Burnsville
Flistorical

Coming Meetings
Thursday, November 20,
7:00-8:30 PM

Society

By Bonnie Boberg
Secretary, Burnsville Historical Society

My great-aunt left me volumes of genealogical
sheets about my ancestors, going all the way back
to the 1400s in England. My relatives came over
on the Mayflower, were early settlers in the
Colonies, helped establish and govern this new
nation, fought in both the Revolutionary and Civil
wars, and helped settle this new land.

I find that when I am looking through these
sheets my mind wanders to envision what my life
might have been like had I lived during these
exciting periods in history.
Have you ever thought about your long-lost
relatives? Were they royalty? Were they
criminals? Were they honorable? Were they
simple folk? What made them leave their homes
and come to settle in this country many years
ago?

Charlotte Shover, a former Burnsville resident,
has asked herself many of these same questions
and she will share her insights at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 20, at the River Ridge Building,
190 S. River Ridge Circle, Burnsville, during the
Burnsville Historical Society's monthly meeting.
All are welcome to attend this free event.

Diary of
Ichabod B. Borror, Gold Prospector around
Virginia City, Montana,1864-1865, is an
annotated version ofher husband's greatgrandfather's diary, and Augustus R. Temme in
the Civil War, is a book about her greatShe has published two books: The
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You're invited to the
November meeting!
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grandfather. Shover
share how she
researched her past
and what prompted
her to write these
books. She will help
you understand how
to research your own
ancestors and explain
why telling family
stories is important.
You are invited to
bring your own Civil
War memorabilia to
share with others at
this meeting.
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Charlotte Shover will
speak about researching
the civil war at our
November 20th meeting.

commemorates the
Sesquicentennial of
the Civil War. Shover will talk about researching
your family during the Civil War with tips on
determining the regiment, what battles your
soldier might have fought in, where his regiment
was in an individual battle, how to research a
particular battle, leaming about a soldier's life,
and visiting battlefields.
Shover graduated with a bachelor's degree in
elementary education from Ohio State University.
She has taught school, worked for state and local
governments, and served on the Burnsville City
Council. She and her husband now reside in
Rosemount. They have three children and eight
grandchildren.
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Winter storms to
remember!
As this digital newsletter
approaches the "SEND" moment,
the forecasts are electric about our

first winter storm of the 2014-2015
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season.

I always enjoy the Paul Douglas
website. Today he writes:
"Odds still favor a healthy pile
of white, enough to shovel and
plow. I expect most suburbs to pick
up 5-10 inches by Tuesday
morning; a better chance of a cool
foot from St. Cloud into the
northem suburbs of the Twin Cities
but less snow south of the Minnesota River,
where ice may mix in for a time."
The historical comparisons catapult us back to
the Armistice Day Blizzard of November I l,
1940. Of this event, Douglas said:

"It hit the Pacific northwest with near
hurricane-force gusts," Douglas says.
"Usually storms weaken somewhat as they
cross the Rockies, but this storm did not
weaken. In fact, as it tapped moisture from
the Gulf of Mexico and cold air lurking just
north over Canada, the two combined into an
explosive pattern and the storm system
really became what meteorologists call a
bomb."

In 2000 Mark Steil did a great story on MPR
called the "Winds of Hell" and I highly
recommend you give these audio segments a
listen:
hlip :ii'u, u,u,.illprn e\\'s. orgistoryi'
20*0 I I i' I O_steilrn_blizzarcl-nt

I remember hearing firsthand stories from
those who'd experienced it. Here are ex-cerpts
from what Wikipedia has to say:
"The morning of I I November 1940 brought

$'
with it unseasonably high temperatures. 81'early
afternoon temperatures had warmed into the
lower to middle 60s oF (18 "C) over most of the
affected region.

"However, as the day wore on conditions
quickly deteriorated. Temperarures dropped
sharply, winds picked up, and rain. follos'ed by
sleet, and then snow began to fall. An intense low
pressure system had tracked from the southern
plains northeastward into western Wisconsin,
pulling Gulf of Mexico moisture up from the
south and pulling down a cold arctic air mass
from the north.
"The result was a raging blizzard that would
last into the next day. Snowfalls of up to
27 inches (69 cm), winds of 50 to 80 mph (80130 kmlh),2O-foot (6.1 m) snow drifts, and 50degree Fahrenheit (30 'C) temperature drops
were common over parts of the states of
Nebraska, South Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Michigan.

"ln Minnesota,2T inches (69 cm) of snow fell
at Collegeville, and the Twin Cities recorded
16 inches (41 cm).

"Along the Mississippi River several hundred
duck hunters had taken time off from work and
school to take advantage of the ideal hunting
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One for the records
The Armistice Day Blizzard oI 1940 cut a 1.O00-mile-wide path
through the Midwest. A total of 154 people died.
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conditions. Weather forecasters had not predicted
the severity of the oncoming storm, and as a result
many of the hunters were not dressed for cold
weather.

"When the storm began many hunters took
shelter on small islands in the Mississippi River,
and the 50 mph (80 km,th) winds and 5-foot
(1.5 m) waves overcame their
encampments. Some became '?
stranded on the islands and then
froze to death in the single-digit
temperafures that moved in over
night. Others tried to make it to
shore and drowned. Duck hun
constituted about half of the 49
deaths in Minnesota.
"Those who survived told of
how ducks came south with the
storm by the thousands, and
Pilot Max Conrad saved
everybody could have shot their many stranded duck
hunters
daily limit had they not been
focused on survival. Casualties
were lessened by the efforts of Max Conrad, a
pioneering light plane pilot and one of his students
(John R. Bean) both based in Winona, Minnesota,
25 miles upriver from La Crosse. They flew up and
down the river in the wake of the storm, locating
survivors and dropping supplies to them.
Both rnen were nominated for the Carnegie triffitill;
Soci*ry
Medal for their heroism.

All Hell Broke
Loose:
Experiences of
Young People
During the
Armistice Day

1940Blizzard
October 27,2004
by William H.

The St. Paul and Sioux Gity Railroad
By Jeff Jerde, Vice-President

Railroad tracks have run paralle! to the
Minnesota River in Burnsville since 1865.
Do you know how they got there?
Do you hear the trains?

My wife and I have lived in Bumsville since
1978, first quite near Nicollet and McAndrews
and now in the Heart of the City. In both locations we have enjoyed hearing the trains approach
the crossings as they pass through the Minnesota
River Valley. For us it's a romantic sound.

think about
when you wait impatiently for a train to cross
Cliff Road near Northem Hydraulics or Walmart.
So here's something for you to

Before the days of settlement, the river was the
highway. Into the 1850s the land offered trails,
not highways. Railroads changed that
and
were heavily promoted by their creators.
Brochures like the one at right spoke of the "unparalleled salubrity" of this area.
(continued )
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The Burnsville Historical Society is a
rnernber-supported independent not-forprofit Minnesota corporation.
We rely on rnernber volunteers to record,
preserve, and present rneaningful
inforrnation about Burnsville's history,
whether frorn long ago or 6Just last week."
Our support cornes frorn rnernberships
and contributions frorn people like you!

This newsletter is produced and
distributed free in .pdf forrnatby ernail.
For those who can not receive it by ernail,
we will print and rnail a copy.
Please corne to our rneetings to rneet your
neighbors, and please becorne a rnernber!
Thankyu

to the

I90

Riuer Ridge Building in north

Burnsuillefor prouiding our headquarters and meeting space.

l9Oriverridge.corn
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The St. Paul and SiOUx City RailrOad

(continuedrrompreviouspase)

The following passages are
excerpted from The History of
the St. Paul & Soux City
Railroad, 1864-1881, by Gen.
Judson W. Bishop.

"The Minnesota Valley
Railroad Company was
organized in 1864 under an act of
the Minnesota Legislature
approved March 4th,1864. The act granted to
that company all the "lands, interests, rights,
powers and privileges" granted to the then
Territory of Minnesota by and under the
so-called Land Grant Act of Congress ;].
approved in1857, and which
were conferred on the then so-called
Southern Minnesota Railroad
^
Company by act of the
Legislature approved
May 22nd,1857,
pertaining to the
proposed line of
railroad from
St. Paul via
Mankato

i

and

lmagine

it's 1870!
Imagine living in
Burnsville and taking a
train to Mankato in 1870 or so!

Glancing at the map you would see
that your route would take you through
the following towns along the way,
beginning at...
Nichols station
Hamilton (renamed Savage in 1901)
Shakopee

other
points named
to the southern boundary of the state in the
direction of the mouth of the Big Sioux river,
where Sioux City now is.
"Congress had granted to the state six sections
of land per mile of the railroad as a bonus for its
construction; and a subsequent act granted four

Merriam
Brentwood
Davidson
St. Lawrence
Belle Plain
Blakeley
Henderson
Le Sueur
Ottowa
Kasota
Mankato
An 1865-style locomotive needed to take
on water about every 20 miles! Normal
best speed was between 15 and 20 mph.

additional sections per mile which were duly
transferred to the Minnesota Valley Railroad
Company by act of Legislature approved March
2nd,1865.
o'In 1865 the road was located and
constructed from Mendota to Shakopee,22
miles; and in 1866 it was expended eastward
from Mendota to West St. Paul,6 miles,
terminating at South Wabasha street and was
extended westward from Shakopee to Belle
Plaine, 19 miles, making then, in all,47 miles
of completed road.

arranged with the steamer "Mollie Mohler" to
make a round trip daily, leaving Belle Plaine on
arrival of our moming train from St. Paul, to
Mankato and return, to connect w'ith our
afternoon train to St. Paul. Other and larger boats
made frequent trips whenever they could find a

paying load, and atthat time the railroad wanted
and needed all the business the country afforded.
". ... The country between Mankato and Sioux
City, a stretch of,nearly two hundred miles, u,as
in 1871 and 1872, when the road was under
construction, a naked prairie, almost as destitute

"Successive extensions were
completed to LeSueur in 1867, to
Mankato in 1868, to Lake Crystal in
1869, and to St. James,l22 miles from
St. Paul, in 1870.

"Meantime, in i869, the Minnesota
Valley Railroad Company and the
Minnesota Central Railroad Company
joined in the construction of the bridge
over the Mississippi river, and of the
line from Pickerel lake (two miles east
of Mendota) to the site of the present
Union Depot in St. Paul, so arranged
on the river side as to exchange freight
with steamboats, there being then no
direct railway connection at St. Paul
for the east or south.

During your trip from Burnsville to Mankato, the "Shakopee"
would have been your engine, with coach. (Minnesota
Historical Society photo)

"On the 7th day of April. 1869, the
name of the company was changed
from the Minnesota Valley Railroad Company to
the St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad Company,
the road in that year having run out of the valley
at the south bend of the river, and having reached
the open prairie at Lake Crystal on its way
towards Sioux City.
"The Minnesota river in those days. ... was
navigable and therefore a competitor for April,
May, June, and July, as far up as Mankato, and a
part of the time to Fort Ridgely and the Redwood
and Yellow Medicine Indian agencies.

"During the spring and summer of 1867, the
terminus of the road being at Belle Plaine, we

of trees as of human inhabitants. As during those
and the following years the lands were being
taken and occupied by actual settlers, the
company by precept and by example tried to
encourage the planting of trees; and, for ten years,
young trees, cuttings, and tree seeds were
transported to every station free of charge. The
beneficent results of this policy are now apparent
to one who sees the splendid groves surrounding
the comfortable farm houses and shading the
parks and streets in the villages and cities, and
who remembers the utterly blank Bu*pll5*
I list<rrieal
landscape of thirty years ago.
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