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City Recognized for Volunteer Program
Whether directing traffic and crowds at a
City-wide event, or providing support to
Burnsville Firefighter/Paramedics during
an apartment fire, Burnsville residents
have a unique opportunity to work
side-by-side with local Police Officers
and Firefighters.
Through a volunteer program known as the Mobile
Volunteer Network (MVN), engaged Burnsville
residents can connect their skills and interests
with public safety officials.
In recognition of the City’s volunteer network,
the League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) awarded
Burnsville a “City of Excellence” award at their
annual conference in June. Burnsville was the
recipient of one of only four “City of Excellence”
awards given out in 2011. The City and MVN were
awarded for their “Effective Use of Volunteers.”
“Burnsville Police and Fire rely on this group
during emergencies and at special events throughout
the City,” said Burnsville Community Services
Specialist Amber Jacobson. “The group also generates
a tremendous cost savings to the City by reducing

overtime costs that would typically be required for
additional safety personnel.”
Burnsville’s MVN is made up of over 50 residents
who are trained in areas such as traffic and crowd
control, first aid, missing person/object search, radio
communications, media relations, psychological first
aid and sky warn.
Burnsville's Mobile Volunteer Network program
is funded primarily by the Citizen Corps Grant Program
through the State of Minnesota Homeland Security
and Emergency Management Department. The City
has received grant dollars since 2003 for staffing,
supplies and equipment to assist with the program.
For more information or to join MVN visit
www.burnsville.org/volunteer.
Members of the
MVN take part in
emergency
response training
in August.

Coughlin Elected to City Council
William Coughlin was elected
to the Burnsville City Council
after receiving nearly 58 percent of the votes cast in the
July 26 Special Election.

Over the next four years, Coughlin says
he hopes to help keep Burnsville‘s
taxes low; keep the City a safe place to
live, work and raise a family; and support business expansion to grow the
City’s tax base and create new jobs.

Coughlin, a first-time Councilmember,
was sworn in on Aug. 9. He will
serve the remainder of former
Councilmember Charlie Crichton‘s
four-year term.
A private practice attorney, Coughlin
has lived in Burnsville for 22 years. He
says he brings a fiscally conservative
voice to the Burnsville City Council,
and that he believes his law
background will allow him to have a
deep understanding of ordinances,
zoning and variance issues.

Bill Coughlin was sworn in as a Burnsville
City Councilmember on Aug. 9.

City Budget Open House Set For Dec. 1
Budget Open House
Thursday, Dec. 1 – 6:30 p.m.
Burnsville City Hall
100 Civic Center Parkway
Get an overview of the proposed
2012 City Budget, ask questions
and provide feedback
Residents will also have the
opportunity to provide feedback on
the 2012 City Budget at the following
City Council meetings:

Burnsville City Council
Elizabeth Kautz
Bill Coughlin
Dan Gustafson
Dan Kealey
Mary Sherry
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Councilmember
Councilmember
Councilmember
Councilmember

City Manager
Craig Ebeling
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Oct. 25
Nov. 15
Nov. 29
Dec. 6

Volunteer To
Help Your Older
Neighbors
Volunteers are needed to
help older homeowners
living in Burnsville with
seasonal outdoor work.
DARTS – a communitybased nonprofit that
partners with the City of
Burnsville – is seeking
volunteers for its Outdoor
Chores program. Help
residents who can’t rake
their own leaves or shovel
their own sidewalks and
driveways.
For more information
contact Colleen Fritsch
at 651-455-1560 or
colleen.fritsch@darts1.org
or visit www.darts1.org.

Winter Lighting Ceremony
Set For Nov. 23
The seasonal lights in the Heart of the City
will come alive during a free, fun and
festive ceremony that has become a
Burnsville tradition.
The 12th annual Heart of the City Winter Lighting
Ceremony is set for Wednesday, Nov. 23 from 6 to
6:45 p.m. The ceremony is organized by the Burnsville
Community Foundation, which donated $30,000 for
last year’s Winter Lighting.
The event will be held in Nicollet Commons Park
(Nicollet Avenue and 126th Street) in front of the
Burnsville Performing Arts Center. Free parking is
available at the Heart of the City Parking Deck and
the Heart of the City Park and Ride Ramp located one
block north of Burnsville Parkway on Pillsbury Avenue.
Join the countdown with the crowd as the switch is
flipped, bringing over 200,000 mini-lights, over 230
streetlight snowflakes and a 30 foot tree to life. The
ceremony also offers entertainment by local youth
choirs and holiday treats.

Department Presentations
Review and Discussion
Review and Discussion
Consider Adoption of the
2012 Budget

(Dates are subject to change)

For the most up-to-date budget
information, visit
www.burnsville.org/budget.

From L to R: Santa Claus (Michael Esch), Mrs. Claus (Shirley Esch),
Burnsville Community Foundation President Alan Spillers, Lions Club
President Terri Moen, Burnsville Rotarian Duane Francher,
Burnsville Rotarian Bryan Frandrup, Baseball Association 191
President Rich Vanderlaan and Mayor Elizabeth Kautz at the
2010 lighting.

Mayor/City Council
Message Center

City of Burnsville
Burnsville Bulletin

952-895-4403

100 Civic Center Parkway,
Burnsville, MN 55337-3817

email
council@ci.burnsville.mn.us
Internet
www.burnsville.org
Cable Television
BCTV 16
Burnsville Community Television
www.burnsville.tv

Standard Presort
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #44
Burnsville, MN

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

Burnsville Performing Arts Center Events
Burnsville Performing Arts Center 2011-2012 Series. Purchase at least three shows and save $5 on each ticket.*

Duluth Festival Opera’s Pocahontas
Saturday, Oct. 1 at 7:30 p.m.
Ticket information: Special Price of $15 for Burnsville Residents
This 90-minute opera was composed by Minnesota composer
Linda Tutus Haugen for the 400th anniversary of Jamestown, Va.
Unlike previous movie versions, it depicts the compelling and
historically accurate story of Pocahontas. The music is performed

in English and there is spoken dialogue, making it a great
introduction to opera for ages 10 to 100. In addition to the opera
cast, there are also performances by Native American dancers
and musicians.

Away In The Basement: A Church Basement Ladies’ Christmas
Troupe America Saturday, Nov. 5 at 2 p.m.
Ticket information: Orchestra:
Adults
Students & Seniors

Balcony:
Adults
Students & Seniors

$39
$36

It’s 1959 and the day of the Sunday School Program. As
the children rehearse, the ladies of the kitchen are

$34
$31

unaware of what surprises are in store for them as they
are called upon to, once again, step in and save the day.

Rhythmic Circus: Feet Don’t Fail Me Now!
Saturday, Nov. 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $34 and $29
There’s tap dancing and then there’s Rhythmic
Circus, the percussive-dance phenomenon that

electrifies audiences with its hard-hitting,
rapid-fire tap and high-spirited music.

Spencers Theatre of Illusion
Thursday, March 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $34 and $29
Ticket information: Orchestra:
Adults
Students & Seniors

$39 and $32
$36 and $29

Theatre of Illusion is a sophisticated production filled
with original magical creations designed exclusively for
the Spencers. People levitate, walk through walls, vanish

Balcony:
Adults
Students & Seniors

$18
$15

and reappear. In one illusion, the entire audience is
asked to participate in a stunning, interactive mind
reading experience.

Celtic Crossroads
Thursday, March 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $32.50 and $29.50
Celtic Crossroads is critically acclaimed as “the most
exhilarating and authentic show to come from Ireland in
decades - not to be missed.” The new World Fusion Tour

abounds with fusions of traditional Irish music, bluegrass,
gypsy and jazz while pulsating with the rhythms of exciting
Irish dance percussion.

This series is supported by the Burnsville Performing Arts Center Angel Fund.
*Discount offered on adult full price tickets ONLY. No double discounts. Offer ends Nov. 11, 2011.

Other Upcoming Events
Klein Bank presents

Five By Design’s “Club Swing”

Christopher O’Riley: Out of My Hands
Friday, Oct. 21 at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 8 at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets: $30 for Adults $27 for Seniors $20 for Students

Tickets: $29 and $24

Christopher O'Riley is well-known for his eloquent and compelling musings on music and
popular culture. His latest performances stretch the piano beyond the classical repertoire
and into the rich, uncharted territory of contemporary and alt-rock. Out Of My Hands
includes the music of R.E.M., Portishead, Cocteau Twins, Pink Floyd, Nirvana, The Bad Plus,
The Smiths, Tears for Fears and material from Radiohead and Elliott Smith. Proceeds
benefit the Friends of the Burnsville Performing Arts Center. www.friendsbpac.org.

The Minnesota Theatre, The Century, The Bijou Opera House, The Palace
Theatre and The Prom Ballroom... have all disappeared from the Twin Cities’
landscape. Set in the present, the fictional Club Swing is about to face the
same fate as those historic buildings. Five By Design celebrates the songs,
events and personalities that defined American culture in the swing era.

For a complete list of Burnsville Performing Art Center events or for ticket information visit www.burnsvillepac.com
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*Ticket prices listed include facility fees. Additional service charges or handling fees may apply.

Fall Recreation
Burnsville Ice Center

Birnamwood Golf Course

Can’t Skate? No Problem!
Registration for the fall “Learn to
Skate” program is open. Lessons
kick off the week of Oct. 9 at
the Burnsville Ice Center,
251 Civic Center Parkway.

Fall Golf
Golf is a great way to enjoy
the beautiful Minnesota fall
colors and weather.

Lessons will be offered on Wednesday nights, Thursday
afternoons and Saturdays. Open to ages three and up!
Registration for winter “Learn To Skate” lessons is
tentatively set for Wednesday, Jan. 4 from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
at Burnsville City Hall. Lessons will start the week
of Jan. 22.
Contact the Ice Center at 952-895-4651 or visit
www.burnsvilleicecenter.org.

Birnamwood Golf Course is offering great fall rates
starting Oct. 1 and lasting throughout the remainder
of the 2011 season.
Green Fees:
Regular Rate
Fall Rate
Weekends:
$13.25
$10.25
Weekdays (M-Th):
$12.50
$9.50
Second 9 Holes:
$10.00
$7.00
Juniors & Seniors:
$11.25
$8.25
(M-Th before 3 p.m.)
For more information visit www.birnamwoodgolfcourse.com.

Trick-or-Skate

New Community Garden
Sprouts In Burnsville
In conjunction with Twin Cities Community
Garden Day, Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth
Kautz, members of the Woodhill Urban
Agricultural Education Center, City staff and
volunteers helped plant 12 trees at the new
Wolk Park Community Garden on Aug. 6.
The City’s second community garden was made possible
by the members of the Woodhill group. They were able
to seek out and receive grant money from Dakota County
and Valley Natural Foods, which paid for construction
of the garden. Woodhill was also able to negotiate an
agreement with neighboring South Metro Vineyard
Church for a water supply source.
Wolk Park Garden is located at 13800 Parkwood Lane.
Plots will be available for the 2012 growing season via
lottery. Applications are due March 2. Contact the
Burnsville Recreation Department at 952-895-4500 for
more information.

The Ice Center’s annual
Halloween Skating Party will
take place on Sunday, Oct. 30
from noon to 1:30 p.m.
Admission is free and skate
rental is discounted. The party
will include “Trick-or-Treating”
around the rink, games, prizes,
free private lessons for new
skaters and a costume contest!
L to R – Elizabeth Kackman, Garden Designer Daniel Halsey,
Mayor Kautz and Tom Kackman.

More Fall Activities
THE GARAGE
2011-12 annual memberships for THE
GARAGE Youth Center are on sale now.
Annual Membership: $5; includes after school and
summer evening programming for grades 6-12.
Programs include recreation, art, fitness, service
and support programs, plus a mandatory half hour
of homework each school day.
VIP (Volunteers In Partnership) Membership:
VIP membership is also only $5, but requires
volunteer hours such as tutoring, concessions and
performing. VIP members receive free admission
to most concerts and discounts on concessions.

Upcoming Events:
School break Oct. 17-21
Jr. Squad (grades 5 and 6 only) will go to the
Science Museum, visit an apple orchard, carve
pumpkins and more.
Annual members will have a Paranormal Party,
duct tape art, jewelry making and more in the late
afternoons and evenings.
For more information visit www.thegarage.net.

Youth Cheerleading
Skyhawks Cheerleading teaches
young athletes the essential skills
to lead crowds and support the
home team!
Designed for children ages 5 to 8, this
entry-level cheer program ensures that each
camper learns cheers, proper hand and body
movement and jumping techniques.
There is no stunting – just a big focus on
fun while each cheerleader learns
important life skills such as teambuilding
and leadership. The week concludes with
a choreographed performance.
When: Saturdays, Oct. 8, 15, 22 and 29
10-11:30 a.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall,
100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost:
$55

Halloween Fest at
Nicollet Commons Park
Join the Halloween fun at the Nicollet
Commons Park Halloween Fest.

THE GARAGE is Burnsville’s youth community center for grades 6-12.

The festival will include an
illuminated treat train moving
around the park, haunted stories,
face painting, characters from Buck
Hills’ “Frightmares” and much more.
When: Friday, Oct. 28 - 6-8 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 126th Street
and Nicollet Avenue
Cost:
$5 per family. No preregistration necessary.
This event is for all ages. Come in
costume! Parking is available at the
Burnsville Performing Arts Center
parking deck or the Heart of the City
parking ramp.

Paha Sapa: Play it Forward
Connects Community and
Has Fun Doing It
When was the last time you played kick-thecan or a rousing game of freeze tag?
Remember life before organized sports and stringent after
school activity schedules? Neighbors, friends and families
gathered for spontaneous pick-up games and played until
the streetlights signaled it was time to go home.
One Burnsville neighborhood is turning back the clock
and providing fun with “drop-by” activities for the entire
community. You may have even seen the signs, “Fun in
Progress, Come Play!” at Paha Sapa or Crystal Lake Park.
Paha Sapa: Play it Forward is a group of Burnsville
neighbors promoting
physical activity and
creating neighborhood
connections one fun
activity at a time –
and you don’t have to
add it into your already packed schedule! There is no
need to register, no fees to pay and no mandatory
weekly commitments. These events are periodic and
often spontaneous. The focus is on making it easy for
everyone to participate.
Whether it’s kite flying, tag, pick-up games or water
balloon volleyball – Paha Sapa: Play it Forward wants
YOU to come join in the fun. All ages are welcome.
Upcoming events:
Saturday, Oct. 8, 2-4 p.m. Paha Sapa Park: Kickball,
Dodge Ball, Bocce Ball and more!
Saturday, Nov. 5, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. TBD: “How to ACTIVELY
Survive Winter.” Lunch will be provided with free drawings
for gift cards and items for winter activities!
Search for Paha Sapa: Play it Forward on Facebook.

For more information on these and other recreation activities, contact the Burnsville Recreation Department at 952-895-4500.
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ITY SERVICE

The Burnsville City Council sets goals and
objectives for the City in alignment with theme
areas identified by the community as important
to address. City Services is one of those
theme areas. The others are safety, youth,
development, neighborhoods, environment, and
transportation. Resources are aligned and
monitored and decisions made using a system
of Ends and Outcomes in each of the areas.

City Services: Ends and Outcomes
People find the City of Burnsville delivers
quality essential services in a cost effective,
timely manner.
1. Residents and businesses recognize City
services as a positive value.
2. Citizens perceive City employees as
customer service oriented.
3. City services and City employees are
focused on community building.
a) Employees will be increasingly involved
in Community Building activities.

4. Citizens are informed about issues, feel
positive about City services and are aware
of opportunities for increased involvement
in community initiatives.
5. Burnsville is a preferred community with a
great quality of life.
6. Businesses and residents are attracted to
Burnsville because of a visible
commitment to technology that supports
an enhanced quality of life.
a) Burnsville facilitates community wide
accessibility to broadband technology.
b) Burnsville provides effective community
wide electronic-government (E-Gov.)
services.

7. Burnsville is an organization that provides
a supportive and collaborative environment
encouraging employee learning and
participation in the decision-making
process.
8. Service consolidations and partnerships
with Dakota County and other cities will
be implemented.
9. City parks and recreational facilities will
offer a variety of events and activities
throughout the year to build community
and stimulate economic activity for local
businesses.
a) Citizens, including youth, participate in
a wide variety of physical activities.
b) A coordinated media plan effectively
promotes community wide involvement
in health building activities.

View Ends and Outcomes
for other strategic focus
areas on the City Council
Section of
www.burnsville.org
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Select Building Permits
Available Online

It’s now easier for Burnsville contractors and
do-it-yourselfers to access and apply for a
number of building permits required by the City.
Etrakit.burnsville.org is a web portal where select building
permits can be applied for, paid for and printed without
ever setting foot in City Hall.

Current residential permits available
online are:
• Building permits for roofing, siding, windows/doors,
fascia and soffits

basement finish, remodel or addition – are expected to
become available at a later date.
The etrakit web portal will also improve efficiency in the field,
as building inspectors will be able to document inspection
results immediately and email results directly to residents
and contractors. The software also enables inspections to be
scheduled online.
For more information, contact Burnsville’s Building
Inspections Department at 952-895-4444 or visit
www.burnsville.org/inspections.

• Mechanical permits for furnace and air conditioner,
minor residential work
• Plumbing permits for water softener, water heaters
and plumbing fixtures
• Sign permits for temporary sales, special sales
event (residential – such as antique or plant sales),
special indoor/outdoor events (commercial – such
as banners, temporary signs or inflatables)
Additional permits, contractor licenses, commercial and
residential permits that need a plan review – such as a deck,

It Pays To Be An Educated
‘Do-It-Yourselfer’
Tackling a home improvement project is
never easy, but Burnsville’s Building
Inspections Department – in partnership
with ISD 191 Community Education –
is hoping to make it easier.
Starting this winter, the City of Burnsville will offer a credit
on any residential building permit fee with a receipt from
a related Community Education class.
The Burnsville-Eagan-Savage School
District (ISD 191) Community
Education office offers a variety of
home improvement classes on topics
such as drywall, decking, electrical
and plumbing – all taught by trained
professionals – and usually lasting less
than three hours. Their winter session is
scheduled to begin in early January.
Burnsville residents interested in receiving
a credit should sign up and pay for an
approved course by visiting
www.communityed191.org. A certificate of
completion can then be brought in or emailed to

City Hall along with a related building permit application.
The cost of the course will be subtracted from the cost of the
building permit.
Burnsville’s Building Inspections Department encourages
all residents to get educated before tackling a home
improvement project. For more difficult projects, a licensed
contractor may be better suited for the job. Licensed
carpenters, plumbers and electricians
spend countless hours training and
working on their trade, and they know
how to perform home improvement
projects safely and up to building codes.
Hiring a licensed contractor could save
time, money and frustration in the long
run. More information is available at
www.doli.state.mn.us.
For more information on obtaining a
credit, contact Jeanine or Cathie in
Burnsville’s Building Inspections
Department at 952-895-4444 or visit
www.burnsville.org/inspections.

Top 10 Building Inspection
1. What is the purpose of a building permit?
Building permits ensure that any building project meets the
minimum construction standards established by the Minnesota
State Building Code. These standards are in place to keep you safe
and ensure your property is in good condition by regulating the
design and construction process, materials, and the use and
occupancy of the building.
Any time a structure is built, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved,
converted or demolished, a permit is needed. The permit allows the
City to review the design and inspect construction to make sure
safety standards are met.
2. I am having problems with my home. Will the City complete
an inspection for me?
The City of Burnsville can only perform inspections on properties
with active permits. Independent inspectors must be hired to

perform troubleshooting inspections; they can be found in the yellow
pages or via an internet search.
3. How do I locate my property lines? Will the City do it for me?
Locating property irons to determine property/lot lines is the
responsibility of the homeowner. The Building Inspections
Department may have a “certificate of survey” on file for your
property, which will help you locate them. Property irons are usually
buried 6-12 inches underground. A metal detector – available at
many area rental shops – can be helpful in locating them. Property
irons must be located and exposed before a permit can be issued.
4. Do I need a permit to replace my windows and exterior doors?
Yes, a permit and inspection are required for this type of work.
5. Is a permit required for a storage shed?
It depends on the size. A one-story shed or playhouse that has less
than 120 square feet of floor area is exempt from a building permit.

Is Your Yard Ready For Winter?
By mid-October, City crews are already
preparing for the upcoming winter season.
Plow trucks are being
checked out and de-icing
equipment is being tested.
We’ll be ready – but will
you? Here are a few
friendly reminders to
help you prepare for the
winter season.

Mailboxes
Please check your mailbox
for loose hardware or
rotted posts. It’s the
homeowners’
responsibility to maintain

Hydrants

their mailbox and meet code. For questions about proper
height and other issues, visit www.burnsville.org and
search “mailbox guidelines.”

Winter storms and plowing can often hide fire hydrants
under a mountain of snow. During a fire, every second
counts – and firefighters need fire hydrants to be ready
when they arrive on the scene.
You can help by keeping the fire hydrant closest to your
home or business clear. Firefighters need a three-foot
path leading from the street to the hydrant, and a
three-foot radius around each hydrant to work.
If you are unable to shovel your own hydrant, ask a
neighbor to help you. You can also ask a local citizens or
civic group such as the Boy and Girl Scouts to adopt a
hydrant if your neighborhood is unable to shovel.
Visit www.burnsville.org/fire and search “Adopt-aHydrant.”

Trash cans and recycling bins
Please keep all trash cans and recycling bins behind the
curb at all times. Plow trucks are unable to get all snow
pushed to the curb when these items are left in the street.
Unplowed snow can cause ice ridges, which may damage
equipment during the next snowfall.

Yard markings
Burnsville’s Street Department recommends that
homeowners mark their curb lines and sidewalks in the
winter. Due to weather conditions, operators can have a
difficult time “seeing” or “feeling” curb lines. Yard
markers can be bought at your local hardware store. The
Public Works Department also carries a limited supply that
can be picked up by calling 952-895-4555.

Heading South?
Let the Utility Billing Department know before you go!
If you are a snowbird who heads south for the
winter, don’t forget to contact the City of
Burnsville’s Utility Billing Department
before you go.

forwarding address if you receive paper bills and a contact
telephone number. Your travel and personal information is
only noted in utility billing and is not shared with anyone
else. Minimum and basic charges will still apply during
your absence.

Utility billing staff will flag your account to explain why
your property does not have any water usage over the winter.
Knowing in advance saves the City from sending out a
technician to verify that your meter is working. As an
added service, staff will also contact you if water usage is
detected while you are away to assist with leak detection
and malfunctioning shut-off valves.

Also, please let the Utility Billing Department know when you
return in the spring!

Call 952-895-4480 with the date you are leaving, a current
meter reading, an expected date of return, a mail

Winterizing your home
If you do plan a winter get-away, you may want to consider
contacting a plumber to winterize your pipes. Winterizing
includes shutting off the water valve in your home to help
prevent damage from frozen pipes or leaks caused by
furnace or plumbing failures. It also includes turning off

things that use water such as water softeners, humidifiers,
ice makers, etc. A plumber will also drain water lines and
may add antifreeze to protect fixtures.
The Public Works Department can also turn off your home’s
water at the street. All of the previously-mentioned
winterizing steps will still be necessary, but this will add
another line of defense. There is a fee to turn off water in
the fall and to turn it back on in the spring. Please allow a
minimum of 24-hour notice for a turn-on or a turn-off of
water in order to verify proper operation.
Contact the Public Works Department at 952-895-4550 or
visit www.burnsville.org and search “Utility Billing.”

Check Smoke, Carbon Monoxide Alarms
Before turning on the furnace, make sure your
smoke and carbon monoxide (CO) alarms are
in tip-top shape.

Plan to gather at a pre-set meeting place such as a tree or
a mailbox and call 9-1-1 from outside. Practice makes
perfect, especially with little ones; practice your “escape
route” with them several times a year.

Smoke Alarms: Many lives can be saved each year with
properly-installed, working smoke alarms. They are
relatively inexpensive and can be purchased at any
hardware or home improvement store.

CO Alarms: Carbon monoxide (CO) is a deadly,
poisonous gas that can be produced by
improperly working furnaces, fireplaces,
water heaters, stoves or any other
gas-fired appliance. A fall/ winter
tune-up of these appliances should be
done yearly. CO can also be produced
by running your car in the garage
during cold winter mornings.

A working smoke alarm should be present on every level
of your home, in every bedroom, and within 10 feet of
all hallways leading to bedrooms.
Test alarms monthly, and change the batteries twice a
year. Replace the alarms completely every 8-10 years.
(Write the date of purchase on the back as a reminder.)
Have a plan to get you and your family out of your home if
the smoke alarm goes off. Get out quickly and stay out!

In small amounts, CO can make you feel like
you have the flu, causing headaches dizziness and
weakness. At higher levels, it affects vision and
coordination, and can lead to brain damage and death.

You can’t see, smell or even taste CO, which is why you
must have a CO alarm in your home. CO alarms are also
available at hardware or home improvement stores, and
can be battery-powered or plug-in.
They are required within 10 feet of each
bedroom in your home. Like smoke alarms,
test them regularly and replace them
every five years. If your CO alarm
sounds, leave the house immediately
and call 9-1-1.
A UL-listed combination smoke/carbon
monoxide alarm is a good choice.
If you have any questions on safety issues in
your home, call the Burnsville Fire Department
at 952-895-4570.

Questions From Homeowners
However, a zoning permit is required for those between
50 and 120 square feet. Sheds with less than 50 square feet
of floor area do not require a permit. Any associated electrical
or plumbing work will require a permit and inspection.
6. Is a permit required to replace my driveway?
No, but you must maintain a minimum of five feet between the
paved surface and the side lot lines. The maximum driveway
surface also cannot exceed 35 percent of the front yard area.
7. Do I need a permit and inspection to replace my water
heater or water softener?
Yes. Since the installation involves work on the building’s
plumbing system, a plumbing permit is required. All permits
require an inspection to verify the work meets the minimum code
requirements.

8. Is a permit required to construct a fence on residential
property?
No. A permit is not required for a fence that is six feet high or less.
Fences must be located entirely on the property of the person
constructing the fence. Fences that extend across the front of a
property cannot be higher than 3-and-a-half feet, and must be at
least 75 percent open. Special provisions also exist regarding site
lines for motorists and swimming pools.

a way that does not endanger others. Building standards and
regulations are in place to provide a reasonable, minimum level of
safety for everyone. Uniform building standards also help ensure
property values and protect your investment in your home.
For more specifics on these and other building issues,
visit www.burnsville.org/inspections or call 952-895-4444.

9. Are smoke detectors and carbon monoxide (CO) detectors
required?
Yes. State law requires it. (See article above.)
10. Why am I required to get permits and follow building/zoning
regulations on my own property?
Even though “your home is your castle,” it must be maintained in
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Lake Water Quality Report 2011
State of the Lakes:
Aquatic Plants Provide
Hidden Benefits
by Caleb Ashling, Natural Resources Technician
Saying something is “average” isn’t always
the best description, but when talking about
summer lake levels, it is a welcome change.
After several years of extreme highs and extreme lows,
Burnsville’s summer lake levels were fairly consistent. This
was due, in part, to plenty of snowmelt runoff from this past
winter and consistent rain throughout the early summer.

However, the summer’s lake conditions were not without a
few issues. One of the primary complaints has been aquatic
plant and algae growth – though growth was fairly moderate
in most water bodies when compared to past years.
While algae growth is always a pain, aquatic plant growth
is both a blessing and a curse. Aquatic plants play an
important role in maintaining lake water quality. They
stabilize lake bottom sediments, utilize nutrients that
would otherwise create more slimy algae growth and
provide safe refuge for zooplankton, one of the primary
algae consumers in the lake food web.
Despite their essential role in lake water quality, aquatic
plants can also cause problems for boaters. To deal with
this issue, the City utilizes aquatic plant harvesters on
several lakes to help manage aquatic plant growth, with
the focus on removing nuisance invasive plants like

Eurasian Water Milfoil and Curly Leaf Pondweed. This
strategy creates areas for recreational boating on lakes, but
leaves in place much of the desirable, native plant life that
is providing many hidden benefits to lake water quality.
Aquatic plant management is one of many programs and
projects geared toward managing the City’s water resources.
However, the only way to determine whether progress is
being made is to track water quality changes over time. To
do this, the City utilizes dedicated volunteers through the
Citizen Assisted Monitoring Program (CAMP).
The annual Lake Clarity Report Card presents the results of
their monitoring efforts. High water clarity numbers,
measured by depth in meters, indicate better water quality.
Data collected through this program is vital for tracking
changes in water quality and assisting the City in reaching
long-term water quality goals.

Burnsville Lake Clarity Report Card
(depth measured in meters)

LAKE

2008

2009

2010

3-YR AVG.

GOAL

Alimagnet*

0.6

0.6

1.0

0.7

1.3

Crystal*

1.9

2.1

1.8

1.9

2.1

Earley

1.9

2.1

1.5

1.8

1.7

Keller*

2.0

1.0

0.7

1.2

1.8

Lac Lavon

3.3

3.8

3.7

3.6

3.6

Sunset Pond

1.8

1.9

2.2

2.0

1.7

South Twin

2.0

1.9

1.6

1.8

1.4

Wood Pond

2.1

1.9

2.4

2.1

1.7

*Considered "impaired" by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Crystal Lake in Burnsville

Storm Drainage/Water Quality Fees: Hard at Work
The water quality fee on your water bill helps fund projects
that combat problems associated with surface water in the
urban landscape. Burnsville has taken an active stance
against these problems by developing its Water Resources
Management Plan, which identifies proactive stormwater
management practices and water quality projects.
To view the full Water Resources Management Plan, visit
www.burnsville.org/WRMP.

Keller Lake Rain Gardens
The City is expanding the Rushmore Drive Neighborhood Rain
Garden project in the Keller Lake Watershed. The initial project,
completed in 2003, included 17 rain gardens in the
neighborhood. This fall, 15-20 more rain gardens are being
put in on Rushmore Drive, Southwind Drive and Keller Lake
Road. The rain gardens will capture and infiltrate stormwater
runoff from the street, preventing it from entering the
storm drain system. Since Keller Lake is near the top of
the watershed that covers most of Burnsville, water quality
improvements in Keller Lake will literally trickle down to
other waterbodies.

Street Sweeping
Burnsville sweeps 250
lane miles of streets
throughout the year,
amounting to
hundreds of tons of
debris removal. Aside
from the aesthetic
improvements,
sweeping also removes three pounds of phosphorus per lane
mile. In 2010, street sweeping prevented 14,000 cubic yards
of street debris from ending up in nearby lakes and ponds.

Whitney Pond Project
The cities of Burnsville and Apple Valley have completed
the design and planning of a new pond in Lac Lavon Park.
The pond will act as an intermediary stopping point for
stormwater runoff that flows from 480 acres of Apple Valley
neighborhoods to Keller Lake. It will prevent 50 pounds of
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phosphorus from reaching Keller Lake per year, resulting in
less algae growth and improved water clarity.

Lac Lavon Beach Restoration
The Lac Lavon swimming beach was closed due to lack of
use, and the City is currently in the process of finalizing
design plans for restoring the beach and waterfront area of
the park. The beach will undergo a native plant restoration,
which will help filter runoff from the parkland, deter geese
from using the park area and provide habitat for wildlife.
An access ramp will also be added (for maintenance
personnel use only) that will enable the City to continue to
monitor and protect the lake conditions on one of Burnsville’s
highest quality water bodies.

Neighborhood Water Resources
Enhancement Grants
Every year, the City
offers ten grants, up
to $1,000 each, to
residents or local
groups who are
planning water
quality improvement
projects. In 2010, all
10 grants were awarded, with projects ranging from
shoreline restorations to rain gardens. One project from 2010
was completed by Burnsville resident Tom Miller. Miller
thought rain gardens seemed like a good way to prevent
stormwater runoff to Lake Alimagnet, the final destination of
runoff water from his neighborhood. He attended Blue Thumb
workshops offered through Dakota County in the winter,
which helped him with his rain garden design and planting
plan. Though he says it was labor intensive, he was able to
do all of the construction work himself. The rain garden now
catches water running off of his lawn and rooftop,
preventing pollution from entering City storm sewers.
To learn more about the City’s grant program, visit
www.burnsville.org/WQgrant. For more information on the
Blue Thumb workshops, visit www.burnsville.org/bluethumb.

Natural Resources Department
Contact Information
Terry Schultz
Director of Parks, Recreation & Natural Resources
952-895-4505
Daryl Jacobson
Water Resources Specialist
952-895-4574
Caleb Ashling
Natural Resources Technician
952-895-4543
Liz Forbes
Natural Resources Technician
952-895-4518
Additional information is located at www.burnsville.org,
search “Natural Resources.”

City Compost Site Open for
Buckthorn Drop-off Oct. 15 and 16
If you have a shaded area on your
property that you do not mow, the
annoying shrub that has taken over
the area is probably Common
Buckthorn. Buckthorn is an invasive
species that has many negative
impacts on the environment.
If you don’t know what buckthorn
looks like, visit
www.burnsville.org/buckthorn to learn what it is and why it
is important to remove it.
The City will open its compost site on Saturday, Oct. 15
and Sunday, Oct. 16 for buckthorn brush drop-off. The
compost site, normally closed to the public, will be open
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. and ONLY buckthorn brush
will be accepted.
The compost site is located behind the businesses at
121st Street and Pleasant Avenue, next to the City
archery range. It will only be open to the public on the
above-mentioned dates.

Tips For Improving Water Quality
Reducing rainwater runoff from your yard helps
keep Burnsville’s lakes and streams clean.
Here’s what you can do to help.
• Direct downspouts away from your driveway and onto the
lawn. It’s free water for your grass and less pollution
washed into storm drains, which flow directly into our
ponds and lakes.
• Build a rain garden. Water collected in rain gardens
soaks back into the soil.
• Install a rain barrel. Free water for your garden with
no added chemicals.

What to do with all these leaves?
Fall means leaves – and the question –
“What do I do with them?” Here are some
environmentally responsible and legal ways
to deal with leaves:

Winter Composting “How-To”
• In the fall, empty your compost bin as much as
possible to make space for the food waste you will
generate in the winter.

• Compost them.

• Before the first freeze, remove all "finished" compost
and put an 8-10 inch layer of leaves on the bottom.

• Use them as mulch in planting beds.

• Turn and place the unfinished materials back on top.

• Put them in a compostable bag and have your
garbage hauler pick them up.

• Keep the bin no more than half-full. This will allow
space to add kitchen scraps. Kitchen scraps freeze in
the winter, and will deteriorate and shrink quickly
in the spring, leaving you with room to mix in
spring-raked leaves.

• Haul them to a commercial compost drop-off location.
Visit www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org for a listing.
Here’s what NOT to do with your leaves:
• DO NOT rake leaves into the street. They will wash into
storm sewers, clog drains and pipes, and lower water
quality in lakes and streams. Plus, it is illegal.
• DO NOT dispose of leaves with your regular trash
removal. Minnesota State law prohibits dumping
yard waste, including grass clippings, leaves and
tree brush into landfills.
• DO NOT burn leaves

To use up your finished compost in the fall, mix in grass
seed and top dress it into areas of your lawn that are thin
or burned out. You can also simply leave finished compost
in a pile beside your bin and use it in the spring.
If you’re starting a compost pile for the first time, contact
Dakota Valley Recycling at 952-895-4559 with questions
on requirements. Compost bins can be purchased at The
Recycling Zone, Dakota County’s recycling facility in Eagan,
3365 S. Hwy 149.
Visit www.RethinkRecycling.com/residents/compost for
more information on how to properly and successfully
maintain your compost pile.

Rain gardens reduce the amount of runoff entering City lakes and ponds.

Burnsville Business Corner
Burnsville Development Update
In Burnsville, change happens! Even as the
cooler weather approaches, new development
and redevelopment projects will continue
throughout the City.
Here is a summary
of some of the
projects you may
notice.
The Dakota County
Community
Development Agency
(CDA), in partnership
with Presbyterian
Homes, is
redeveloping the
Valley Ridge
shopping center site
at 136th Street and
County Road 5.
The CDA received
approval of a
three-story,
140-unit senior
housing facility.
Demolition of the Valley Ridge site took place in

Demolition began in August with construction of the new
building in process.
Walmart received approval for a new 155,000-square-foot
store including groceries, clothing, home goods, pharmacy
and a garden center. The store is to be located at the
southwest corner of Cliff Road and River Ridge Boulevard.
Eden Baptist Church will begin construction of a
16,500 square-foot building with a sanctuary for
worship, office and classroom space. The new church
will be located at 1313 Highway 13, which is the former
site of the Minnesota Valley Humane Society.
Best Buy will be operating a second retail location in
Burnsville, in the Burnsville Marketplace Shopping
Center (Country Road 42 and Aldrich Avenue) that had
been home to Circuit City. Improvements will start this
fall; however, the new space will not open to the public
until 2012.
Tires Plus Total Car Care received approval to
construct a new 8,400-square-foot service store at
11935 River Hills Drive. The building is to be located on
the north side of Highway 13 in the Towne and County
Shopping Center. Construction of the Tires Plus building
is expected to begin this fall.
For more information on these projects contact the
City’s Planning Department at 952-895-4455.

August/September.

There are over 1,000 companies in Burnsville that are
considered STHEM businesses.
The event’s featured speaker is Mike Langley, President of
the newly-formed Greater MSP, a 13-county economic
development partnership. The mission of this partnership
is to develop regional strategies and marketing initiatives
that result in job creation.

• Crazy 8
• Reach With Me
• North Country Woodshop
• Whitney Sleep Center
• Creditor Advocates Inc.
• Gateway Stop n’ Go
• LCH Paper Tube &
Core Company
• Total Hockey
• Audio Visions of Minnesota

Burnsville STHEM Breakfast Set For Oct. 26
Join the Burnsville Chamber of Commerce and the
City of Burnsville in a breakfast to honor
Burnsville companies that are rooted in
Science, Technology, Healthcare, Engineering
and Math (STHEM).

Welcome To
These New
Burnsville
Businesses

A sampling of STHEM-based companies will display their
products and services to showcase the diversity of
companies in Burnsville. Focusing on retaining and growing
STHEM-based companies is one of the City’s major economic
development initiatives.
A complimentary light continental breakfast will be available.
Please RSVP to the Burnsville Chamber at 952-435-6000.
What:
Where:
Cost:

Burnsville STHEM Breakfast 7:30 - 9 a.m.
Burnsville Performing Arts Center
Free to Attend

• Buds & Bytes
• Vieira Systems, Inc
• Nur Technik
• The Edge Bar & Grill
If you have a new business, contact
Economic Development Coordinator
Skip Nienhaus at 952-895-4454 or
skip.nienhaus@ci.burnsville.mn.us to
schedule a welcome visit.
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Burnsville Police Combat
Domestic Violence with DART
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
“It’s easy for us to say - ‘ Why
are you with this person?’”
said Burnsville Police Sgt.
Matt Smith when asked about
the Department’s work with
domestic violence victims.
What’s not always easy, he says, is convincing that victim that
the violence isn’t OK.
While October marks National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, for the Burnsville Police Department, the topic is one
of great emphasis and concern year-round. In 1993, Burnsville
formed its Domestic Abuse Response Team – or DART. Now,
18 years later, the mission remains the same: keep domestic
violence victims safe while providing them with the resources
needed to escape an abusive relationship.
“If you are a victim, you need to realize this isn’t OK,” said
Smith, who heads Burnsville’s DART program. “Domestic
violence isn’t a normal way of life.”
DART was spearheaded nearly two decades ago by three
Burnsville police officers who wanted to find a way to provide
more in-depth assistance to abuse victims in a setting
outside of the high-tension police response, where sirens
are blaring and tempers are flaring.
“These officers realized that it is just chaos when you arrive
at a domestic,” said Smith, who notes that it’s often hard
to get a clear picture of the situation when emotions are
running high. “They decided it would be helpful to follow-up
with these victims in the weeks after the incident.”
From that concept, DART has grown into a unique arm of the
Burnsville Police Department in which officers are assigned
domestic violence-related cases that they follow through the
entire legal, criminal or recovery process.
During a typical domestic violence call, DART officers are
dispatched, and will first and foremost assess whether an
arrest needs to be made. Once the situation has been diffused,
the officer will sit down with the victim in an effort to gain a
better understanding of “exactly what” is going on in this

person’s life. As part of their initial response, officers also
make a call to the 360 Communities Lewis House women’s
shelter in Eagan.
“If they don’t want to talk to us, we will point them in the right
direction. We just want to let them know that if they need help,
all they have to do is ask,” said Smith.
Burnsville Police Captain Eric Werner says the Department
relies heavily on its partnership with the service-oriented
non-profit organization 360 Communities, which, among many
other things, provides domestic violence victims with financial
and emotional support, as well as opportunities for housing.
“They are a great partner,” said Werner.
The assistance, however, doesn’t stop after that initial call.
As part of DART procedures, officers follow up with the victim
a week later – to check on their emotional and physical wellbeing, answer any questions
that may have come up and
explain any legal proceedings
that may follow. Officers also
use the opportunity to once
again encourage the victim to
leave their abusive relationship.
“Ultimately, we want the
victim to be safe,” said Smith,
“but we also want them to
trust us so they aren’t afraid
to call if it happens again.”
Sgt. Matt Smith
Today, DART consists of 11 police officers and a number of
local prosecutors, social services representatives and
dispatchers – all trained in working with domestic violence
cases and victims. However, Smith states that one of the most
crucial factors in curbing domestic violence is reporting it.
“If you are a neighbor and you see this stuff, call us,” said
Smith. “You may tell yourself, ‘It’s not my business,’ but if
someone is getting hurt, it is your business.”
For more information on domestic violence outreach, contact
the Lewis House in Eagan at 651-452-7288 or visit
360communities.org and search “Lewis House.”

Tips From The Burnsville
Police Department

City, Schools, Police Partner
For Student Safety

When should I call 9-1-1?
Call 9-1-1 any time police, fire or emergency
medical personnel are needed - even in
non-emergency situations!

The City of Burnsville is partnering with two
area elementary schools in order to improve
student safety and encourage healthy
lifestyle choices.

If you need to report a
crime, a traffic situation or
suspicious activity, don’t
be afraid to call 9-1-1.
The dispatcher will ask
questions to make sure you
receive the proper level of
response and that emergencies receive the highest priority.
For more information about 9-1-1, visit the Dakota
Communications Center website at www.mn-dcc.org.

Echo Park Elementary
More than 150 Echo Park Elementary School students will
be walking or biking to school in 2011-2012. Many of those
students use sidewalks along busy county highways and City
streets to get to school each day. Earlier this year, Burnsville
Police and Public Works staff met with school officials to
develop a safe
route program
that went into
effect with the
new school year.
The City posted
custom signs
with the school’s
mascot along the
safe walking route,
while the school
promoted the
program to students and parents.
The program’s grand kickoff event will be National Walk to
School Day held on Wednesday, Oct. 5. Echo Park students
will gather at Lake Alimagnet Park and walk to school along
County Road 11 accompanied by Burnsville Police officers,
school and City staff.
Sioux Trail Elementary
Similar student safety issues at Sioux Trail Elementary
prompted City and School officials to come up with a plan to

Keep Dogs Leashed Outside of Dog Park
Alimagnet Dog Park is an enclosed, seven-acre
park in Burnsville where dogs can run, play
and exercise without a leash.
However, the City has received several complaints of dogs
being off-leash around the park.
All dogs using the dog park must remain on their leash
whenever outside of the park’s boundaries - meaning dogs
must always enter and exit the park on a leash.
Burnsville requires dogs to be on a leash no longer than
six feet anywhere outside of the fenced-in dog park. Violators
of this ordinance are subject to a ticket.
Alimagnet Dog Park is located two blocks north of County
Road 42 on County Road 11 in Burnsville. An annual permit
for the dog park is available at Burnsville City Hall for $20
per household. For more information call 952-895-4500.
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Burnsville Fire
Department Begins
Push To Prevent
Multi-Unit Housing Fires
The Burnsville Fire
Department has begun a
campaign to help curb
multi-unit apartment fires.
Thanks to a grant received from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the
Department will provide a number of free fire prevention
tools to residents of
Burnsville’s apartment
communities. They
include a multilingual
video, a number of
automatic fire
suppressors that affix
Automatic fire suppressors will be
under oven hoods and
distributed to select multi-unit
apartment residents in Burnsville.
cigarette-extinguishing
smoking buckets.
According to the Burnsville Fire Department, the
leading causes of fires in the City are:
Unattended Cooking: An unattended pan of oil can
become an all-out kitchen fire in seconds. Unattended
cooking results in more home fires and more
fire-related injuries than any other fire hazard.
Careless Smoking: Careless smoking is the number one
cause of fire-related deaths. Many times, the smoker
falls asleep with a lit cigarette still in hand, and it only
takes a few seconds for it to cause furniture, blankets
and bedding to go up in flames.
Many of the City’s recent apartment fires have been
linked to careless smoking on decks and patios.
Cigarettes, cigars and matches should always be
disposed of in a fire-resistant container and NEVER
on a plastic or wooden deck, in a trash can or in a
pot or planter.
Grilling: In Burnsville, it is against the law to use a
charcoal or gas grill on an apartment deck or patio, or
within 15-feet of the building.

Fire Department Open House
Thursday, Oct. 13
In recognition of National Fire Prevention Week
(Oct. 9-15, 2011), the Burnsville Fire Department is
holding its annual Open House.
When: Thursday, Oct. 13 – 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Where: Fire Station No. 1, 911 W. 140th St.
Cost: Free!
Bring the whole family for an up-close look at fire trucks,
ambulances and police vehicles. Take part in
fire demonstrations, meet firefighters and other public
safety personnel and get a behind-the-scenes tour of
Burnsville Fire Station No. 1 and its brand new addition!
For info on the Burnsville Fire Department Open House,
call 952-895-4570.

improve walking and biking routes to and from the school.
The City and Sioux Trail were one of sixteen recipients
awarded a 2011 Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
Infrastructure Grant.
The grant money will be used to:
• Build a new trail directly from the school to the existing
trail – eliminating the need for students to cross the busy
driveways used by buses and parents
• Reconstruct the existing sidewalk under and around the
bike racks to address drainage and flooding issues
• Add additional signage, improving the visibility of the
safety patrol
For more information contact Bonnie Buck at
bonnie.buck@ci.burnsville.mn.us or 952-895-4536.

The City of Burnsville does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, sexual preference, disability or any other basis protected by law in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs,
activities, or services. To obtain this information in alternative forms such as Braille, large print, audio tape or qualified readers, please contact the City of Burnsville. Telephone: (952) 895-4400.

