engine to start automatically to provide 
either heat or cooling to a predetermined temperature. 
Once that is reached, the engine will turn off. This 
conserves fuel and minimizes unnecessary wear and tear 
on the engine.

The lithium-ion battery system provides an environmental 
advantage. There are zero chassis emissions – which 
eliminates creation of greenhouse gases – when operating 
under this power, which in turn, lowers the overall carbon 
footprint.

When the engine is required to pump water, the lead-
acid batteries start the diesel engine to provide the 
necessary power. Approximately 75 Pierce Hybrid Fire 
Trucks with IRT are currently in service in North America.

Another technology upgrade is the transition to electronic 
switches and controls from manual controls. This has 
simplified the control panel, decreased the sound 
generated during operation and made for easier use on-
scene.

Burnsville Fire Introduces New 
State-of-the-Art Fire Truck
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Step One: Create a truck committee for the truck build 
comprised of the Assistant Fire Chief, three firefighters/
drivers, Fleet Manager and Mechanic. 

“Building a fire truck is a collaborative process,” Terry 
Ritchie, Assistant Fire Chief and Truck Committee 
Oversight shared. “I oversee the process to make sure we 
stay in budget and it meets the standards of response, but 
the real innovation of a build comes from the people who 
use the equipment every day and those that maintain it.”

The committee spends about six months pre-planning. 
They meet with a vendor and create a 130-150 page 
specification (spec) list that includes every component 
on the truck. The truck is then ordered once the spec 
is prepared and approved. The actual building of the 
truck takes approximately nine months. It includes three 
meetings at the factory: pre-construction; mid-paint 
inspection and final inspection. Total project time can 
range from 11 – 16 months. 

Jayson Knutson, a former driver and current Fire Inspector, 
has participated in three truck builds. Knutson shared his 
pride of being involved in these processes. 

“I love to see it all come together from concept to service. 
As a committee, it feels great to have the support of the 

City and the opportunity to help build something a little 
better than before based from our hands-on experience 
running these trucks.”

Engine 2 is housed at Fire Station No. 2 and is now used 
as the station’s primary Fire Truck Engine. The truck 
replacement process happens approximately every four 
years. A truck spends eight years as the primary vehicle 
for calls of service and then spends four years in back-up 
status. Once it has completed its time as a backup, it is 
sold at auction.

Pictured from left to right: Tom Soland, MacQueen; Jayson Knutson, Firefighter; Dave Bruchal, Shop Foreman; Terry 
Ritchie, Assistant Chief; Eric Olson, Fleet Manager; Ryan Anderson, Captain; Chris Walker, Captain

The Collaborative Effort of Buying a Fire Truck

For more information on the Burnsville Fire Department visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/fire.

Pictured left to right: Eric Olson, Fleet Superintendent; 
Dave Bruchal, Fleet Crew Leader; Terry Ritchie, Assistant 
Fire Chief
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