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lfter 4O years, Cedaruale
Mall is torn d,outn to make
utay for neu urban uillage
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It was once the only true shopping
destination south of the river, the place
to see and be seen on a Saturday night.

Today, Cedarvale Mall has been re-
duced to piles of rubble to make way
for what city officials hope willbe the
new "It" spot in F,agarr.

Much of the roof is gone, and
twisted metal and mounds of broken
concrete now sit where people used to
swing bats and play miniature golf at
Grand Slam.

Crews officially.began tearing down
the mail last week lor tbe Mllage at Ce-
dar Grove, a redevelopment project to
crgate a vibrant urban center in one ol
the city's oldest neighborhoods.
See iedarvale,5A
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The city is hoping to revi-
talize the area - once consid-
ered the downtown of Eagan
with Cedarvate Mall as its
epicenter - by attracting peo-
ple to again live, w'ork, shop
and dine there.

Residents who moved to
Eagan after 1988 will have a
hard time imagining Cedar-
vale Mall as the vibrant place
it once was, rather than the
nearly empty shell it had be-
come.

In its heyday, Cedarvale
Mall was filled with stores
and people, both of which
decreased as the decades went
on.

Construction on the mall
the second in the state

- began in 1965 and was com-
pieted in three phases. An-
chored by Applebaum's gro-
cery store and Ben Franklin,
the mall was home to men's
and women's clothing stores,
drug stores, a travel agency, a
food court and o'a whole lot
of shops in between," City
Administrator Tom Hedges
said.

"When we moved here in
1976, Cedarvale Mall was the
only real shopping opportu-
nity in Eagan," Hedges said.
"It was vibrant, and all the
stores were full."

Hedges remembers the
mall as a community gath-
ering spot, complete with a
Santa at Christmas time.

"It was busy. There would
even be a police officer on
Cuty on Saturday evenings
because there were so many
people," he said.

Dave Diloia was just a

boy in 1968 when his father
opened Mike's Shoe Repair,
one of the mall's first tenants,
but he also remembers the
mali as always being busy.

"It was the only mall on
this side of the river," he said.
"People would come from all
over."

His father's store remained
in the mali for decades, only
recently relocating across the
street to Silver Bell Plaza.

But business in the mall be-
gan slowing in the early 1980s,
he said, when Cedar Avenue
was turned into a freeway and
its intersection with Highway

"When we moved here
in 1976, Cednrvale
Mall was the only real
shopping opportunity
in Eagan."

- Tom Hedges
EAGANCITY

ADMINISTRATOR

13 was reconfigured.
That made it more of a

challenge to get to the mall,
whereas drivers had previ-
ously been routed right to it.

"Business started drop-
ping off at that point," Diloia
said-

That was one of two fac-
tors that contributed to the
mall's eventual demise, Direc-
tor of Community Develop-
ment Jon Hohenstein said.

The other was the develop-
ment of the Town Centre and
Clil't Lake shopping areas in
the late 1980s, both of which
introduced discount grocery
stores that competed with
Applebaum's, as well as strip
malls with new stores.

As an older area, Cedar-
vale had trouble competing
with the newer developments
and couldn't attract ai many
new businesses, Hohenstein
said.

In the last decade, the mall
had become a virtual ghost
town, known only to many as
the home of Grand Slam.

Diloia said he is taking the
mall's destruction in stride.

"There's a lot of good
memories there. We had some
busy times in that mall," he
said. "But that's just part of
iife. lt's change. You move
on.l'

Hedges said he has had
mixed feelings about seeing
the mali torn down. While
he has iamented what used
to be, he is hopeful that the
new development will bring a
renewed vibrancy to the area.

"It's changing, but we
know it has to happen, and
it's all for good," he said.

Erin Johnson is at eagqn.
t lti sw e e k @e cm-inc. c om.
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CedarvaIeMaII,thesecondindoormalIinthestafe.*o.
tate, was built in three phases a"g;"i";ii"i6'is.
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