
Burnsville Iligh no longer
tHorne of the Braves'

By Deb Schewe

At the end of this school year,
Burnsville High School will no
longer be known as the home of
tlte Braves.

The unanimous decrsion to
discontinue the use of the
Braves logo was met with tears
and applause at a Nov. 19

District 191 Board of Education
meeting.

Before voting on tle issue,
Director Jevne Kloeber said
while there is much pride at the
school, both on and off the
athletic field, that sense of
school spirit and pride will not
be taken away because of a
change in logos.

"As Shakespeare wrote,
'What is in a name? For that
which is a rose by.any other
name is still as sweet,' "
Kloeber said. "A Burnsville
Brave by any other name will be
as brave, as strong, as heroic."

When looking at the issue,
Kloeber said, people must look
at whose viewpoint should be
'considered when resolving the
issue.

"If the questions are that the
use of the logo are disrespectful
to Native Americans, we then
must always consider how the
Iogo affects them," she said.
"We cannot or should not tell
Native Americans how they
should feel. To say that we do
not use the logo disrespectfully
or that we do not iniend any of-
fense or'to say that we treat the
logo with sense of honor and
pride is irrelevant to the issue."

When the decision to stop us-
ing the logo at the end of the
1992-93 school year was an-
nouneed, Native Americans
holding a banner which read
"Indians are a people, not
mascots for America's fun and
games" applauded. Some
students in the audience, on the
other hand, shed tears and
grumbled about the decision as
they filed out of the meeting.

Native American Wayne Car-
son said he was happy about the
decision because he believes it
sets a good example for young
Native Americans.

Some students disagreed with
Carson and said they believed
the school board didn't care
about the logo as much as they
did.

"To them, it was jtst another
item on the agenda," said one
student. "They don't care."

Student Kristoffer Beezley,
however, said he stood behind
the board's decision.

"My initial reaction (to the
decision) was it's the right deci-
sion," he said. "I'm 100 percent
behind the board."

While students have showed
support for the logo, Beezley
said, it was for the wrong
reasons.

"A lot of students have pride
in the logo," he said. "Unfor-
tunately, their pride is at
American Indians' expense."

Selection of a new logo will be
a two part process, said
Superintendeut Jim
Rickabaugh. Criteria will be
developed by the high school's
student government, with help
from the school's administra-
tion, staff and students. the
board will then ask for sugges-
tions from students, parents,
community members and staff.

The suggestions will be
evaluated according to the
criteria and a list of proposed
logos will be put to a vote among
junior and senior high students.

Uniforms with the "Braves"
name will be replaced over the
next tlree y€6, Rickabaugh
said. The first year, all varsity
uniforms with the name will be
replaced, costing $14,580. Junior
varsity a nd sophomore
uniforms will be replaced the
following two years, at an
estimated $12,240 per year.
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