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School named for state pioneer AIeu/s

Five of the schools in the Burnsville School District are
named after individuals. These are lt',4etcalf Junior Hiqh,
Byrne, Ponci, !-.leil, and R.ahn Elementary Schools. One of these,
the Edword D. Neill School is named after a man who came to
lr4innesota in 1849.

Donald Gimpel, who was the principal of Neill School in
1969, provided the following information at the schoolrs
dedication.

"Dr. Neill, is prominently identified with three areas of
activity: Religion, Education, and History. ln St. Paul in
1849, through his efforts, was the erection of the first
protestant church. Later that same year he oroanized the
First Presbyterian Church of St. Paul.r'

"Neill was the first territorial superintendent of public
education. He served as Chancellor of the University from
1 8sB- 1 860.

ln the field of history he was also active. From 1851 until
1861 he was the secretary of the Minnesota Historical
Society. During the years 'l 86'l- 1 868 he served successively
as a chaplin in the Army of the Potomac.

Bringinq his historical significance closer to home, his
book, A HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUNTY, was published in
1881. " This book contains a chapter on the early history
of Burnsville, and biographies on some of the early settlers.

SCHOOL RECORDS TO BE DONATED TO MUSEUM

When the above article was chosen for this newsletter, we
were unaware of an action taken by the Burnsville School
Districtrs Board of Education. A few months ago, Chapter
Member Jim Kelleher learned that the records of former school
districts which were consolidated in District 191, were being
stored at the school. He expressed his concern to the District
that if these records were not going to be kept, that they
might be donated to the Burnsville Chapter and placed at the
County Museum. On October 7th, the Board approved the
placing of these records with the Dakota County Historical

YOU ARE INVITED TO. . . .

For those unable to attend the
dedication of tht historic
mural last week, we hope you
will be able to attend the
County Historical Societyrs
Annual Meeting on Saturday
November 13, at l:00 p.m.
This year our own slide show
Burnsville The Early Years
v,rill be featured . '

With the compiling of old
photos nea rinq cornpletion,
some of our chapter members
are now busy writinq more
stories about Burnsville's
History. Five members have
volunteered to research and
write for our quarterly news-
letter. lt is our hope that
some of these articles will also
be published in community
newspapers.

Anyone interested in beinq
a part of the editorial qro.rp,
please contact Jack Kennelly
weekdays at 646-6222.

We would also like to have
members for a program
committee. These people would
find speakers for chapter
meetings.

MEETING DATE AND
PROGRAM WILL BE SENT
TO YOU SHORTLY

Society. Thanks J im.



Charles O'Neill, and his wife, Julia,
settled in Burnsville in 1854, four
years before lVlinnesotars statehood.

Visit the
The Dakota CountY Museum

'130 Third Avenue North
South Saint Paul, Minnesota 55075

612-451-6260
phone for exact hours....

Meet a Neighbor...
(During the post yeor, the Burnsville Chapter
hos obtained mony photos of eorly pioneers.
As o newsletter feoture, we will be publishing
these photos ond biogrophical informotion on
eoch person, Our first piece is written by
Chopter member John McDermott, the greot-
greot grondson of Chorles OtNeill. )

CHARLES OINEILL

Charles OrNeill, and his wife Julia, came from
Quebec, Canada in 1854 and settled in Burns-
ville that same year. They lived on a farm in
section 23 of the township.

Charles and his family were Catholic, so they
attended St. John the Baptist Church, which
was then located near the present County Road
34 and Judicial Road. Besides being a farmer,
Charles was active on the Township Board. ln
1864 he was elected as supervisor.
The OrNeillrs had seven children. They werel
Margaret (who became Sister St. Joseph);
Mary (Mrq. John McDermott): EIlen and Anna
who died at young ages; Charles; Elizabeth
(Mrs. Thomas Hogan); and Jane (Mrs. Michael
O'Toole).

Charles was born in lreland in 1821, and died
on June 19,1905. He, and his wife, and most
of their children are burried in St. Johnrs
cemetery.

Two of their grandchildren- Margaret OrToole,
and Elizabeth Reilinq are still alive.
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