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Some Views
In the Valley

, By Del Stellins
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I hos enficed men for ce nturies
BY DEL STELLING

With the advent of another
fishing season in this "The Land
of Ten Thousand Lakes," it is in-
teresting to note how the art of
angling has enticed men
throughout the ages.

There are, of course, thou-
sands of people, men and women
alike, who wiil agree with Izaak
Walton, who said, "God never
did make a more calm, quiet, in-
nocent recreation than angling."

Fishing, as it is known todaY,
has reached unheralded limits of
popularity in recent Years, but it
can also be reported that the art
of angling has been traced to
Biblical times, with f requent
references being made to fishing
in the Bible.

In ages past, Plutarch tells of
IMark Antony and CleoPatra
angling as a form of creation. It
is also reported that Nero fished
with a net of purPle and gold.

In the more recent Past, the In-
dian:, rvho inhabited the Min-
nesota Valley prior to the arrival
of the white man, used fishing as
a sport as well as a means to ob-
taining food to suPPlement their
diet.

According to historical
records, the Black Dog Village
was located on the south bank of

!he. 
IuinnlsSta River, near the

juncture of a small stream which
emptied into the Minnesota.

No doubt the fact the Min-
nesota River provided an ample
amount of fish was one of the
reasons for the Indians to locate
their village at that point,
although they also found it to
their advantage to use the
stream as a means of transporta-
tion.

Perhaps some of these same
Indians visited Crystal Lake
where the water was so clear
they could watch the schools of
fish which were plentiful in the
lake.

It has also been reported that
members of the Black Dog's
band found a ready market for
fish caught in Black Dog Lake,
selling them to the Irish Roman
Catholic settlers who were the
first Europeans to settle in the
a rea.

It is said the Indians were most
anxious to trade the fish for fresh
pork which was a staple among
the Irish.

The interest in fishing, of
course, has not diminished over
the years. If anything, it has
reached new heights of
popularity during the past quar-
ter o[ a century.

As everyone knows, this is no
longer a sport enjoyed ex-

clusively by men; for more and
more women have become avid
angling fans in recent years.

Because of this fact, some un-
usual situations have arisen, and
sometimes they are not only un-
usual, but difficult. For exainple,
a wife returned from a fishing
trip with her husband and was
telling her neighbor about the ex-
perience.

"I did everything all wrong
again," she explained. "I talked
too loud, I used the wrong bait, I
reeled in too soon and I caught
more than he did!"

It might also be worthwhile to
mention the Minnesotan who was
visiting in Florida, where he was
telling about the enormous fish
he had landed in his home state.

"To give you an idea," he said,
"it took a power winch to land it
and a crane to get it up on the
beach.

"There weren't any scales
around large enough to weigh the
fish so I got my little Brownie
camera out and photographed it
as a matter of record.

"The picture," the Minnesotan
concluded, "weighed ll pounds."

But enough of that, just
remember what the wife said to
the returning fisherman who had
the sniIfles, "Gesundheit! And
rvhat else did you catch?"
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