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Comments and questions about this 
issue of the Burnsville Bulletin can be 
sent by mail to the Communications 
Department, by phone to  
952-895-4402 or email to  
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Information on upcoming City Council 
and Commission meetings, as well as 
live and on-demand meeting videos 
can be found at 
www.burnsville.org/meetings.

Meetings are subject to change and 
cancelation. Unless noted, all meetings 
will be televised on Burnsville Civic 
Channel 16 and HD Channel 859, and 
streamed online at 
www.burnsville.tv/live.
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Public Safety
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• Citizen Heroes Save Young Girl from 

Drowning
• Officer Lyn Tonne Awarded Medal of 

Valor
• Night to Unite is Tuesday, Aug. 1

Ground Breaks for Police/City Hall Renovation
The shared City Hall and Police building at 100 
Civic Center Parkway has served as the municipal 
government’s base of operations for nearly 30 
years. It has not seen any significant renovations over 
that time. However, changes are currently underway 
as part of a large-scale facilities renovation. 

A groundbreaking event held on June 6 officially 
kicked off the project, which includes an overhaul of 
the Police Department, as well as updated community 
rooms and additional meeting space in City Hall.

Due to the extensive nature of the police project, 
officers and administrative staff were temporarily 
relocated to other City facilities in June. Throughout construction, Police administration will work out of the lower level 
of City Hall. Members of the public who need to access the Police Department will be able to do so via a temporary 
police reception office within City Hall. Signage is posted to help direct visitors.

Also in June, a new conference room was constructed in City Hall, which will be available for both staff and public 
meetings. Renovation will begin in the lower level community rooms in City Hall later this fall. The rooms will be 
reconfigured and updated to provide more usable space for the public and City staff.

For more details on the City’s renovation project or to provide feedback visit www.burnsville.org/build. 

Members of the Burnsville City Council, contractors and City staff pose with 
shovels during the City Hall/Police Department Groundbreaking on June 6. 
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Community Builders
• Upcoming Events for Adults 62+

The City of Burnsville’s annual Drinking Water Quality Report is available online. Results 
from 2016 testing once again show that Burnsville is providing clean; safe drinking water 
from its water sources.

View the full report at 
www.burnsville.org/waterreport.

Individuals may request a paper copy by 
calling 952-895-4550.

Burnsville Drinking Water Certified Safe

Police, Fire to Host ‘Safe Summer Nights’ Grill Out
Community members are invited to join the Burnsville Police and Fire departments, 
along with the Dakota County Sheriff’s Office, for an evening of great food – as well 
as the promotion of safety, crime prevention and positive community relationships.

Police officers, firefighter/paramedics, police cars, fire trucks, police K-9 officers, the 
Mobile Command Post, dive gear/demonstrations and more will be on hand during 
the second-annual “Safe Summer Nights” grill out.

Attendees will enjoy hamburgers, hot dogs, snacks and beverages while 
getting to know their local emergency responders. 

The second annual event is sponsored by the Burnsville Police Department 
and the Dakota County Sheriff ’s Office. Food and beverages will be 
provided by the Wilder Foundation.

Who: All ages
When: Tuesday, July 18 • 5 – 7 p.m.
Where: Neill Park, 13501 Upton Ave.
Cost: FREE
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to the 2016 water report.



There’s an 
exciting 
new energy 
surrounding the 
2017 Burnsville 
Fire Muster. With 
a nod to the past 
and an eye on 
the future, event 
organizers have 
been working 
overtime to make 
the upcoming 
38th edition of 
the festival the 
best ever. 

Free Admission
Organizers agree that perhaps the most exciting 
change is that there will be no admission charge to 
enter the festival grounds during any festival days. 

“The mission of the Burnsville Fire Muster is to bring 
people together to celebrate this great community 
where we live, work and play,” said Fire Muster Board 
Chairman Tom Taylor. “With that in mind, making the 
festival easily accessible to everyone is something that 
we’re thrilled to be able to do.”

Something for Everyone
New this year, Friday night will be 
“Community Appreciation Night,” with 
a special awards ceremony honoring 
people who have made positive 
contributions to Burnsville. A special 
emphasis will be placed on Burnsville’s 
first responders. The Johnny Holm Band 
will take the stage from 7 to 11 p.m.

On Saturday, all of the family 
favorite events return including 
the Burnsville Heart of the City 
15K/10K/5K/1K Run, the community 
and fire truck parades, fire equipment 
demonstrations, Kidz Korner and more.

Among the exciting additions on 
Saturday is a visit by the staff and 
creatures from the Minnesota Zoo, 
who will be on the festival grounds 
from noon to 2 p.m. after the 
parades. A first-ever youth “Battle 
of the Bands” will also be held right 
before Them Pesky Kids take the main 
stage at 7 p.m.

Of course, the festival wouldn’t be 
complete without the traditional 
community fireworks display at dusk 
on Saturday.

To keep on top of the latest news and 
developments, follow the Burnsville Fire 
Muster on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/
burnsvillefiremuster. 

For a complete list of events, times and 
other information visit 
www.burnsvillefiremuster.com. 

The International Festival of Burnsville is celebrating 10 
years of embracing cultural diversity. Each year, the event 
provides an opportunity for participants to become a part 
of a variety of cultures throughout the day.

This year, event-goers can look forward to starting the 
festival with a traditional Chinese Lion Dance, followed 
by music and dance from New Orleans, Ireland, Somalia, 
Eastern Europe/Central Asia, the Aztec Culture, India, Mali, 
and North and South America.

In addition to performances, the festival will highlight ethnic 
food; cultural exhibits; and a family area with henna 
tattoos, origami, aboriginal painting and other activities. 

“A Global Family” art exhibit will be on display in the Ames Center Gallery. An artist’s reception is 
scheduled for Thursday, July 13 at 6:30 p.m.

Raffle tickets are on sale now for $10 each at Burnsville City Hall (100 Civic Center Parkway) and 
during the International Festival to support the event. Participants need not be present to win. The 
grand prize is a round-trip domestic airline ticket to any of the 48 continental states.

The International Festival of Burnsville Platinum and Platinum Plus sponsors are the Burnsville Lions Club, 
Comcast, Kraus-Anderson Insurance, The Rivers Senior Living Community, Clean Water Land and Legacy 
Amendment, the Minnesota Regional Arts Council and the City of Burnsville.
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The fire truck water display is a highlight of the annual Fire Muster 
celebration. (Photo credit: Brett Alt)

International Festival of Burnsville Celebrates Ten Years
Annual Celebration Set for Saturday, July 15

Free Admission Among Changes for 2017 Burnsville Fire Muster
Four-Day Community Celebration is Sept. 6 – 9 

When: Saturday, July 15
3 – 9 p.m.

Where: Nicollet Commons Park
12250 Nicollet Ave.

Cost: FREE admission

2017 IFB Performers
• Ha Family Entertainment (Chinese)
• McNasty Brass Band (New Orleans)
• Rince Na Chroi (Irish) 
• Srazhalys (Eastern Europe/Central Asia)
• Somali Museum Dance Troupe (Somalia)
• Kalpulli Yaocenoxtli (Aztec)
• Hoka-Hey (Native American)
• Bollywood Dance Scene (Indian)
• Tani Diakite and the Afrofunkstars (Mali)
• Alma Andina (South America)
• Roving Artist – Up Standing Stilts

Kalpulli Yaocenoxtli will perform at this year’s 
International Festival representing Aztec culture.

When: Sept. 6 – 9
Where: Most events at 

Civic Center Park
Civic Center Parkway

Cost: FREE admission

Highlights of the 
2017 Burnsville Fire Muster

Thursday, Sept. 7
• Vintage Car Show
• Craft Beer Tasting

Friday, Sept. 8
• Business Expo
• Community Appreciation Night
• Carnival
• Live Music – Johnny Holm Band 

Saturday, Sept. 9
• Burnsville Heart of the City Run
• Fire Truck and Community Parade
• Business Expo
• MN Zoo Staff and Animals
• Carnival
• Fire Truck Demonstrations
• Public Safety Demonstrations
• Kidz Korner
• Youth Battle of the Bands
• Live Music – Them Pesky Kids
• Fireworks

What: Heart of the City A Run to Remember
When: Saturday, Sept. 9

Staggered start times beginning
at 7:55 a.m.

Where: 100 Civic Center Park
Cost: *NEW!* 15k – $55

10k – $45  •  5k – $35  •  1k – $10
Register at www.hotc10k.com
Early bird pricing is available
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Menopause The Musical
Main Stage • Sunday, July 16 at 2 & 7 p.m. • Tickets: $53, $43 & $33

Set in a department store, four women meet by chance. After noticing unmistakable similarities among one 
another, the all-female cast jokes about their woeful hot flashes, mood swings, wrinkles, weight gain and much 
more. Menopause The Musical was created as a celebration of women who find themselves at any stage of “The 
Change.” The laughter-filled 90-minute production gets audience members out of their seats and singing along to 
parodies from classic pop songs of the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.

For ticket information visit www.ames-center.com or call 952-895-4680

Tommy Emmanuel and David Grisman: C.G.P. & Dawg Tour
Main Stage • Sunday, Nov. 5 at 8 p.m. • Tickets: $59.50 & $49.50

Two of the most world-renowned acoustic musicians, Tommy Emmanuel, C.G.P. and David “Dawg” Grisman, are 
embarking on a new tour with stops across the midwest and eastern U.S. Together, they will astound audiences with 
their effortless compositions and improvisational skills. Throughout the night, they will perform together and solo, 
with favorite tunes and some new sounds. 

Ole and Lena at the State Fair
Main Stage • Aug. 10 & 11 at 2 p.m. • Tickets: $20 

The calendar has finally turned over to Ole’s favorite event of the year – the State Fair! Ole heard on ‘CCO that 
Sweet Martha makes a truckload of money at the fair, so Ole and Sven have decided to run a food stand of their 
own. Their goal? Come up with something they can stuff on a stick and get them on TV with Frank and Amelia. 
When it comes time to go, Lena is nowhere to be found. Can Ole find Lena in time to spring her surprise on arch 
nemesis Elaine?

Senior Safety Academy
Burnsville residents 62 and older are invited to 
attend Burnsville’s Senior Safety Academy. This 
four-week program provides education to Burnsville 
seniors from Police and Fire personnel.

Topics will include scams, identity theft, personal and 
home safety, a K-9 demonstration, fire prevention, 
emergency medical services information and more.

Upcoming Events for Adults 62+
Register online at www.burnsville.org/recreation and click “Online Registration,” by phone at 952-895-4500 or at the Recreation Office in City Hall.

When: Wednesday mornings • 9 – 11 a.m.
Sept. 13, 20, 27 & Oct. 4

Where: Burnsville City Hall
100 Civic Center Parkway

Cost: FREE (light refreshments provided)
Registration Deadline: Friday, Sept. 8. 
Space is limited.

Nominations Open for Burnsville Community Builders
Nominate the people in your life who care about their 
community and help make Burnsville a great place to live, 
work and raise a family. 

The 2017 Community Builder Award will be presented to 
individuals, community groups and businesses who – through 
their volunteer or work life – do their best to build a 
brighter future for Burnsville.

Awards will be presented during the Burnsville City Council 
Meeting Tuesday, Oct. 17 at 6:30 p.m.

The size or scope of the work doesn’t matter. Community 
building can come in all shapes and sizes, and include 
any task in which the nominees have selflessly put others 
before themselves. Examples of community building include 

displaying environmental stewardship, working with youth, teaching/mentoring, contributing to events 
and building community pride. 

The award has no age limit and has been presented to individuals and groups from youth to senior 
citizens. Burnsville residency is not required.

For more information contact the City Clerk’s Office at 952-895-4490 or  
macheal.collins@burnsvillemn.gov.

Who: All ages – individuals, 
community groups or businesses

When: Nominations close 
Friday, Sept. 1 at 4:30 p.m.

Environmental stewardship and mentoring youth are 
just two of many examples of community building. 

Submit a Nomination
• Online at  

www.burnsville.org/communitybuilder 
• Send a typed or printed letter, 

including the name of the nominee, 
your contact information and reason 
for the nomination to:

Community Builder Award
City of Burnsville
100 Civic Center Parkway
Burnsville, MN 55337

Volunteer Resource Fair 
Attendees of all ages will have the chance to gather 
information on volunteer opportunities in Dakota 
County. Speak to representatives from the county, 
cities and service organizations to learn about their 
specific volunteer programs. 

For more information contact Dakota County 
Volunteer Coordinator Garrett Zaffke at 
651-438-4635 or garrett.zaffke@co.dakota.mn.us.

When: Monday, Sept. 25
3 – 5 p.m.

Where: Wescott Library
1340 Wescott Road, Eagan, Minn. 

Cost: FREE

Turn to page 4 for details on 
Senior Summer Movie Day!



Buckthorn is an invasive plant 
species that has many negative 
impacts on the environment. 
Removing buckthorn is a challenge, 
but it’s worth the fight to help local 
wildlife, prevent erosion and make 
woods more usable.

Residents are invited to team-up 
and organize a buckthorn removal 
project in their neighborhood.  
Groups that plan a buckthorn 
removal project can then apply with 
the City for free pickup and disposal. 

Neighborhoods must apply and be approved to qualify for free pickup.  
A minimum of three homeowners must participate to be eligible. Pick-up 
options may be available for individual property owners with large lots.

Applications are due by Sunday, July 30. For more information or to apply 
visit www.burnsville.org/nominate or call 952-895-4543.
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City Compost Site Open for 
Buckthorn Disposal

Who: Burnsville residents
When: July 29 – 30; Aug. 26 – 27; Sept. 30 – Oct. 1; Oct. 7 – 8; 

Oct. 14 – 15; Oct. 21 – 22 and Oct. 28 – 29
Time: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: City compost site behind the businesses at 121st Street and 

Pleasant Avenue
Cost: FREE

Neighbors are invited to participate in 
buckthorn removal projects. 

This City-sponsored workshop will be led by expert land managers 
from Minnesota Native Landscapes. Minnesota Native Landscapes has 
coordinated many large and successful buckthorn removal and habitat 
restoration projects around the state. Learn how to successfully remove 
buckthorn, how to bring back 
native plants and what City 
programs are available to 
assist with buckthorn removal.

Register online at 
www.burnsville.org/buckthorn.

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Wednesday, Sept. 13

6:15 – 7:15 p.m.
Where: Burnhaven Library

1101 W. County Road 42
Cost: FREE

Doing Good in Your Neighborhood
Volunteer to 
stencil storm 
drains and 
spread the idea 
of only “rain 
down the drain.”

Report illegal 
dumping into 
storm drains. 
Examples of 
illegally dumped 
substances 
include paint or 
used motor oil.

Report signs of 
potential pond 
pollution such 
as soapy or oily 
residue, unusual 
color, or strange 
smell. 

Report Water Pollution to the City
at 952-895-4550.

Learn more at 
www.burnsville.org/stencil.

Native prairie plants 
have deep roots that 
aerate the soil, allowing 
more rain and snowmelt 
to soak into the ground.

Plant a Prairie

Connect a downspout 
to a rain barrel and 
collect roof runo�. 
Use the free water for 
your garden!

Barrel of Runoff

A rain garden 
collects runo� and 
lets it soak (in�ltrate) 
into the ground 
instead of ending up 
in a storm drain.

A Garden
of Benefits

Need a new patio, walkway or 
driveway? Consider using 
pervious pavers or pervious 
asphalt. These allow rain and 
snowmelt to soak through 
instead of running o�.

Rethink Hardscape

Direct downspouts  
onto your yard, not 
down the driveway.

Redirect
Runoff

A strip of vegetation 
along a shoreline can 
slow runo�, reduce 
erosion, and prevent 
pollution from 
entering ponds.

Build a 
Pond Buffer

Leafy canopies capture rain and let 
it evaporate instead of becoming 
runo�. Tree roots improve soil 
structure, allowing more water to 
soak into the ground. Roots also 
help remove pollutants from water.

Trees, Please!

Friendly Yard
Create a Water Quality

Less stormwater runo� from your property means better local 
water quality. Below are tips on how to reduce your runo�.

Did you know? Buckthorn is 
easier to spot in the spring and 
fall. It leafs out earlier in spring 
and holds its leaves much later in 
fall than native trees.

Beat the heat, enjoy some treats and learn how to waste less eats! 
Participants will learn how to 
save money and waste less 
food with the documentary 
“Just Eat It.” Popcorn and 
ice cream will be provided. 
(Try not to be wasteful!) All 
participants will also take 
home an “Eat Me First” bin 
for the refrigerator.

Who: Burnsville residents ages 62+
When: Tuesday, July 25 • 1 – 3 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall

100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE
Registration Deadline: Friday, July 21

Burnsville’s compost site will be 
open for buckthorn disposal the last 
weekend of the month June through 
September. The compost site will 
also be open for buckthorn every 
weekend in October.

For a map to the compost site, 
images of buckthorn, removal tips 
and more information visit 
www.burnsville.org/buckthorn.

Neighborhood Buckthorn Pickup

Seminar:

Take Back Your WoodsSenior Summer Movie Day: 
‘Just Eat It’
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Emerald Ash Borer is 
On the Move

The first of May through the end of 
September is the most active season 
for emerald ash borer (EAB). Help 
limit a potential spread by avoiding 
pruning and removing ash trees 
during these months. If a tree has an 
EAB infestation, the disturbance may 
cause EAB beetles to fly and infest 
nearby trees.

Treatment Options for Private Ash Trees
This year, the City is treating approximately 1,200 public 
ash trees in parks and boulevards. Residents can take 
advantage of City contract pricing for private trees. The 
cost of treatment is $5.75 per inch of tree diameter, and the 
treatment protects a tree for two years. 

To schedule a treatment or for more information call Rainbow 
Treecare at 952-767-6920. 

Learn more about the threat of EAB and how to evaluate ash trees 
at www.burnsville.org/eab.

Sky Oaks 5th Graders Make a Difference for Local Butterflies
On a gorgeous spring day in April, an excited 5th grade class made a difference. In 
conjunction with Earth Day – and to raise awareness for the City’s annual native plant 
market – the class planted hundreds of native plants to benefit butterflies in Burnsville.

The project started when Burnsville natural resources staff reached out to Sky Oaks 
Elementary School. They proposed a “partnership in learning” that would give students 
hands-on work to help struggling butterfly populations. Pam Schilling, Sky Oaks 5th 
grade teacher, jumped at the chance.

“I like to get kids outside and get them actively engaged in the environment,” says Schilling. “It 
makes the world bigger to them.”

The experience began in the classroom when Liz Forbes, Burnsville Natural Resources Technician, 
shared information on planting for pollinators and the lifecycle of the monarch butterfly – 
including what natural habitat they need for laying eggs and feeding throughout their short lives.

A couple of days later, the students met Forbes at the planting site, received instructions and 
began planting approximately 250 Common Milkweed plants (for laying eggs) and 60 Blazing 
Star plants (for feeding). They were joined by Burnsville’s own Sustainability Man, who handed out 
plants to the students, answered questions and posed for pictures with the youth.

The results of the students’ planting efforts will take a couple of years to be seen. However, 
according to Forbes, their new appreciation for native plants could have an immediate impact. 

“This may guide the children – as they get older – to use less pesticides, plant native and educate 
others about what they have learned,” said Forbes.

“The students were given a new perspective,” explains Schilling. “Through this experience, they got to see the world through the eyes of a butterfly.”

For more information on planting for pollinators visit www.burnsville.org/plants.

Great Butterfly Viewing Locations in Burnsville• Kraemer Nature Preserve• Alimagnet Prairie at the entrance to the park

Liz Forbes and Sustainability Man pose with Pam Schilling’s 5th 
grade class from Sky Oaks Elementary after planting more 
than 300 native plants. 

Seminar:

What Can You Do for Pollinators? 
Creating a Pollinator-Friendly Garden

Bees, butterflies and other pollinators are 
on the decline – and they need help! Join 
award-winning author Heather Holm to 
discuss the types of native pollinators that 
visit local gardens – and how to choose 
the right native plants to provide them 
with food, water and nesting habitat.

Register online at 
www.burnsville.org/nativeplants.

Who: Burnsville residents
When: Wednesday, Aug. 2

6:15 – 7:15 p.m.
Where: Burnhaven Library

1101 W. County Road 42
Cost: FREE

This One’s for the Birds
Student’s Eagle Scout Project Helps Protect Birds and Other Critters from Used Fishing Line
Rosemount High School sophomore Jack Morrison knew he 
wanted to do something a little different for his Eagle Scout 
project. However, he didn’t immediately know that thinking 
outside the box would get him working – with boxes. 

“It started when I emailed the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources to try and get ideas for a project that would benefit 
our parks or lakes,” said Morrison. “They told me about some 
fishing line boxes [to recycle fishing line] they had made – and 
they needed someone to organize setting them up.”

Morrison cast his net out to cities in the area to see if any were 
interested in having the recycling boxes installed on fishing piers 
and other often-fished locations. Burnsville’s Natural Resources 
Department took the bait, and Morrison’s Troop 235 out of 
Lakeville set up boxes in April at Crystal Lake and Wood Pond. 

“Just a year prior, we found a kingfisher caught up in fishing 
line and dangling from a tree,” said Burnsville Environmental 

Specialist Sue Bast. “We were able to 
untangle it and set it free, but birds aren’t 
always that lucky. These new boxes should 
help protect our wildlife friends by keeping 
excess fishing line out of our ecosystems.”

All fishing line collected will be recycled by 
the Berkley Conservation Institute, where it 
will become part of nine million miles of line 
recycled since 1990. Once recycled, the line 
will be used to make habitat crates, park 
benches and other products. 

Morrison’s scout troop will be maintaining and 
emptying the boxes.

Sophomore Jack Morrison (left) and scout 
troop member Will Hack install a fishing line 
recycling box at Crystal Lake in Burnsville. 

Holm is recognized as a top expert on 
pollinators in the Midwest, and has written 
several books on the subject.
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Development/Redevelopment

Burnsville Holds Commercial Real Estate ‘Road Rally’
For more than 20 years, the Burnsville Commercial Real Estate 
Council (BCREC) – which consists of a collection of local commercial 
building owners – has assisted in promoting Burnsville to 
commercial real estate brokers.

In May, BCREC hosted its annual “Road Rally,” inviting brokers to 
visit commercial office buildings in Burnsville. The field trip was 
followed by a reception at Mediterranean Cruise Café. 

This event serves as an opportunity for the City, Burnsville 
Chamber of Commerce, Experience Burnsville and local building 
owners to showcase available commercial space.

Welcome to These New 
Burnsville Businesses

• Aldi (County Rd. 42)
• Central McGowan, Inc.
• Edward Jones – Greg Lien
• Edward Jones – Heidi Olson
• Floor Source & Design
• Harbor Freight Tools
• Metro Medical Homecare
• Olivia’s Organic Café
• Print & Frame

If you have a new business in 
Burnsville contact Economic 
Development Coordinator Skip 
Nienhaus at 952-895-4454 or
skip.nienhaus@burnsvillemn.gov 
to schedule a welcome visit.

In the last year, Burnsville’s Engineering Department developed a matrix to document and help apply 
crosswalk standards to existing crosswalks throughout the community. The matrix details the types of 
markings, equipment and technology that these crosswalks should have based on a variety of factors. 

Over the last several months, engineering staff have cross checked all current, City-maintained, marked 
crosswalks with the matrix. Plans are now being developed to use the matrix to improve those existing 
crosswalks, and ensure that they all adhere to the proper standards.

“U.S. Department of Transportation standards are the foundation of the crosswalk matrix,” explains 
Walter Ehresmann, Burnsville Engineering Specialist. “We built on that even further by looking at 
sightlines, pedestrian and traffic volumes, speed of roads and number of lanes at our crosswalks.”

According to Ehresmann, incorporating those additional parameters molded the matrix to the specific 
needs of Burnsville.

“This system provides the City with a guide to help us provide the ‘right’ crosswalk attributes at each location,” adds Ryan Peterson, City Engineer. “The 
uniformity the matrix creates will allow staff to be more efficient determining what’s needed at existing crosswalks, and will hopefully reduce confusion 
for pedestrians and drivers.”

For questions about the crosswalk matrix contact Engineering Specialist Walter Ehresmann at walter.ehresmann@burnsvillemn.gov or 952-895-4463.

Crosswalk Updates to Start This Summer

Burnsville Community Home Show is Sept. 16
Homeowners, potential home buyers and interested members of the 
community are invited to enjoy a full day of home inspiration and 
community fun.

Attendees will learn from professionals during home improvement seminars; get inspired for their next home 
project by seeing samples and speaking to vendors; make connections with local community businesses and 
organizations; and even have the opportunity to take part in onsite health screenings.

The Community Home Show is presented by the Burnsville Chamber of Commerce.
For more information visit www.burnsvillechamber.com.

The City of Burnsville and local area partners are working on design and potential routes for a new 
trail to connect Burnsville to the greater Lake Marion Regional Greenway. 

The proposed 1.8-mile trail segment would extend from the Burnsville/Savage border on Burnsville 
Parkway West, through Kelleher Park, and then follow Judicial Road north to an existing trail near 
the entrance of Sunset Pond Park.

The goal of this trail is to successfully create an amenity for the community, as well as connect users 
to destination points within and beyond the city’s borders.

The Lake Marion Greenway travels 20 miles through Burnsville, Savage, Credit River Township, 
Lakeville and Farmington. Once complete, it will link the Minnesota River to Murphy-Hanrehan Park 
Reserve, Ritter Farm Park, Lake Marion, downtown Lakeville, South Creek and downtown Farmington 
– where it will connect with the North Creek Greenway.

This project is supported by the Statewide Health 
Improvement Program, Minnesota Department of Health 
and the Dakota County Public Health Department.

With questions please contact Robert Slipka, Senior 
Landscape Architect at WSB & Associates, at 
763-231-4844.

Planning Underway for Lake Marion Greenway Segment

Residents will see a variety of crosswalk updates 
throughout Burnsville starting this summer.

Potential routes being reviewed for the Burnsville segment of 
the Lake Marion Greenway.

Who: All ages
When: Saturday, Sept. 16

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Where: Mary Mother of the Church

3333 Cliff Rd. E.
Cost: FREE admission

What: Lake Marion Greenway
Public Open House

When: Wednesday, Aug. 23
5 – 7 p.m.

Where: Burnhaven Library
1101 County Road 42 W.

Brian Ertel (Keller Williams), Leif Aronsen (TaTonka 
Real Estate), Gary Lally (Hoyt Properties) and Skip 
Nienhaus (City of Burnsville) pose in one of Burnsville’s 
available commercial buildings.

County Road 42

Sunset
Park

Murphy Hanrehan 
Regional Park

Kelleher
Park

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3
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Burnsville’s Parks, Recreation and Facilities 
departments have been hard at work for nearly 
a year updating the City’s Parks System Master 
Plan. The plan will provide guidance on the 
development and redevelopment of parks and 
programming for the next 15 to 20 years.

The existing parks plan was developed in 2000. 
Periodic updates are important to ensure that 
the City’s parks, amenities and recreational 
programs keep pace with changes in the 
community and meet the needs of residents.

“Burnsville is very developed, so there’s little 
land left for new parks,” said Recreation & 
Facilities Superintendent JJ Ryan. “However, the 
parks plan will help us focus on redevelopment 
and maintenance of existing parks to adapt to 
our ever-changing community.” 

Community Feedback
To determine the current needs and wants 
of the community, City staff and consultants 
coordinated 10 stakeholder meetings, booths at 
two public events and an online survey. 

In addition to gathering public feedback, staff 
also analyzed population demographics and 
compared Burnsville’s amenities and programs 
to those offered in similar communities. 

Early Results
While staff is still compiling and analyzing the 
data, a draft plan is expected to be presented 
to the City Council on July 11, with the final plan 
likely ready by September. 

Initial analysis shows that there is overall 
satisfaction and appreciation for the Burnsville 
parks system. Eighty-two percent of people 
surveyed feel safe when using Burnsville’s 
parks and trails. Seventy-four percent believe 
Burnsville’s parks and trails are well-maintained. 
Seventy-five percent feel Burnsville’s parks and 
trails are easy to find and use.

An Internal Analysis
While gathering feedback from the public, 
the Recreation & Facilities Department also 
conducted an internal examination of their 
mission and focus. The result was a new 
department mission statement and core values.

“We provide a lot of opportunities and we may 
think that they are beneficial, but it’s important 
for us to know if a program is meeting its goals,” 
said Garrett Beck, Burnsville’s Parks, Recreation 
and Facilities Director. “A comprehensive mission 
statement allows us to evaluate each event or 
recreation season to determine if we’re in line 
with our values and providing quality service.”

Learn more about the Parks System Master Plan 
at www.burnsville.org/parksplan.

Recreation Highlight:

Parks System Master Plan Provides Guide for Parks & Recreation

Burnsville 2018 Budget Process Underway
For residents and business owners in Burnsville – understanding how the City provides services, sets priorities and spends tax dollars is important. Just 
like any household, the City of Burnsville sets an annual budget prioritizing services such as police, fire/emergency response, streets and parks.

Work on Burnsville’s 2018 budget has already begun. The City 
will once again hold a number of public meetings to discuss the 
tax levy, services and priorities. 

All City Council meetings begin at 6:30 p.m., are cablecast live 
and replayed on Burnsville Civic Television Channel 16/HD859 
(for cable subscribers) and streamed online at  
www.burnsville.tv/live.

Residents are encouraged to participate by attending meetings, or 
offering questions/comments to City staff at 
www.burnsville.org/budget.

Burnsville Bulletin Among Projects Recognized at Minnesota 
Association of Government Communicators Awards
The Minnesota Association of Government Communicators (MAGC) recognized the City of Burnsville Communications Department/Burnsville Community 
Television with seven awards during its May Northern Lights Awards ceremony – including a first place Northern Lights Award for the Burnsville Bulletin.
The City received three Awards of Merit (Honorable Mention), two Bronze Awards (3rd Place) and two Northern Lights Awards (1st Place). 

Northern Lights Award – 1st Place
• Publications – Newsletter: Burnsville Bulletin

The City’s quarterly newsletter provides easy-to-read, interesting and relevant community stories along with 
timely information about City projects and initiatives.

• Video – Instructional: What to Expect During Water Meter Replacement
In early 2017, the City of Burnsville began a large-scale water meter replacement project. This video explains 
the replacement process and helps property owners prepare for meter replacement.

Bronze Award – 3rd Place
• Video Short: Crosswalking Dead

This video, which plays off the pop culture phenomenon of the hit television series, “The Walking Dead,” takes a 
mundane safety message about crosswalks and presents it in an entertaining and informative way.

• Writing: 2016 State of  the City Address
The State of the City Address provides an update on the current state of affairs in Burnsville as well as highlights 
of upcoming projects.

The City also received an Award of Merit for the following video projects:
• Community Interest Video: Talking Crosswalking Dead
• Community Interest Video: Why Do Artists Choose the Ames Center
• Video Campaign/Series: BCTV HD/Webstreaming Promos

For more information on how to stay connected with the City of Burnsville visit www.burnsville.org/connect.

The Burnsville Bulletin received a first 
place Northern Lights Award in the 
“Newsletter” category at the 2017 
MAGC Northern Lights Awards. 

Meetings on the 2018 Budget
(Dates are subject to change):

Tuesday, Aug. 15 Discuss possible level for the maximum property tax levy
Tuesday, Sept. 5 Adoption of the maximum property tax levy
Mid-October Video “Budget Open House” available online
Tuesday, Oct. 24 Department presentations
Tuesday, Nov. 14 General Fund & Property Tax Fund discussion
Tuesday, Nov. 28 Capital & Enterprise Fund discussion
Tuesday, Dec. 5 Consider adoption of the 2018 budget

Recreation Department 
Mission Statement

Our Mission: Enhancing our community 
through people, parks, programs and 
facilities.

Core Values: We are committed to
• Strengthening  

Community
• Diversity
• Fun
• Safety

• Integrity
• Stewardship
• Communication
• Enriching Lives



On June 11, 2016, 6-year-old Chloe was 
enjoying the pool area at her apartment 
complex in Burnsville. It was a sunny, summer 
day, so the pool area was packed.  

At 7:45 p.m., Chloe approached the edge of the 
pool and accidently fell into the deep end. With 
so much commotion at the outdoor gathering, she 
was not immediately noticed.

Chloe sunk to the bottom of the pool, where she 
remained for more than five minutes. That’s when 
a group of unlikely heroes sprang into action.

Chloe’s first hero, 10-year-old Jo-Lan Evans, 
noticed the girl not moving at the bottom of the 
pool. He began to alert others in the area.  

Hero number two, 15-year-old Jaqueline 
Montenegro, quickly jumped in and pulled the 
girl to the surface.

While 9-1-1 was being called, two more 
heroes – Ryan Quinn and Casey Gliem – took 
charge. The two started CPR, one doing chest 
compressions and the other giving mouth-to-
mouth. Even though there were no signs of life, 
they continued for several minutes.

Police officers and paramedics arrived shortly 
after and continued chest compressions and 
mouth-to-mouth until the girl regained a pulse. 
She was then transported by ambulance, still 
unconscious, to the hospital.

First responders on scene were not optimistic 
about the prognosis. The girl was underwater 
for some time, and did not appear to be 
responding well to lifesaving acts.  However, 
to the sheer joy of all those who witnessed the 

event, they soon received word that Chloe was 
revived. In fact, she was on her way back to her 
old self before the end of that same day.

To recognize the heroic and quick action taken 
by these everyday citizens, the Burnsville City 
Council recognized Jo-Lan Evans, Jacqueline 
Montenegro, Ryan Quinn and Casey Gliem with 
“Awards of Valor” during their June 6 meeting.

Also recognized were the first responders who 
helped save Chloe’s life: Officer Lauren Smith, 
Officer Jake Gribble, Sergeant Steve Stoler, 
former Fire Captain Rick Steinhaus, former 
Firefighter/Paramedic Andrew Hamlin, and 
Firefighter/Paramedics Andrain Roach and 
Jayson Knutson.

For more information on the Burnsville Police 
Department visit www.burnsville.org/police. 
For more information on the Burnsville Fire 
Department visit www.burnsville.org/fire. 
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Chloe (front row in pink), along with her heroes and 
members of the Burnsville City Council. 

Citizen Heroes Save Young Girl from Drowning
Four Community Members, Seven First Responders Recognized

Night to Unite is Tuesday, Aug. 1
Night to Unite is an annual opportunity for neighbors to get together for good food and good company. It is also an 
opportunity for police officers, firefighters, first responders and City staff to make connections with the community. 
The relationships built at these block parties help strengthen neighborhoods and bring awareness to the prevention of 
crime, drugs and violence.

Burnsville hosts more than 100 Night to Unite parties each year. 
Parties that sign up through the City can request visits from police, 
fire and City staff; a free Heart Restart CPR training for their 
neighborhood; party handouts and street barricade tape. 

Register your neighborhood party by July 24 at 
www.burnsville.org/ntu or call 952-895-4575.

When: Tuesday, Aug. 1
Registration due Monday, July 24
Material pick-up at Burnsville City 
Hall Monday, July 31

Cost: FREE

Residents on Butternut Lane in Burnsville 
enjoy a visit from City staff and Police 
during 2016 Night to Unite. 
(Photo credit: Mick Richards)

Willingness to 
go the extra 
mile, exemplary 
leadership, 
technical 
skills and 
professionalism 
are all words 
used to describe 
Burnsville Police 
Officer Lyn 
Tonne. These 
qualities – in 
addition to 
excellence in 
policing – are 

what lead to Tonne being awarded a 2017 
Medal of Valor from the Minnesota Association 
of Women Police. 

The organization’s annual awards banquet 
recognizes officers who go above and beyond 
the call of duty. Leadership staff in the Burnsville 
Police Department nominated Tonne for the 
award because of the high level of service she 
has shown to her department and the community. 

“Over the course of her career, Officer Tonne 
has exemplified a level of commitment to the 
Burnsville Police Department and people of 
Burnsville that has served as a model for other 
employees,” said Burnsville Police Chief Eric 

Gieseke. “She has phenomenal professional 
dedication and has responded to several critical 
incidents with bravery, poise and courage.”

Tonne joined the Burnsville Police Department 
in 1998. For nearly 20 years, she has served 
in multiple roles. She started the department’s 
Child Passenger Safety program, and has 
served in the crime scene unit, patrol division, 
traffic unit, field training, liquor and tobacco 
compliance, and Emergency Action Group. 

One of Tonne’s many strengths has been her 
work with Burnsville’s crime scene unit over the 
last 17 years.  The crime scene unit is comprised 
of 10 to 15 officers highly trained in crime scene 
processing and physical evidence collection. The 
skills of the unit are requested several hundred 
times each year.

“We’re called to all kinds of crime scenes 
including assaults, burglaries, property 
damage and homicides,” explained Tonne. 
“The crime scene unit conducts tasks like taking 
photographs, dusting for fingerprints and 
collecting DNA samples.”

In addition to her work in the field, Tonne 
also teaches crime scene investigations to 
other police agencies. The Burnsville Police 
Department offers a unique opportunity for law 
enforcement agencies to learn from their peers 
how to start a crime scene unit and the best 

practices for evidence collection. Tonne has been 
a lead instructor for many course topics and 
specializes in teaching sketching, diagraming, 
tire and footwear impression evidence, and 
blood and biological evidence.

“Officer Tonne’s work has impacted and 
influenced many people in Burnsville and in 
other law enforcement agencies,” said Gieseke. 
“Her enthusiasm for her job has made her 
an excellent asset to the department and a 
deserving recipient for the Medal of Valor.”

“Receiving this award is an honor, but I honestly 
see everything I do as just part of my job. It’s 
what I want to do to serve the City of Burnsville 
and the department,” said Tonne. “The Burnsville 
Police Department has a good group of people. 
I’ve built a lot of friendships and enjoy working 
with my partners. I’m going to continue to push 
forward and keep doing everything I can for the 
community.”

During her tenure Officer Tonne has received six 
Distinguished Service Awards, one Meritorious 
Service Award and one Award of Valor from 
the Burnsville Police Department. For more 
information on the Burnsville Police Department 
visit www.burnsville.org/police.

Officer Lyn Tonne Awarded Medal of Valor

Officer Lyn Tonne, center, stands with 
Sgt. Patrick Gast, left, and Chief 
Eric Gieseke, right.


