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The key to understanding your taxes is
getting involved in the process
Open Book Meeting provides first step in yearly tax cycle

Taxes are a year round subject. Sure, the topic does come up often around the
April 15 income tax deadline or in November when your "Truth in Taxation"
statement arrives in the mail. However, the true understanding of the property tax
system and how it impacts you is found in recognizing the process that govern-
ment uses to assess and collect taxes. lt is a continuous, year-round process that
kicks off for the 1996 tax year during the second week in March. Dakota County
Assessing Staff will meet with you to discuss your property taxes at their Open
Book Meetings scheduled for Monday, March 13, through Thursday, March 16.
(see sidebar)

"The Open Book Meetings are the best way for residents who have a question
about their tax bill to get some answers," commented Burnsville City Manager
Greg Konat. "The County handles the assessing functions and is there to help
people understand the adjustments in property values that may affect their taxes,"
added Konat.

At the meetings, a member of the assessing staff will meet with you and discuss
your property. Since the meeting will take place at the Dakota County Western
Service Center the staff will have on-line computer access to current appraisal
and tax information. This on-line access is helpful in researching comparable
sales, reviewing current or past values and taxes, reviewing homestead classifi-
cations or providing other information on new construction or value changes.

see laxes ...page 2

Inside this Issue
1994 Highlights ............ Page 3

Protect your family from
carbon monoxide...........Page 4

Annual Tree Sale/Tree
Maintenance Seminar ...Page 4

1995 Council goals........Page 4

Recreation News ..........Page 6

Recycling inforrnation,.,...insert

Environmental Seminar/
win a lawn mower....back page

So, you want to serve on a Commission?
Informational Forum on April 11 will onswer your questions

The Burnsville City Council, city staff, and representatives from the Gity's commissions
and committees will be holding an informationalforum on various appointed committees
and commissions. The meeting is set for Tuesday, April 1 1 , 1995 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at City Hall.

The commissions and committees serve as advisory bodies to the City Counciland are
charged with the responsibility of researching, reviewing and making recommendations
on related issues. This forum is an opportunity for citizens to learn how they can become
involved in their local government by service on one of these boards. The role of each
committee and commission will be talked about as well as the necessary time commit-
ment. Applications will be available for June 1 openings on the boards.

Look for more information about the Commissions and Committees lnformational Forum
in your local newspapers. lf you have any questions, you may contact the Office of the
City Clerk at 895-4491.

January/February/March I 995

Open Book
Meetings

Dakota Gounty
Western Service
Center
14955 Galaxie Avenue
Apple Valley, MN
For more information
call 438-4200

Meeting Dates:
Monday, March 13
through
Thursday, March 16

Meeting times:
9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Walk in service

Description:
This is your chance to
discuss an adjust-
ment in the valuation
of your property.



Taxes...
continuedfrom page I

In past years, Dakota County would
hold an Open Book Meeting at
Burnsville City Hall. ln order to save
taxpayer money and provide the
most time efficient and user friendly
service, the entire process has been
shifted to the Western Service
Center.

"What we're saying to people is "lf
you want to have an impact on your
taxes then you have to get involved,"
stated Konat. "People come to us at
the wrong time and we are unable to
help them. They should understand
the whole tax process, and utilize it,"
he added.

A complete calendar of how your
1996 tax bill wil! be constructed is
included here on this page. Open
Book Meetings are just the first step
in figuring the taxes you will pay in
1996. Keep in mind that your
property taxes will be based on the
value of your property as stated on
the notice of valuation sent by
Dakota County. For more information
on the Open Book process please
call438-4200.

A construction guide for your
1996 tax statements

March
Dakota County sends out valuation notices. These notices make home owners
aware of increases in assessed property values. The county then holds "open
book meetings" to discuss individualtax situations. These meetings will be held
from Monday, March 13 through Thursday, March'16 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley.

Dakota County mails statements of first half of 1995 taxes payable
before May 15.

May/June
The Dakota County Board of Equalization meets after May 1, 1995 to review
property tax assessments for taxes payable in 1996. The Board then passes on
a recommendation to the Dakota County Board of Commissioners who must
finalize the process by approving a finalized assessment by July 1, 1995.

Home owners must pay the first half 1995 taxes due on or before May 15, 1995.

July/August
The Burnsville City Council will begin the process of forming the 1996 City
Budget. Dakota County and your school district will also be planning for next
year at this time.

September
The City of Burnsville and other taxing authorities must report their estimated
tax levy for 1996. This must be done before September 15, 1995 in order to
facilitate the printing of "Truth in Taxation" notices. The pretiminary estimated
tax levy increase for 1995 was set a12.6%.

November
Property owners receive "Truth rn Taxation" notices in the mail in early to mid
November. These notices list the estimated taxes you will pay in 1996. The
notices also include the meeting time and place for "Truth in Taxation" hearings
held by the City, County, and school board.

Truth in Taxation hearings are held by state law the last part of November and,
if needed, the beginning of December.

December
The Burnsville City Council sets the final tax levy and adopts the 1996 budget at
a regular City Council Meeting. Dakota County and your school district also
adopt their 1996 budgets.

Your property taxes
The City of Burnsville collects 17o/o of
the taxes you pay and returns that
money to you in the form of facilities
and services. Your local school
district, Dakota County, and various
other taxing authorities are also
funded through your property tax
dollar.
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1994 Highlighrs

Dan McElroy traded in his mayoral gavel for a seat on the Minnesota House of Represen-
tatives. After 12 years on the City Council, including eight years as Mayor, Dan suc-
ceeded the retiring Connie Morrison.

Dan will be remembered for many remarkable contributions to the community. Perhaps
his most notable achievement was leading a successful political battle that put a third
traffic lane on the crowded stretch of l-35W crossing the Minnesota River. He also was
instrumental in developing Burnsville's first-rate park system. He helped create and lead
Burnsville's first Economic Development Authority and he leaves the City of Burnsville
with one of the lowest tax rates in Dakota County. Succeeding Dan as Mayor is Elizabeth
Kautz.

A remarkable event occurred in 1994. Church leaders, educators, residents, government professionals, business people
and community groups formed a group called Partnerships for Tomorrow (PFT). The purpose of the group was to form a
new long range vision, based on partnerships, for the community of Burnsville. Using the results from a resident survey,
information from over 100 focus groups, and direct citizen input from two town meetings, 80 volunteers worked through the
summer crafting both a vision for the community and detailed action plans for achieving that vision.

Partnershps fi:,-

The city government, Burnsville's three school districts, the Chamber of Commerce,
Fairview Ridges Hospital, Community Action Council, Dakota County, Prince of Peace
Church, and the Minnesota Valley YMCA have committed to work together to begin
implementing the PFT Report recommendations in '1995. The implementation areas
include safety, youth, neighborhoods, developmenUredevelopment, environment and
transportation.

A great deal of environmental work was accomplished in 1994. A fundamental review of the City's natural resource
protection efforts was begun. When completed, improved methods of protecting our surface water quality, preserving
undeveloped space, and controlling herbicide and chemical uses will result. Additionally, a long-range plan for the Krae-
mer Landfill was completed that will guide end-use development of current mining and infra-
structure into community recreation facilities. Additionally, an exhaustive inventory of vital city
wetlands was begun that should result in improved protection of these fragile resources.

"All Star" Burnsville
Burnsville was one of only seven municipalities awarded "All Star City" status by the
Minnesota Department of Trade and Economic Development. This award recognizes
cities that accomplish positive change in their economy through citizen participation,
planning and ongoing evaluation. Hard work by the city's Economic Growth Committee
and Economic Development Authority is resulting in 725,000 square feet of new office and
manufacturing facilities. Additionally, over 101 new jobs were created within the city and
208 jobs were retained that might otherwise have relocated in other communities.

The Minnesota Valley Transit Authority (MVTA) began constructing a 600 space Park and
Ride lot on Nicollet Avenue to serve south-ofthe-river bus riders. The state-of-the-art
facility will include a transit hub, MVTA offices and a collection of retail stores to better serve
commuters. The MVTA is planning to include several hightech features including computerized bus route information and
updated bus arrival times. Buses will also enjoy easy entry to l-35W through a redesigned access route to the new high
occupancy vehicle lane.
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Answers to your questions about CO
Burnsville Fire Department responds to public needfor information about carbon monoxide

The Burnsville Fire Department is responding to an ever growing number of
service calls to homes where a CO detector has sounded an alarm. This device
measures the amount of carbon monoxide gas there is in the home. ln most of
these calls it has been determined to be a false alarm. Many times this is the
result of improperly placed detectors. Some of these alarms are believed to be
the result of overly sensitive detectors that activate at levels that are not harm-
ful.

Across the country there has been an increased awareness and a push to
install CO detectors in residential homes. The National Fire Protection Adminis-
tration credits over 250 deaths and '1500 injuries per year to Carbon Monoxide
exposure in the home. The push to installdetectors has been promoted by the
Consumer Products Safety Commission and the American Lung Association.

What is Carbon Monoxide (CO)?
Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a by-product of incomplete combus-
tion. CO often is the result of a heating appliance that is mal-
functioriing. This includes furnaces, wood stoves, ovens, and
water heaters.
lf a malfunctioning appliance is not ventilated properly, the
amount of CO in the air may rise to a level that can cause
illness or death. lt has been called the "silent killer" because it

sneaks up without warning.

What are the warning signs of a CO problem?
Victims of CO poisoning initially suffer flu-like symptoms includ-
ing nausea, fatigue, headaches, dizziness, confusion, and
difficulty breathing. CO poisoning often causes a victim's blood
pressure to rise. As a result, the victim's skin may take on a
pink or red color.

Why is GO so dangerous?
When a smoke detector's alarm sounds, in most cases you can
physically see smoke. When the alarm of a CO detector
sounds, it may not be so readily apparent that a dangerous
condition exists. CO is colorless and odorless. Because you
cannot see it, taste it, or smell it, carbon monoxide can kill you
before you know it is even there.

How can you protect yourself from CO?
The most important steps that a person can take are
preventative ones. Experts recommend that residents should
have a qualified service professional inspect the fuel burning
appliance at least once a year. lnstall UL listed CO detectors
outside of sleeping areas and near all fuel burning appliances.

You should also recognize that CO poisoning may be the cause
when family members suffer from flu-like symptoms that don't
disappear but improve when they leave the home for an ex-
tended period of time.

Be alert to the danger
signs of a GO problem

oThe absence of a draft in your
chimney (indicating blockage)

.excessive rusting on flue pipes or
appliance jackets

rmoisture collecting on the windows
and walls of furnace rooms

ofallen soot from the fireplace

osmallamounts of water leaking from
the base of the chimney, vent or fuel
pipe

odamaged or discolored bricks at the
top of your chimney

orust on the vent pipe visible from the
outside of your home and

rstreaks of carbon or soot around
the service door of your fuel-burning
appliances

What to do if your CO alarm sounds?
lf your CO detector sounds an alarm and
you suspect a carbon monoxide problem,
you should evacuate the home and
contact a qualified repair company. The
Burnsville Fire Department can also be
contacted to investigate and insure the
safety of the occupants. The Fire Depart-
ment has monitoring equipment that can
test levels of carbon monoxide. However,
the Fire Department is unable to make
repairs if a problem is found. Even if your
detector does alarm and the reading
taken is determined to be below danger-
ous levels, it is recommended that your
fuel burning appliances still be tested by
a qualified service technician.

lf you have any questions regarding CO
detectors or any fire safety concern, you
can contact the Burnsville Fire Depart-
ment at 895-4570. lfyou suspect a
carbon monoxide problem please dial
911.
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Tree sale set for April To Prune or Not
to Prune?

Annual City
Tree Sale
When:

Saturday, April 29
8.00 a.m,

Where:

Maintenance Facility
75 Civic Center Drive,
near City Hall.

Tree Varieties
Basswood, Black Walnut ,

Fallgold Ash, Freeman
Maple, Mancana Ash,
Mountain Ash,

Northwoods Maple, and
River Birch Clumps.

Prices vary from
$l 5 to $30 per tree.

"We want the people to know that these are
bare root trees that are fresh and must be
planted immediately," advised City Forester
Bob Hulett. A full 560 trees in a variety of
species will be available. The trees, which
are provided by Cross Nursery in Lakeville,
willvary in size from6-12 feet high.

Hulett recommends that home owners
prepare the place in their yard where the tree
will go before coming to the sale. "lt would be
smart to loosen the soil ahead of time so
your tree can go right in after purchase,"
commented Hulett.

Along with providing a pretty backdrop for the
City of Burnsville trees provide many more
benefits both seen and unseen. "A native
American once said that people are begin-
ning to understand the meaning of life when
they plant trees under which they will never

Over 500 trees available to public at Arbor Day event

Burnsville's annual Arbor Day tree sale is set for Saturday, April 29th
starting at 8:00 a.m. and running untilthe trees are gone. This is your
chance to pick up a high quality tree at a reasonable price.

Get the answer at the Tree Maintenance

Seminar on March l4

The question of when and how to best prune
branches from your trees does not always
have a simple answer. At the City of
Burnsville's Tree Maintenance Seminar you'll
get the right information to keep the trees in
your yard full of vigor. Set aside Thursday,
March 14, as one day that can change the
lives of your trees.

Topics covered the Tree Maintenance Seminar
include:

r Tree roots are everything, how to pre-
serve their space

r Planting is a life long contribution, every-
one can review the best methods for tree
survival

r For health of tree, care practices must
match the needs of the tree

r To prune or not to prune

I How to measure tree growth and diag-
nose care prescriptions

r Replacing tall trees under power lines with
short ones

r Raising tree vigor and lowering mainte-
nance with natural landscaping alternatives

The seminar is a one stop shop of information
on trees. Burnsville City Forester Bob Hulett
will be joined by a licensed Tree Contractor, a
professional Horticulturist Consultant and an
Arborist. This panel of experts will be making
presentations and answering your questions.

sit," philosophized City Forester Hulett.

The purchase of a new tree is an investment into both the community and
the value of your property. The tree sale is an activity of your Burnsville
Forestry Division. lf you have any questions about the sale or the trees in
your yard contact Bob Hulett, City Forester at 895-4517.

City Council sets Eight Priority
Objectives for the year 1995
Planning for an increasingly challenging financial future was a top
priority for the City Council last year. The Council established eight
priority objectives for 1995. They are:

rCompletion of a Council/Staff visioning process,
rDevelopment of a police master plan,
rlncreased economic development and redevelopment,
rEstablish long-term infrastructure maintenance and funding plan,

rBetter meet community youth needs,
rBalance revenues and service demands,
rComplete organizational development plan and initial training,
rlmplement identified Partnerships for Tomorrow recommendations.
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Tree Maintenance
" Seminar

Thursday, March 14
7:00 p. m.

Burnsville City Hall

Community Room - Lower Level



Happenings w
Upcoming programs sponsored by the Burnsville Recreation Department o 8954500

Seasonal Events in Nature
Experience the great outdoors and learn more about our environment with the Burnsville Recreation's "seasonal Events in
Nature." An experienced naturalist leads you through the programs, which will be held at Terrace Oaks West. Unless
othenivise noted, the programs are for all ages, providing children are accompanied by an adult. Events will be held
weather permitting. lf weather is questionable the day of the event, call 895-4509 for up-to-date information.

Full Moon Hike
A naturalist will lead you in a hike through the trails of
Terrace Oaks West. See how the woods come alive at
nightfall!

Who: Allages"
Where: Terrace Oaks West
When: Thursday, March 16, 1995
Time: 7.00 p.m. - B:30 p.m.
Cost: $2.00 per participant
Registration Deadline: March 14, 1995
Minimum class size: 16

Spring's Awakening
Participants will learn to tap a tree, and look for other signs
of spring.

Who:All ages*
Where: Terrace Oaks West
When. Saturday, March 25, 1995
Time. 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Cost: $3.00 per participant
Registrations Deadline: March 22, 1995
Minimum class size: 16 with a maximum of 30

Early Bird Walk
They say the early bird catches the first worm. Well, at our
Early Bird Walk we may just get to see both. lt's a sunrise
hike at Terrace Oaks West.

Who: Ages 12 and above
Where: Terrace Oaks West Chalet
When: Saturday, April8, 1995
Time: 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
Cost: FREE
Registration Deadline: April 5, 1995
Minimum class size: 16

* Children must be accompanied by an adult.
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How Does Your Garden Grow
Learn how to create habitat for wildlife in your yard, how
and when to plant various vegetables and flowers along
with other care tips for your garden. We will plant some
seeds which can later be transplanted into your garden at
home. Bring your gardening questions to ask our master
gardener!

Who:Allages*
Where: Terrace Oaks West
When: Saturday, April 8, 1995
Time. '10.00 a.m. - 1 1:30 a.m.
Cost: $5.00 per participant
Registration Deadline: April 5, 1995
Minimum class size: 16 with a maximum of 30

Build a Bird Feeder
Celebrate Earth Dayl Work with a partner to build a bird
feeder to put in your yard. Please bring a clear two liter
bottle with the label removed.

Who:Allages*
Where: Terrace Oaks West Chalet
When: Saturday, April22, 1995
Time: '10:00 a.m. - '1 1.30 a.m.
Cost: $10,00 per bird feeder kit
Registration Deadline: April, 19 1995
Minimum class size: 16 with a maximum of 30

Spring Nature Camp
Explore the woods of Terrace Oaks West under the super-
vision of a professional naturalist. Search for animal and
bird nests and other signs of spring. Bring your own bag
lunch for this event.

Who: Ages 6-12
Where: Terrace Oaks West
When: Saturday, May 6, 1995
Time: 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Cost: $8.00 per participant
Registration Deadline: May 3, 1995
Minimum class size: 16 with a maximum of 30

Recreation



Full Moon Hike -^^^^^..^r^^ Spring Adaptive programs
Celebrate Mother's Day by bringing mom for an enjoyable
evening stroll. Naturally, everyone is invited to take in the 

^stars and tearn by the tight of ihe moon on tni.;;;il " Art Flair

nT:f""y,::i,ffi ;?"x'.::,"1.,1iiill":iff :[""".t)
Who: All Ages* crafts activities such as puff painting, dream catchers and
Where: Terrace Oaks West other fun activities. Sponsored by the City of Burnsville
When: Sunday, May 14, 1995 Recreation Department and ISD #191 Community Educa-
Time: 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. tion.
Cost: $2.00 per participant

Alt mothers are invited to attend free of charge! Who: Ages 6-14 with special needs

Registration Deadline: May 11, 1995
Minimum class size: 16

and ages 15-17

Volleyball
(Grades 10-12)

Basketball
(Grades 10-12)

Parent/Guardian Name:
Address:

Where: Burnsville City Hall, Community Room SmallSide
When: Tuesdays March 7, 14,21 and 28
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $17.00 per participant

Adult and Youth Sports
The City of Burnsville is starting leagues for the following
sports. Call Burnsville Recreation at 895-4507 for more
information on these programs.

Youth
ln Line Hockey Slo-Pitch Softball invite all interested persons to attend a Steering Commit-

Two leagues Ages 12-14 Men's, women and co-Rec tee Meeting. The meeting will include a chance for attend-

Adaptive Recreation Steering
Committee Meeting
Burnsville Recreation and ISD #191 Community Education

ees to provide their thoughts for new or the continuing of
4 x 4 Basketbali current adaptive recreation summer programming in

ln-Line Hockey
Burnsville.

Who: All interested persons
Sand Volleyball Where: Burnsville City Hall, Community Room Small SIde

When:Wednesday, March 15, 1995
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Phone (day) (eve)-
City/State: Zip:

Adult

Lacrosse

To register for programs included in this newsletter please send the registrationform below with pqtment to:

I I f I I I :*:YY*"3Y:,:":"!Y""' ::::":"::Y.'::": Y:!I I I I I I
Registration Form

Participant's Address:
Emergency ContacVphone:

Participant(s) Name M/F Age Activity Name and Date Fee for each program

Items listed below are used only for adaptive recreation.

Disability (Adaptive programs only):

Goal for participation :

Waiver. I hereby agtee to release arul indenrnify the Cily of Bumsville, its employees, ofticers or agents from any liability, claim or injury resultingfrom ny
chiful's or my participation in the above program(s). Also, in the event ofvideotaping or photos mnde in this program, I rclease all righ* to said videotape by

(producer) City of Burnsville I, being the parent/guardian of the above minor, hereby certify that I have read this release and fully undentand its meaning and

effect. I hereby agrce that I shall be bound thereby.

ParenUG uardian Signature: Date:
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Learn how to reduce yard waste and
help the environment
Environmental Solutions Program Seminar teaches the basics and
gives you a chance to win a new mower

Environmental
Solutions Program

When:

Tuesdqt, April 25
7:00 p.m.

Where:

Burnsville City Hqll

l{hat:
A seminar to educate
residents on the marry
benefits of leaving their
lawn clippings on the
lqwn. Attendees will
hqve the chance to win
a new Toro Recycler
Mulching Mower,
Electric Blower, and
compost bin

Would you like to beautify your lawn by using an easy,
cost effective, environmentally sound, and time saving
method? Then consider participating in the City of
Burnsville's Environmental Solutions Program.

The program is designed to teach i-esidents about the
benefits of mulching their grass clippings instead of
bagging them for curbside pick-up. The City of
Burnsville will be giving residents the opportunity to
use Toro Recycler Mulching lawn mowers as a step-
ping off point to get people talking about returning
grass clippings to the yard.

Participants in the program will have yard signs
designating them as demonstrators and at the end of
the program agree to purchase the mower at a sub-
stantially reduced price.

To find out more about this program and more about
environmentally sound solutions to yard care, come to
the Environmental Solutions Program Seminar on April
25. The seminar begins at 7:00 p.m. and will be held at
Burnsville City Hall.

At the seminar, you will hear presentations by experts on proper mowing and
watering techniques for a healthy lawn. There will also be musical entertainment,
free tree seedlings, and drawings for a free Toro Recycler Mulching Mower,
Electric Blower, and compost bin.

Be a part of the solution by participating in a program that puts yard waste where
it will do the most good, back on your yard. For more information on the Environ-
mental Solutions program, contact Burnsville Recycling at 895-4559.

City Meetings
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays of the Month
7:00 p.m.- City Hall Council Chambers
CityCable 16: LIVE, replays following Wednes-
day at 1'1 :30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

City Council Worksessions
Second and fourth Mondays of the month
7:00 p.m. - City Hall Training Room

Planning Commission
Second and fourth Mondays of the month
7:00 p.m. - City Hall Council Chambers
CityCable 16: LIVE, replays following Wednes-
day at 11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Economic Growth Committee
2nd Tuesday of each month
7:30 a.m. - City Hall Council Chambers

Burnsville/Eagan
Gable Commission
2nd Thursday of each month
7:00 p.m. - Alternates between Burnsville

and Eagan City Hall.
CityCable 16:L|VE, replays following Friday at
12:00 Noon and 5:30 p.m.

Parks and Natural Resources
Commission
First Tuesday of the month
7:00 p.m. - City Hall Council Chambers
CityCable 16: LIVE, replays following Friday at
Noon and 5:30 p.m.

The City of Burnsville does not disuiminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in the admission or access to,

or treatment or employment in, its programs, activities or services.

Burnsville City Council
Elizabeth Kautz .....-.Mayor
Charlie Crichton ..................Councilmember
Glenn McKee .................,....Councilmemlrer
Charlotte Shover .-......,........Councilmember
Deborah Moran............... ...Courrcilmember

('ity Manager: Creg Konat

Seryice Numbers
EMERCENC\/(Voice/TDD) ..............-...911

Police/Iirell\4edical(Non-emergency, voice/TDD) . &90-246A
Cig,Hatl(voice).....-.....--..........-.............................8954400
City Hall TDD ('l'elephone device for the deaf)..... ...895-4567
Water/Sewer Emergency{nighUweekend only)........895-2460
Bumsviile Ice Center ................... ..895-4650
Birnamwood Colf Course............ ..&90-7964
SeniorCenter.... ..882-25 I 9

City of
Burnsville
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